SYLLABUS – PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR IN SPECIAL EDUCATION

SUMMER, 2005
CRN 40160
Sue Pittman, Instructor
Dates:  Tuesday and Thursday 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
June 21 – July 221, 2005
Location:  Seminar II Bldg D Rm. 3109
Description:  This course is the concluding experience for the 24 credit special education endorsement core competencies.  We will look at family systems and factors that affect families of students with disabilities.  Strategies for collaboration between families, school personnel and community services will be explored.  Effective communication with families with students from all backgrounds will be stressed.  Other topics include transition plans at all levels of the student’s school experience, assistive technology to support the student in all settings, early childhood education, and lastly, issues and regulations around working with medically fragile students.

Texts:

1   Families and Teachers of Individuals with Disabilities: Collaborative Orientation and Responsive Practices, Dorothy O’Shea and Lawrence O’Shea.

2. Teaching Exceptional, Diverse and At Risk Students, Vaugh, Bos & Schum

3.   Special Education Technology: Classroom Applications by Rena Lewis, Wadsworth Publishing (1993) ISBN 053 4202861
Week One:  Working With Medically Fragile Students


Tuesday, June 21:  Who are students with special health care needs?

       Student’s personal care and special health care needs

 


       Professional Support – the teacher’s role and responsibilities


Thursday, June 23: Family support




        Confidentiality




        Safety – universal precautions


Assignment:  (1) Read “Promoting Transitions” handout


          (2)  Research I.D.E.A. for language on transitions



          (3) Research I.D.E.A. for Early Childhood Education requirements

Week Two:  Early Childhood Education and Facilitating Transitions


Tuesday, June 28:  Early interventions/I.D.E.A.




       Birth-to-three to preschool transitions

                                           Preschool to elementary school transitions

Thursday, June 30: What IDEA says about transitions – the law

        Elementary to middle school transitions




        Middle school to high school transitions

                                            High school and beyond


Assignment (Week Two):  (1) Read pages 1 through 125 in Families and

 Teachers of Individuals With Disabilities
        (2)  Read pages 255-265 in Teaching Exceptional,

Diverse and At Risk Students





        (3)  Prepare a formal transition plan from a case study




given you.

Week Three:  Family Systems and Collaboration

Tuesday, July 5:  Formal transition plan presentations

    Typical families?  A look at diverse backgrounds, family 

                               characteristics and systems (roles and relationships)



    Family assessment

Assignment:  Read pages 155 to 221 in Families and Teachers of Individuals With Disabilities

Thursday, July 7:  Family dynamics and support from early childhood  to

                              Adulthood



      Family service providers



      From a parent’s perspective:  A Parent Panel

Assignment:  Read pages 221 through 293 in Families and Teachers of

Individuals With Disabilities and Chapter 9, in Teaching Exceptional, At-Risk
And Diverse Students
Week Four:  Family Systems and Collaboration


Tuesday, July 12:  Strategies for effective consultation and collaboration

       Roll playing difficult situations

             Assignment:  Prepare a list, “Tips to Successful Collaboration with Parents




And Other Professionals” – written with the beginning special




education teacher in mind.

Thursday, July 14:  Collaboration presentations

Week Five: Technology in Special Education Environment


Tuesday, July 19:  Technology that supports the learning disabled student




       Technology to support handicapping conditions




       Technology for lifeskills and vocational training


Assignment:  Case study: students will receive choose a handicapping condition


And devise a plan to support the technology needs in all areas of the school.


Thursday, July 22:  Technology presentations

