Syllabus – Curriculum Design and Modification

 for Exceptional Learners
Spring, 2004 30774
Sue Pittman

Dates:April 3, 24

May 1, 15

And June 5, 2004

Times:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Location:  TESC, Lab I 3033

This course will cover the advantages and limitations of instructional strategies and practices for teaching individuals with disabilities.  Students will learn about modifications and accommodations to integrate exceptional learners into the general education curriculum, and how to provide specially designed instruction based on IEP assessment results, and the state’s Essential Academic Learning Requirements and benchmarks.  A practicum of 36 hours is required.

Texts used:  
Teaching Exceptional, Diverse and At-Risk Students, Vaughn, Bos,

 Schumm, 3rd Ed.



Teaching Students With Learning Problems, 6th Ed, Cecil Mercer and 

Ann Mercer.

Understanding by Design, Grant Wiggins and Jay McTigue

Washington State’s “Essential Academic Learning Requirements 

Technical Manual and Extensions”

April 3, 2004

A.M.

· Course Overview and Expectations

· Scope and sequence of general education curriculum

· Theory and research in curriculum development and instruction

P.M.

· A close up look at the state EALRS and benchmarks

Assignment:
(1) Read Chapt. 3 and 4, Teaching Students with Learning Problems 



(2) Read Understanding by Design
April 24, 2004

A.M.

· Individual Education Plans – development, sequence and implementation

· Linking IEP skills to the EALRs

· Modifications and accommodations

· Integrating Related Services

P.M.

· Specially Designed Instruction

· Developing unit and lesson plans using Understanding by Design
Assignment:  (1)  Read Chapt. 7, 8 and 9, Teaching Students With Learning



Problems;

(2) Read Chapt. 12 and pages 394-403 from Teaching Exceptional, Diverse and At Risk Students


(3) IEP and unit plan design due June 5th.  See Syllabus page 3.

May 1, 2004

A.M.

· Assessing reading and spelling skills

· Curriculum and instruction in reading and spelling

· Assistive technology in reading and spelling

P.M.

· Aligning reading and spelling goals and objectives with the EALRs

Assignment:  (1)  Read Chapt. 10, 11, 12 Teaching Students With Learning

 Problems;

(2) Read Chapt. 13 and 14, Teaching Exceptional, Diverse and


At Risk Students.

May 15, 2004

A.M.

· Assessing written language skills

· Curriculum and instruction in written language

· Assistive technology in written language

· Aligning written language goals and objectives to the EALRs

P.M.
· Assessing math skills

· Curriculum and instruction in math

· Assistive technology in math

· Aligning math goals and objectives to the EALRS

Assignment: (1)  Read Chapt. 15 and Appendix in Teaching Exceptional, Diverse


And At Risk Students;

(2) Read Chapt. 5, 13 and 14 in Teaching Students With Learning

Problems
June 5, 2004

A.M.

· Curriculum and Instruction in the other content areas

· Study skills and Learning strategies

P.M.

· Transitions

Paper to be assigned April 17th and due June 5th:

1. Prepare IEP goals and objectives from a Present Levels page given to you, aligning them with the EALRs and EALR extensions.

2. Using worksheets from Understanding By Design, plan a unit to address one objective from your IEP.  What specially designed instruction will you provide?  What accommodations or modifications will you put into place?

Practicum Requirements:

Curriculum Design and Modification for Exceptional Learners

Spring Quarter, 2004

Sue Pittman; Scott Coleman

During your 36 hours of practicum you will document your observations and participation using a portfolio.  To complete the portfolio you will need to do the tasks and create the documents described below.  Please keep all parts of the portfolio in a 3 ring binder and bring it to each of the Saturday meetings.

1. Keep a journal where you write down observations and reflections and take notes that will enable you to complete the other items described below.  This journal should be part of your 3 ring binder.

2. Keep a log showing the days and times you were in your practicum and for each day briefly describe what you did.  This description should include mention of any specific activities you were involved in that meets practicum requirements (i.e. lesson planning, interviews, etc.)

3. Interview three teachers about how they plan their reading and language arts programs.  Specifically, how do they plan for diverse students, including students with learning disabilities. The answers to these questions should then be included in the portfolio in a final, typed version.

4. Compile a list of the curriculum or specially designed instructional resources used in the special education classroom.  List for each curriculum area:  reading, written language, math, social and lifeskills.

5. Review a weeks worth of lesson plans with your cooperating teacher.  What worked?  What adjustments were needed?  Include the lesson objectives, materials and resources used, and modifications made in your written review.

6. Assist in lessons in each subject area: reading, written language, math, social and life skills.  Journal entries should include what lessons you assisted, how successful you felt the lesson was in accommodating the student(s) learning problems, and how you would have modified it, if at all.

7. Do a case study of a student you have contact with who may be struggling in reading.  What are the factors that are influencing his or her learning?  What components of the reading process pose the most problem for the student?  How would you address this learning problem (what instructional strategies/curriculum would you use)?

8. What are the strategies used at your practicum site to facilitate maintenance and generalization of skills across learning environments?

9. Obtain a copy of a student’s IEP (with identification removed) for the following:

(a) Alignment of the goals and objectives with the state EALRs and extensions; what adjustments could be made to align them more closely?

(b) Do the goals and objectives reflect the information in the present levels?  What information may be missing?

(c) Does the IEP include participation in the general education environment?  How do the goals and objectives support this?

10. Make a list of computer programs/software available for students in your school  in the curriculum areas.  Evaluate those in terms of application for students with disabilities; and the software’s ability to support skills in the curriculum area.  How would you use this software?  Are any accommodations or modifications needed for students with disabilities?

11. A considerable amount of software is available for instruction in math.  Identify two programs you think would be effective for young children (ages 5 to 8); for intermediate children (ages 9 to 12).

