CONTRACT FOR CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

Required Text:

Lynch-Brown, Carol and Tomlinson, Carol.  (2007). Essentials of Children's Literature.  (6th edition). Allyn & Bacon.  ISBN-13: 9780205520329
ISBN: 0205520324
Learning Goals:

The student will gain an understanding of children's literature in an historical perspective

The student will gain an understanding of children's development in reading.

The student will gain an understanding of genres of children's literature with representative authors and selection criteria.

Activities:

1. Read Assigned Chapters in Lynch-Brown and Tomlinson, and write a 2-page summary for each chapter.

2. Create a list of selection criteria (based on Lynch-Brown and Tomlinson) for each genre of literature

3. Provide an annotated bibliography (based on given format) of 40 children’s literature books and a critique of why the chosen books meet the selection criteria. Books selected MUST be mentioned in the text, a Newberry or Caldecott award winner, or approved by Terry before including.

Children's Literature Syllabus
Lynch-Brown, Carol and Tomlinson, Carol.  (2007). Essentials of Children's Literature.  (6th edition). Allyn & Bacon.  ISBN-13: 9780205520329
ISBN: 0205520324
	
	Assignment
	Due

	Week 1
	Read Essentials of Children's Literature
Chap 1  Learning about Children and Their Lit.

Chap 2  Learning About Books
	2 pg Reading Response

5 Lit Cards

	Week 2
	Read Essentials of Children's Literature
Chap 3  Poetry
	2 pg Reading Response

5 Lit Cards

	Week 3
	Read Essentials of Children's Literature
Chap 4 Picture Books

Chap 6  Modern Fantasy
	2 pg Reading Response

5 Lit Cards

	Week 4
	Read Essentials of Children's Literature
Chap 7  Realistic Fiction
	2 pg Reading Response

5 Lit Cards

	Week 5
	Read Essentials of Children's Literature
Chap 11  Literature of Many Cultures
	2 pg Reading Response

5 Lit Cards

	Week 6
	Read Essentials of Children's Literature
Chap 9 Non Fiction: Biography and Information
	2 pg Reading Response

5 Lit Cards

	Week 7
	Read Essentials of Children's Literature
Chap 8  Historical Fiction  
	2 pg Reading Response

5 Lit Cards

	Week 8
	Read Essentials of Children's Literature
Chap 10  Multicultural and International Lit.
	2 pg Reading Response

5 Lit Cards

	Week 9
	Read Essentials of Children's Literature
Chap 5  Traditional Literature
	2 pg Reading Response

	Week 10
	Read Essentials of Children's Literature
Chap 11  Planning the Literature Curriculum

Chap 12  Developing Teaching Strategies
	Notebook of ALL 2 pg Reading Responses, and 40 lit cards


*These chapter outlines are taken from the 3rd Edition.  There MAY be changes in the 6th edition.  If so, follow what’s in the 6th edition book.

Literature Card Format

	Author last name, first name.  (Year).  Title.  Publisher:  City.


	Genre:



	Reading Level:



	Interest Level:


	Plot Summary:



	Critique:



	Social and Cultural Imagery:



	Curriculum Uses:




Literature Card Sample

	Author last name, first name.  (Year).  Title.  Publisher:  City.
Woodson, Jacqueline. (1995). From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun. The Blue Sky Press: New York, NY.

	Genre: Realism, Problem Novel, themes Family and Friendship

	Reading Level: 6/7

	Interest Level: 10-16

	Plot Summary: Melanin Sun is a young African American boy growing up in Brooklyn with his single mother, it is summer vacation and he spends his time hanging out with his two friends Ralph and Sean and thinking about the girl he has a crush on Angie who gave him her phone number the last day of school. Melanin likes to spend his time collecting endangered species stamps and writing in his notebooks. His notebooks become a refuge when his mother, EC, reveals to him that she is gay and is seeing a white woman, Kristin. This new situation changes the relationship between mother and son, and Mel’s anger creates a rift between the two. Through the novel Mel is concerned about how others will perceive him and his mother and trying to make sense of his new situation in the middle of just being a normal teenager with a crush on a girl. He is afraid that no one will like him, and is confused about what his mother’s relationship really means. EC requests that he just give Kristin a chance and the mother and son make a deal to try one more time but if it doesn’t work out EC wouldn’t bring Kristin to the house anymore, but wouldn’t stop seeing her. Melanin makes an effort to get to know Kristin on a beach trip where there are other gay families as well, he is still hesitant but in the end you get the feeling that things will work out even though they may not be easy. 



