April 5, 2005
To All Residency Certificate Holders:
On March 16th I sent you a letter describing some of the improvements recently made in the Professional Certificate process and State Board of Education rules. I’ve received many positive comments about the letter and believe we are well on the way to making Pro Cert the kind of process it was meant to be—one that helps teachers grow professionally in a meaningful way and continue to have a positive impact on student learning. However, I made one inadvertent, but significant error in the letter which has created confusion in the field related to eligibility for the Advanced Track Pro Cert option. I just became aware of the problem and wanted to be sure you heard again from me first-hand regarding my intent and that of the State Board of Education.
The Advanced Track option is designed to meet the needs of out-of-state teachers who come to Washington with five or more years of teaching experience. In the letter, due to confusion following a complex discussion and set of actions, the term “out-of-state” was left out of the description of Advanced Track. This created the impression that the option was open to all teachers with five years of experience. This is not the case and was never the intent of the State Board rule changes. I apologize for any consternation this has caused.
Because of the transition in Washington from Initial and Continuing Certificates to Residency and Professional Certificates, there are three groups of teachers that have different certification pathways:

1. Teachers who were originally issued an Initial Certificate.
a. Teachers who originally received an Initial Certificate that expired after August 31, 2000, and who met the requirements for a renewal of the Initial Certificate or for the Continuing Certificate prior to the expiration date, may apply once for a renewed Initial Certificate or a Continuing Certificate by paying a $100 late fee and will not be required to shift to the Pro Cert program. 

b. Other teachers with expired Initial Certificates who have not met continuing certification requirements will be transferred to the new system. They will be issued a Residency Certificate, and will be required to enroll in a Pro Cert program and earn a Professional Certificate.
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2. In-state teachers. In-state teachers who earned a Residency Certificate after August 31, 2000, now have an extended period in which they can complete the Professional Certificate requirements, but are not eligible for the Advanced Track option. As I stated in the previous letter, the State Board of Education has changed the rules so that teachers may wait to start the Pro Cert program until after completing their provisional status. If needed, a two year extension will be automatically granted to teachers enrolled in a Pro Cert program.
3. Out-of-state teachers. Out-of state teachers who arrive in Washington with five or more years of teaching experience are eligible for the Advanced Track option. They must still provide evidence during the Pre-Assessment Seminar that all Professional Certificate standards have been met and must continue with a modified program to achieve any standards they have not met. 
Again, you have my and my staff’s heartfelt apology for the miscommunication. It was an honest error that occurred simply because we were dealing with the complex application of multiple rule changes based on the various types of certificates issued. Please contact Mary Jo Larsen at 360.725.4969 or mlarsen@ospi.wednet.edu if you have any questions.
I wish you the best of luck in your continuing development. Thanks a million for your commitment to our students and our profession.
Sincerely,

Dr. Terry Bergeson

State Superintendent of Public Instruction
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