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September 24, 2007
Ms. Esther Baker

Program Director, Teacher Assessments

Professional Educator Standards Board

Old Capitol Building

600 Washington St. S. Room 249

Olympia, WA  98504-7236

Dear Ms. Baker:

The Evergreen State College is responding to your letter of June 7, 2007 in regards to the WEST-E/Praxis II test results for testing year 2005-2006 as reported in the Washington Prospective Teacher Assessment System: 2005-2006 Results report issued by PESB. Your letter indicated that institutions with pass rates below 80% on any Praxis tests needed to respond with a brief report. The enclosure received indicated Evergreen had three testers in Spanish: Content Knowledge with an institutional pass rate of 67% (1 of 3 not passing). This was also the rate published in the Washington Prospective Teacher Assessment System: 2005-2006 Results published in Dec. 2006 by PESB. The MIT program does not accept applicants who have not passed the appropriate WEST-E/Praxis II for their endorsements; thus, all of our pass rates are 100%.

The Praxis Series Institutional Summary Report for The Evergreen State College for 9/1/2005-8/31/06 on p. 2 indicated that we had 3 examinees reported for Spanish Content Knowledge, but no detailed report was provided as ETS does not do so for fewer than 5 examinees, so there was no indication of a passing rate. The Roster of Examines for 9/1/05-7/06/06 received from ETS listed the names of Kira Attwood, Leah Humphries and Douglas Peterson Carpenter as having taken the Spanish test, with Evergreen listed as institution for the relevant training. Evergreen sent ETS a corrected roster indicating that Douglas Peterson Carpenter’s name should be removed, code 1, because he no longer attended the institution. 
One of the difficulties with this data is that we don’t know for sure which individuals the data is referring to for the institutional pass rate arrived at since no names are provided in the PESB or Praxis Institutional Summary reports. Evergreen does know the following:

Kira Attwood took the Spanish Praxis test and passed 4/29/06, and had her score sent to Evergreen. Kira was accepted to the MIT program for fall 2004, and graduated in June 2006. Kira, however, received her Spanish endorsement training at her undergraduate institution, Western Washington University, although her Spanish endorsement was issued by Evergreen upon completion of her MIT.

Leah Humphries took the Spanish Praxis test, passed on 3/04/2006, and had her score sent to Evergreen. Leah was accepted into the MIT program for fall 2006, and declined to attend in mid-September 2006. She was an Evergreen undergraduate which is where she did her Spanish endorsement preparation. Leah enrolled in the New York City Fellows program to obtain certification.

Douglas Peterson Carpenter took and passed the Spanish Praxis test 6/10/2006 and did send his score to Evergreen. He did attend Evergreen as an undergraduate until 1994, and may have taken coursework towards a Spanish endorsement. He never applied to our MIT program. Evergreen, in August 2006, sent ETS a corrected roster of examinees indicating Douglas Peterson Carpenter’s name should be removed, code 1, because he no longer attended the institution. 

Hannah Pratt took the Spanish Praxis test 6/11/05, passed, and had her score sent to Evergreen. Hannah was accepted to our MIT program for fall 2005, and graduated in June 2007. Hannah, however, received her Spanish endorsement training at her undergraduate institution, Pacific University, although her Spanish endorsement was issued by Evergreen upon completion of her MIT.
Laxmi Diaz took the Spanish Praxis test 3/6/04, did not pass, and had her score sent to Evergreen. She did her undergraduate work, including her endorsement preparation, at Evergreen. She was accepted into MIT for fall 2004, but not for a Spanish endorsement. She graduated from MIT in June 2006 with Visual Arts and ESL endorsements. We did not list Spanish on the Title II report for Laxmi.

Justin Becker took the Spanish Praxis test 6/12/04, passed, and had his score sent to Evergreen. He was originally accepted for fall 2004 for the MIT program, and then chose not to attend. He was re-accepted for fall 2006, and is scheduled to graduate in June 2008 with endorsements in Social Studies, History and Special Education as he chose not to pursue the Spanish endorsement. Justin’s Spanish preparation was at his undergraduate institution, Western Washington University.

I am unclear how ETS and PESB arrived at the 67% pass rate in Spanish for Evergreen. My only conclusion is that Laxmi Diaz’s results were included in this calculation, even though she tested in test year 2003-2004 and not 2005-2006, and did not enter into MIT with a Spanish endorsement.
As MIT director, I have examined the PESB Assessment Report for 2005-2006 and have examined the Institutional Summary Reports for Evergreen provided by ETS on the Praxis series for testing years 2004-2005, and 2005-2006. These latter reports only include information where the “n” reported was for a minimum of 10 examinees in ’04-’05, and of at least 5 in ’05-’06.  This information has been shared with the MIT certification officer and MIT faculty, and appropriate college faculty for areas reported such as English language arts and Social studies to affirm that they are preparing candidates well for passing their endorsement tests. 
Evergreen’s MIT candidates must show a passing WEST-E score along with no more than 8 credits left to do towards their endorsement coursework (not including methodology and student teaching which takes place in MIT) as part of their acceptance to the program. In general, about 40-48% of MIT students have completed their relevant training for endorsements here in undergraduate work at Evergreen. Each year, our certification officer deletes names from the Roster of Examinees provided by ETS of people who did not do their endorsement coursework at Evergreen. The list does, however, also include current undergraduates still taking endorsement coursework, and current teachers that have taken endorsement coursework here at Evergreen and who are adding endorsements (especially in special education). 
I urge PESB to provide clearer directions to institutions about whose WEST-E results should and should not be reported for the annual ETS Institutional Summary, and ultimately the annual PESB Assessment Reports.
For example, are we supposed to report ALL Evergreen undergraduates EVEN if they do not apply to MIT? Do we report MIT candidates whose endorsement coursework was completed at other institutions?
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on how assessment results are compiled aggregated and reported. I look forward to further collaboration to improve the accuracy and usability of testing results.

Sincerely,

Dr. Sherry Walton

MIT Program Director

Enc.

Master in Teaching Program 

Evergreen State College

Olympia, WA  98505


360.867.6753


http://www.evergreen.edu/mit

_1008738964.doc



