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November 2, 2004

Ms. Mara Mercedes Surel

1517 S. capitol Way Apt 411

Olympia, WA  98501

Dear Mara,

Congratulations on receiving an Evergreen State College 2004-2005 Jackie Robinson Scholarship. Patrick Hill, Evergreen faculty member and scholarship supporter, gave me a copy of the biographical information sheet that was distributed on the recipients. I enjoyed reading about your goals and activities.  

You mentioned that “through activism and eventually as a teacher”, you wanted “to create dialogue about race between various ethnic groups to create deeper understanding.” Thus, I am hoping you might consider joining Evergreen’s Master in Teaching (MIT) program after you finish your bachelor’s degree to help you achieve this vision. Our MIT program has been explicitly designed to explore the questions “How can public education meet the needs of diverse peoples who live in this democracy?” We examine what it means to base teacher education on a multicultural, democratic, developmental perspective and how performance based assessment can promote these values. Our curriculum reflects the belief that both teaching and learning must draw from many perspectives and include a multiplicity of ideas, and that MIT students should acquire a critical consciousness so they can provide children and youth with culturally responsive and equitable schooling opportunities. These themes are further articulated in our MIT catalog on page 4.

I hope you will take time to learn about our program, and I would be happy to meet with you to answer any questions about how to prepare for our program, or any of the teaching endorsement areas.  I am available Monday through Friday, 8 am to 5 pm in Lab I, room 3016. I can also answer general questions about teacher education and other programs around the state.

Sincerely,

Maggie Foran
Advising and Certification Specialist
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