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August 3, 2006

To:
Sherry Walton, in-coming MIT director


Scott Coleman, out-going MIT director

Re:
Connie Wood and ESL

Connie Wood applied to the MIT program indicating her intention to pursue endorsements in English language arts and ESL.

1) Connie never submitted an ESL endorsement worksheet, so she was only admitted to the program with an English language arts endorsement, still needing credit in adolescent literature and multicultural literature. While she was an English major at Brigham Young University, she was unable to demonstrate to the Admissions Committee that she had had multicultural literature. She also listed she was taking an adolescent literature class in 2005 from BYU, but to date (I checked her file in registration this morning), no transcript showing completion of this course has been received. At orientation she wrote on her information sheet that she had taken this course through distance learning and would send the transcript. Connie was told that she should not be pursuing other coursework while during her MIT program this past year, but she had assured us she was close to finishing this correspondence course.  She again later assured us in early November that this transcript would be sent. 

Email from Connie:

Maggie:

Yes, we talked about this--I'll have to finish up the BYU class over Breaks.

I almost finished it but not quite.  When it's done, I'll be sure to get the

transcript--but it probably won't be until Spring.  I have that long to

finish it.  Thanks for following up. 

Connie

-----Original Message-----

From: Maggie Foran [mailto:foranm@evergreen.edu] 

Sent: Monday, November 07, 2005 11:51 AM

To: Woodlael@comcast.net
Subject: BYU transcript?

Hi Connie,

I may have already asked you, but did you finish your adol lit course from

BYU and order a transcript for your MIT admissions file?

Maggie

-- 

Maggie Foran

MIT advising and certification

(360) 867-6559

2) Connie had a LING 577 course, Introduction to ESL Methodology at BYU.  Also she had some linguistics background from ENGL 223 Introduction to Language and ENGL 324 History of English Language  at BYU.  During mid-November, Connie popped in to ask about the ESL endorsement. Here  is an exchange of emails from Nov. 29th:
Hello Connie,

I met with MIT director Scott Coleman before Thanksgiving about your desire

to add the ESL endorsement as discussed earlier in the quarter. He reviewed

your file with me, and polled your MIT faculty to see if they were OK with

this request, given your prior coursework, passing WEST-E and prior

experience in the field. We will grant this request under the following

conditions:

1) You officially request to add the ESL endorsement. You must email or

write Scott a note to verify this request.

2) You take a 4-6 credits contract in ESL policy, history and assessment

next summer with an appropriate Evergreen faculty member such as Evelia

Romano, in addition to finishing your required  credit in adolescent

literature and credit in multicultural literature for your English language

arts endorsement.

Let me know your thoughts,

Maggie

-- 

Maggie Foran

MIT advising and certification

(360) 867-6559

Hello Connie,

In addition to the conditions in my last email about adding the ESL

endorsement, you would need to do one of your two student teaching

experiences in ESL.

Thanks,

Maggie

-- 

Maggie Foran

MIT advising and certification

(360) 867-6559

Hi Connie,

Evelia has been in Chile but is scheduled to return winter quarter. You can

wait until winter or spring quarter to contact her. You can stop in some

time and I'll show you how the ILC forms work.

Maggie

-- 

Maggie Foran

MIT advising and certification

(360) 867-6559

On 11/29/05 7:35 PM, "TIMOTHY WOOD" <woodlael@comcast.net> wrote:

> Maggie:

> 

> Thank you so much for following up on this and helping me out.  I will

> e-mail Scott and take the 4-6 credit contract this summer.  It will be an

> action packed two years but worth it.

> 

> How do I go about doing the contract?  Do I contact Evelia directly?

> 

> Thanks,

> Connie

3) Connie then emailed Scott to add the endorsement. Scott replied on Dec. 2 with the conditions for adding the endorsement:

Connie Wood

MIT 2005-07

Dear Connie,

Your request to add ESL as a second endorsement you are seeking  

through the MIT program has been approved with the following conditions:

completion of 4 to 6 credits (the exact number of credits will be  

decided by the ESL faculty member after meeting with you) in the  

areas of ESL policy, history and assessment during summer 2006. You  

should contact Maggie Foran in January about finding an ESL faculty  

member who will sponsor a contract in ESL policy, history and  

assessment.

As a reminder, the conditions remaining for your other endorsement,  

in English/language arts are:  some credit in adolescent literature  

and some credit in multicultural literature. From your prior  

discussions with Maggie, we anticipate that you will have completed  

credit in adolescent literature by the start of summer but may need  

to take some credit in multicultural literature this summer. You can  

meet with Maggie about whether or not you will need to take a course/ 

contract in adolescent literature this summer once you have completed  

you adolescent literature course.

Best wishes for your continuing success in our program,

Scott Coleman, Director

Master in Teaching Program

The Evergreen State College

360-867-6130

4) I asked Connie in mid-May if she intended to follow through with her ESL coursework this summer. I mentioned to her that she might be able to do this with Hannah Pratt in a group contract with Magda. This was her reply in an email of May 19th:

Maggie and Loren:

Given the load involved in the master's paper and my other pre-req this
summer--I won't be able to get the ESL endorsement I had hoped to add on.
I'm bummed but realistic :)
Connie Wood

5) Connie did register for an ILC with Terry Ford for multicultural literature this summer, along with Sonja’s ILC for research writing. She made the choice to take the research writing contract rather than pursue the necessary background in ESL. Her email yesterday saying she needed only 2 credits in inaccurate as you can see from my documentation. Connie can add this endorsement after the program if she chooses to take the needed coursework.

In conclusion, Connie was given multiple opportunities and explanations about what she needed to do to acquire the necessary academic background for an ESL endorsement in order to be prepared for student teaching in this endorsement. Hannah Pratt did do the required ESL coursework to strengthen her knowledge base, Connie chose not to. While Connie has some minimal ESL coursework and some practical experience teaching ESL in Korea, she does not  per Magda have the second language acquisition theory background at this point to student teach in ESL.  At this late date, I cannot support her request to move forward on an ESL endorsement and student teaching in ESL. She also has had two years of Spanish, but has not demonstrated she is proficient in Spanish in order to teach in a bilingual environment.

Maggie Foran
Certification Officer


Master in Teaching 


Certification and Advising


Lab I Room 3016


The Evergreen State College


Olympia, WA  98505


(360) 867-6559 ( foranm@evergreen.edu 
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