INTRODUCTION TO SPECIAL EDUCATION

SUMMER, 2004

FACULTY:  Sherry Walton

OFFICE: SEM 2 A3104

PHONE:  867-6753

EMAIL:  waltonsl@evergreen.edu
This program will provide an overview of the history of special education, legislation affecting special needs students and their teachers, general considerations for working with students with disabilities, characteristics of disabilities, the relationship of teaching, learning, and the brain, teaching strategies, and responsibilities of educators.  The class is intended for pre-service teachers, practicing teachers who may wish an endorsement in special education, and any individuals interested in learning more about people with disabilities, their needs, and their rights.

· Class Times: Second Session: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Credits: 6

Texts:

Required:   

· Vaughn, Sharon. (2003). Teaching Exceptional, Diverse, and At-Risk Students. Allyn and Bacon. ISBN: 0-205-34271-K.  
· Lee, Christopher. (1992). Faking It. Heinemann. ISBN: 0-86709-296-3. 

Participants choose ONE of the following: 

· Lane, Hoffmeister, Bahan, & Bahan. (1996). A Journey Into the Deaf World. Independent Publishers Group. ISBN: 0915035634

· Willey, Liane Holliday. Pretending to Be Normal: Living with Asperger's Syndrome. Jessica King Pub. ISBN: 1853027499.

· To receive credit in this program, participants are expected to:

· Attend and participate in classes and workshops
· Complete the jigsaw and project assignments
· Demonstrate an understanding of program content through response papers and weekly take-home quizzes.
General Outline

WEEK ONE

Monday, July 26 

· Introductions and Course Overview

· Simulations/Assessing Campus Access

· Organizing for quarter projects

· Assignments:  

· Read assigned jigsaw piece for Wednesday, July 28th.  Complete worksheet to hand in and be prepared to share the information in a small group.

· Begin working on your projects.  The first presentation will be on Monday, Aug. 9.
Wednesday, July 28

· Jigsaw Teaching for Chapter 1 of Teaching Exceptional, Diverse, and At-Risk Students                            
· Quarter Project work if time permits
Assignments:

· Read Faking It for seminar on Monday, August 2.  Write a brief response paper to be handed in after seminar.

· Complete take-home quiz for Chap. 1.  Hand in on Monday, August 2.
· Work on quarter projects
· Thursday, July 29

· IDEA, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and ADA
Assignments:

· Read Chapter 2 in Teaching Exceptional, Diverse, and At-Risk Students for Wed., Aug. 4
· Work on quarter projects

WEEK TWO

Monday, August 2
· A History of Special Education

· Seminar:  Faking It
Assignments:

· Work on small group projects
· Read Chapter 2 in Teaching Exceptional, Diverse, and At-Risk Students for Wed., Aug. 4
· Wednesday, August 4

· Learning Disabilities and ADD/ADHD: Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines

Assignments:

· Choose at least 3 of the following websites:  Read them and write a brief summary about contents, strengths, and weaknesses.  Hand in summaries on Monday, Aug. 9.

· www.chadd.org  (Children and Adults with ADD)

· www.ldanatl.org (Learning Disabilities Association of America)

· www.ld.org (National Center for Learning Disabilities)

· www.add.org (National Attention Deficit Disorder Association)

· www.ldonline.org (Resources for individuals with LD and parents)

· www.rfbd.org (Recordings for the Blind and Dyslexic)

· Complete take-home quiz for Chap. 2.  Hand in on Monday, Aug. 9.
· One half of group read A Journey Into the Deaf World for seminar on Monday, August 9.  Write a one to two page response paper to be handed in.

· Skim Chapter 6 for presentations on Monday, Aug. 9 and Wednesday, Aug. 11. Jot down questions for presenters.

Thursday, August 5

· Individual or paired research and work time for quarter projects.
WEEK THREE

Monday, August 9

· Seminar: A Journey Into the Deaf World 
· Hearing Loss:  Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines – Project Presentation

· Assignments:

· One half of group read Pretending to Be Normal: Living with Asperger's Syndrome for seminar on Monday, Aug. 16.  Write one or two page response paper to be handed in.
· Skim Chapters 4 and 5 for presentations on Thursday, Aug. 12.  Jot down questions for presenters.
Wednesday, August 11

· Visual Loss:  Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines – Project Presentation

· Health and Physical Disabilities: Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines – Project Presentation

· Assignments:

· One half of group read Pretending to Be Normal: Living with Asperger's Syndrome for seminar on Monday, Aug. 16.
· Skim Chapters 4 and 5 for presentations on Thursday, Aug. 12.  Jot down questions for presenters.
Thursday, August 12

· Emotional and Behavioral Disorders: Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines – Project Presentation

· Developmental Delay: Definitions, Characteristics, Identification, Prevalence, Guidelines – Project Presentation
· Assignments:
· Read Chapter 3 for discussion on Monday, Aug. 16. Jot down notes and questions for presenters and for discussion.
· Complete take-home quizzes for Chapters 4, 5, & 6.  Hand in on Monday, Aug. 16.

WEEK FOUR

Monday, August 16 

· Seminar: Pretending to Be Normal: Living with Asperger's Syndrome
· Discussion of Communication Disorders and Pervasive Developmental Disorders

Assignments:

· Complete take-home quiz for Chap. 3.  Hand in on Wed., Aug. 18.
· Select one of the following videos to watch and make notes about for seminar on Monday, August 23.  These videos are available at outlets such as Hollywood Video and Blockbuster. Write a brief (1 to 2 pages) response paper about what you learned from the video, what questions arose for you.
· The Other Sister

· Fear of Flight

· Children of a Lesser God

· I Am Sam

· Wednesday, August 18

· Teaching, Learning, and the Brain

· Sign up for jigsaw on teaching approaches (Chapters 7, 8, 10, 11, 12 - 15) due on August 25 & 26.
· Assignment:

· Watch your selected movie and prepare response paper.
· Thursday, August 19

· Prepare for jigsaw teaching due on August 25 & 26.  Hand in outline of information you intend to share with the group.

WEEK FIVE

· Monday, August 23 

· Seminar:  Movies of choice

· Teaching, Learning, and the Brain

· Wednesday, August 25

· Jigsaw:  Helping Students Learn
Thursday, August 26

· Jigsaw:  Helping Students Learn
· Assessing What We've Learned

