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April 7, 2003

Ms. Laura Wright

1928 Lakehurst Dr SE

Olympia, WA  98501

Dear Ms. Wright,

I recently received a copy of an email you had sent to Lyndel Clark, former certification officer for The Evergreen State College.  Ms. Clark left this position last summer, and I took over in late August.  In December, she passed on your records to me.  At that time, I did not act on your additional endorsement request, as there was a note on the paperwork that additional documentation was needed (i.e. transcripts).

Last Thursday, April 3rd, I met with Connie Reichel, Program and Certification Specialist with OSPI and the official OSPI staff member assigned to monitor Evergreen’s teacher certification,  during her certification file visit to our program.  We reviewed your records to see if you qualified for an additional social studies or history endorsement, since I had several questions about your credits and how they applied.  Here are our findings:

1) Additional documentation of credits is still needed at this time.  The Certificated Credits Records you submitted as a record of your credits from Antioch University, Loyola Marymount University, and the University of Phoenix is inadequate for certification purposes.  Please submit official transcripts from these institutions.

2) Clock hour credits cannot generally be used for credits in obtaining endorsements, nor can work experience. Clock hours can be used towards renewal of certificates.  The WAC does allow colleges to determine that some experiences are equivalent to college credits, but per Connie, this option is exercised infrequently and can only apply be used for awarding a small number of credits if appropriate. Given your clock hours in social studies, your professional development courses in social studies, and your participation in the school district World’s People Committee and your work experience teaching World Language and Cultures, I will acknowledge these experiences as equivalent to 3.5 credits of world history that along with the course on Greece, will fulfill the world history requirement.

3) The geography course you took will not count as the grade was C-. The WAC is clear that all coursework for endorsements must have a C (2.0) grade or better. Four credits at least is needed in a geography course for the history supporting, the history primary and the broad area social studies endorsements.

4) In your endorsement worksheet, you used POLI 41, Intro to Govt in US from UNC Chapel Hill for political sci/civics category, and then again as POL 102 Am National Govt (what U of Arizona transferred the course as) to fulfill part of the world/regional/country history category. The course can be used twice only if the credits are split between the categories.  Also, since I do not have a course description, I am only counting these credits towards the civics category at this time.

5) The courses Applied Linguistics and Classroom Management do not count as social studies credits.

6) Course descriptions for HIST 21 and 22 are needed to determine if all categories within US history are covered: chronological, thematic, women’s and multicultural/ethnic. Also, the course description for ART 32 is needed to determine a mount of US History content before a decision can be made about its applicability. A course description for 572.2 Innovative Teaching Methods from U of Phoenix is also needed to determine if content includes economics.

I have enclosed my copies of endorsement worksheets as I would apply your credits.  If the above documentation is supplied, and the appropriate courses count, then completion of at least a 4 credit geography course is needed in order to obtain any history or social studies endorsements under the current endorsement system.

I realize this news may be disappointing to you, but I would like to work with you further to assist you in obtaining your additional endorsements.  Connie and I were both impressed by your teaching experience and professional development, and hope this clarification will move the endorsement process along one step further.

Sincerely,

Maggie Foran

Master in Teaching 


Certification and Advising


Lab I Room 3016


The Evergreen State College


Olympia, WA  98505


(360) 867-6559 ( foranm@evergreen.edu 
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