CHARACTERISTICS OF SPECIAL NEEDS LEARNERS

Wed., Aug. 13:  8:00-12:00 General Outline: Introduction and Course

Overview:

Introduction to Special Education

Definition

History of Special Education






   94-142






   IDEA 105-17

                                            Assignment of Mini-reports

                          1:00- 5:00   Diagnosis and Assessment






  Referrals, tried interventions,






  Multidisciplinary approach

Assignment: Read on children with sensory impairments (Ch. 6 pgs153-167, 176-179)

Thursday, Aug. 14:  AM         Children with sensory impairments; guest speakers for visual

                                             impairment and 2 mini-reports on hearing impairment/deaf

                               PM          Children with developmental delays/ early childhood issues

                                              Guest speaker

Assignment: Read on Learning Disabilities, text (ch. 2); (WAC rules/school district rules);

                                              Children with Emotional and Behavioral disorders (Ch. 4)

Friday, Aug. 15:       AM          Children with Learning Disabilities; guest speaker

                                PM          Children with Behavioral and Emotional

                                               Disorders/ ADD and ADHD: guest speaker

Assignment over the weekend:  Read on Autism Spectrum Disorders (Ch. 3 pgs 91-98) and (Ch 5 pgs 128-129 

Monday, Aug. 18:      AM          Children with psychosis and autism; guest speaker on autism 

                                PM          Special Parents/Parent Panel

                                               Special Education and the Schools

Tuesday, Aug. 19:    AM          Children with physical impairments (Ch. 6 pgs 167-179) and communication Disorders (Ch. 3 pgs 67-90, 98-100)

                                                Mini-reports

                                PM           Mini-reports, questions, overview 

                                                of handicapping conditions, CEC, misc.

Assignment: In 4 pages, Either: Describe similarities and differences between children who are learning disabled, emotionally disturbed, autistic, mentally retarded or orthopedically impaired. Imagine you are the neighborhood school teacher and are asked to teach them together in a gr.4-6 setting. What are your feelings about this? Or: Inclusion versus special education placement: research the pros and cons/effectiveness of inclusion compared to self contained special education placement of a child with a severe disability of your choice.

Assignment due Aug. 31, 03. You may snail mail your paper to 123 Russell  Rd., Oakville, WA 98568 or e-mail to seeloewe@olynet.com 

Maggie’s Suggestions:

Due date not consistent between handouts: either make it Sept. 3 or Aug. 30

For four credits at TESC, a course generally would either have multiple papers, or make the paper at least 8-10 pages, and must include outside resources. I suggest students also incorporate information gleaned from the panelists.

Also, the students are asked to read the WAC, but not to do anything with it.  I suggest as part of the paper, students must include a section discussing how the WAC influenced their ideas on appropriate environments and teaching strategies.

If students choose option one on the paper, then the paper should discuss educational implications, accommodations and strategies (gleaned from text, speakers, and research) to teach these children. Leave out, or make only a very minor portion of the assignment, the teacher’s “feelings” about this situation.

If students choose option two on the paper than the student should discuss educational implications, accommodations and strategies to educate students appropriate to the two different environments.

The syllabus does not mention students having to access web sites, and document outside research sources as was discussed in planning sessions.

It appears the course currently does not include any reading or coverage on mental retardation and sever disabilities (chapter 5).  However, in the assignment this is one type of disability category students can write about. I suggest Chapter 5 be added to the reading list, perhaps as part of the reading assignment over the weekend to go along with the readings on autism.

Panelists should be asked to address, if they can, 

a) educational implications of the disability(ies), 

b) types and transmission routes of infectious diseases associated with the disability, 

c) effects of various medications commonly used by individuals with this disability, 

d) impact of this disability on learner’s academic and social abilities, attitudes, interests and values on instruction and career development

d) impact of multiple disabilities on behavior

e) how they go about selecting, adapting and using instructional strategies and materials according to the characteristics of learners with this type of disability

If the panelist can address these area, then students will have addressed some of the special education competencies in categories 1, 2, and 3.