	Critique: The language and the characterization was very authentic and rich. The journal entries were an excellent way to get to know how Melanin was feeling and dealing with his situation, but as well good modeling for how to deal with problems in your life through journal writing. 



	Social and Cultural Imagery: Racism that Mel reflects on from his experiences growing up as African American, prejudice against Kristin because she is white, homophobia by Mel because of miseducation by society, socio-economic issues living in Brooklyn in a predominant minority population and single parenting. 


	Curriculum Uses: Guided Reading Classes, YA  dealing with alienation going through similar experiences, Work with students on empathy



LITERATURE CARDS

Plot Summary should include:

-Name, age, gender, race, sexuality of protagonist

-General idea of setting (urban, rural, suburban, country, farm, city, etc.)

-Main problem/dilemma of novel, issues that are addressed

Critique:

-Use the appropriate criteria for evaluating given in the text, and discuss how this book meets or does not meet this criteria.  If it does not meet more than it meets, then you should probably choose another book to annotate!  Using direct quotes from the book for examples is a good idea here.

Social/Cultural Imagery:

-Every text has implied as well as explicit messages about how to be in the world.  Note the race/ethnicity, age, social class, gender, sexual orientation that is represented in the book, and the messages (positive or negative) about these.  

Evaluated on:

-How well the selections reflect a diverse range of topics, genres, authors, protagonists, and dilemmas

-How well the book choices meet the selection criteria for the genre

-Ability to analyze and apply selection criteria

-Ability to create specific classroom curriculum uses

REPRESENTATIVE BOOK LIST

NEWBERRY

1. (     ) _____________________________________________________________________________

2. (     ) _____________________________________________________________________________

3. (     ) _____________________________________________________________________________

4. (     ) _____________________________________________________________________________

5. (     ) _____________________________________________________________________________

CALDECOTT

6. (     ) _____________________________________________________________________________

7. (     ) _____________________________________________________________________________

8. (     ) _____________________________________________________________________________

9. (     ) _____________________________________________________________________________

10. (     ) ____________________________________________________________________________

MULTICULTURAL

4. AFRICAN AMERCIAN _____________________________________________________________

5. HISPANIC/LATINO ________________________________________________________________

6. ASIAN __________________________________________________________________________

7. JEWISH _________________________________________________________________________

8. NATIVE AMERICAN _______________________________________________________________

9. WORDLESS _____________________________________________________________________

ABC (C0MPARE 3)

10. (1) _____________________________________________________________________________

11. (2) _____________________________________________________________________________

19.  (3) _____________________________________________________________________________

FOLKLORE

20. FOLK OR FAIRY TALE _____________________________________________________________

21. TALL TALE ______________________________________________________________________

22. FABLE __________________________________________________________________________

23. MYTH/LEGEND __________________________________________________________________

MOTHER GOOSE (COMPARE 3)

24. _________________________________________________________________________________

25. _________________________________________________________________________________

26. _________________________________________________________________________________
27.  SCIENCE FICTION ________________________________________________________________

28. FANTASY _______________________________________________________________________

29. REALISTIC FICTION ______________________________________________________________

30. MYSTERY _______________________________________________________________________

31. DISABLED_______________________________________________________________________

32. FEMALE (MAIN CHARACTER) ______________________________________________________

33. HISTORICAL FICTION _____________________________________________________________

34. BIOGRAPHY _____________________________________________________________________

35. INFORMATIONAL _________________________________________________________________
POETRY

36. ANTHOLOGY____________________________________________________________________

37. SINGLE POET ___________________________________________________________________

CHOICE

38. _________________________________________________________________________________

39. _________________________________________________________________________________

40. _________________________________________________________________________________

 Requirements for Literature Cards:

1. Only one book per author

2. 1/2 male and 1/2 female protagonists

3. A maximum of 20 can be picture books.  At least 20 must be chapter books.
4. At least 5 must be recent Newberry winners and 5 must be recent Caldecott winners.
NCTE AWARD-WINNING POETS

	1. Eloise Greenfield

 2. Myra Cohn Livingston

 3. Lucille Clifton

 4. Karla Kuskin

5. Aileen Fisher

 6. Arnold Adoff
	7. David McCord 

 8. Eve Merriam

 9. Jack Prelutsky

10. John Ciardi

11. Lilian Moore


