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January 23, 2009
Scott Seaman, Principal
Jennifer Combe, Art Teacher

Tumwater High School

700 Israel Rd,

Tumwater, WA   98501

Dear Mr. Seaman and Ms. Combe:
Ms. Jennifer (Bec) Giffen is currently a second year student in The Master in Teaching Program at The Evergreen State College. Ms. Giffen has successfully completed one year of education coursework and one quarter of student teaching in elementary education.  She is finishing education coursework this quarter and will complete a second quarter of student teaching in the spring. She is anticipated to graduate June 12 and receive her residency teaching certificate. As part of her professional development plan this quarter, she is working to complete the experiences necessary to add a visual arts endorsement to her certificate after graduation. She has already completed the necessary art courses, passed her WEST-E in visual arts, and has private experience teaching and displaying art. She also had some experiences teaching art at the elementary level in her first student teaching. Dr. Sherry Walton (MIT Director) and myself have met and worked with Bec to ask her to gain experience doing lesson planning and presenting an art lesson(s) at the secondary level to achieve her goal of a visual arts endorsement. Bec was encouraged to use her free Mondays this quarter to arrange some observation and practicum experiences in a public school art classroom. As with any teacher adding the art endorsement, Bec is responsible to:
1. Prepare a detailed essay/materials that includes:

· A description telling us how you have acquired the teaching methodology for the new endorsement: any methods courses, workshops, mentoring, and self-study you have done to prepare yourself to teach this content

· An outline of your professional development plans for continuing to improve your teaching in this content area over the next 1-3 years.

· A statement about your connections with the community outside your own classroom related to this content area: for example, any non-school, school-wide, district, state, national or other efforts you are involved in related to this content area.

· A brief description of your teaching philosophy as it relates to this content area; in other words, let us know what aims you most value in teaching and how you will achieve those aims through teaching in this content area.

· An overview of the methodology and materials you use to teach and assess in this content area. 

2. For each endorsement you are adding, send at least one evaluation from a supervisor or mentor based on one or more observations of your teaching in this content area if available. If not available, you may be asked to do a small field experience, and to be assessed a fee for a TESC faculty member to observe you teaching in the content area.

3.  For each endorsement you are adding you must submit a lesson plan and self-evaluation of a lesson you taught that includes:

· A description of the learning teaching context (describe your students, how the lesson fits into the unit or curriculum, and the arrangement of the classroom)

· Your learning targets (what students will know and be able to do – with reference to specific EALRs)

· The learning experiences/strategies used in the lesson

· A rationale for why you selected those learning experiences/strategies

· Your assessment methods for this lesson

· Your reflections on this lesson, including the extent to which you reached the learning targets and what you learned in this lesson that will inform your future teaching.

Bec will provide us with a portfolio with the materials listing above, showing lesson plans and evaluations from her experiences with elementary aged students, and lessons from her experience with high school and middle school students this quarter.

Thus, if you can provide Bec an opportunity to plan an art lesson that she can teach and one of you provide written feedback on the lesson for her portfolio, we would be appreciative.

Thank you for your willingness to assist Bec in gaining more art education experience.
Feel free to contact me if you have questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Maggie Foran
Associate Director, MIT
Certification Officer
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Seminar II E 3135 location, Se 2A 2117 mailstop

The Evergreen State College


Olympia, WA  98505


(360) 867-6559 ( foranm@evergreen.edu 
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