SYLLABUS – PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR IN SPECIAL EDUCATION

SUMMER, 2007
CRN 
Sue Pittman, Instructor
Dates:  Tuesday and Thursday 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
June 26 – July 31 , 2007
Location:  Seminar II Bldg A Rm. 3109
Description:  This course is the concluding experience for the 24 credit special education endorsement core competencies.  It takes a look at current special education research with an emphasis on best practices.  Additional topics include:  effective skills in communicating and collaborating with parents, para educators and professionals; early childhood special education trends and curriculum; planning the transition of special education students between education settings and into a post-secondary environment; and use of technology in special education.
Texts:

1.   Families and Teachers of Individuals with Disabilities: Collaborative Orientation and Responsive Practices, Dorothy O’Shea and Lawrence O’Shea.


2.  Assistive Technology For People With Disabilities, Diane Pedrotty Bryant and Brian R. Bryant, Pearson Education, 2003

WEEK ONE:  

Tuesday: 
Working With Medically Fragile Students 

Student’s personal care and special health care needs

 


 Professional Support – the teacher’s role and responsibilities




Family support; Confidentiality



Safety – universal precautions


Assignment:  Read ECE GLE’s; research Piaget’s developmental stages


Thursday:        Early interventions/IDEA



Seminar on Piaget’s developmental stages vs. GLE’s




DEC recommended practices


Assignment:  Read Chapters 1-5 in Families and Teachers of Individuals

With Disabilities; choose a current topic in special education and research for a presentation in Week Five.*
WEEK TWO:
Tuesday: 
Typical families?  A look at diverse backgrounds, family 

                               characteristics and systems (roles and relationships)



    Family assessment

Assignment:  Read pages 155 to 221 in Families and Teachers of Individuals With Disabilities

Thursday: 
 Family dynamics and support from early childhood  to

 

adulthood

Family service providers     

Assignment:  Read pages 221 through 293 in Families and Teachers of

Individuals With Disabilities and Chapter 9, in Teaching Exceptional, At-Risk
And Diverse Students
WEEK THREE:  

Tuesday: 
Strategies for effective consultation and collaboration

Roll playing difficult situations

Assignment:  Read Chap. 3, 4 and 5 in Assistive Technology; Prepare a list, “Tips to Successful Collaboration with Parents And Other Professionals” – written with the beginning special education teacher in mind.

Thursday: 
 A Parent Panel




Present “Tips to Successful Collaboration”

WEEK FOUR:

Tuesday:
  Technology that supports the learning disabled student




  Technology to support handicapping conditions




  Technology for lifeskills and vocational training


Assignment:  Case study: students will receive choose a handicapping condition


and devise a plan to support the technology needs in all areas of the school; read 


“Transition” handout

Thursday:
 What IDEA says about transitions – the law

 Elementary to middle school transitions




 Middle school to high school transitions

                                     High school and beyond




 Present “Technology plan case study”
WEEK FIVE: 

Tuesday and Thursday:  Current topics in special education research presentations (choose a day and time for your presentation on Thursday).  Please notify me of any special technology needs in Week Four.
*A list of current topics in special education will be presented the first day of class.  Chose a topic and prepare to give a 30 minute presentation in Week Five.  

