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“Preparing Teachers to Change Lives”

Initiatives to increase the quantity and quality of math and science teachers
Pipeline and Recruitment:

· Recruitment outreach to outstanding math and science students improved, tripled number of math admits to MIT program
· NSF S-STEM four year grant providing $100,000 annually in scholarships to undergraduates to study math and science
· Scholarships to attract diverse candidates to teaching include the Lloyd Colfax & Hearst Foundation scholarships for students with commitment to a Native American community,  MIT Diversity scholarship, awards for AmeriCorps members
· Fund for Innovation application submitted to recruit and support increased number of math and science teachers of color
· Campus programs support diverse students interested in education including GEAR UP Project, KEY Student Services, Access Services, First Peoples Advising
· Millennial Math and Science Teacher Explorers implemented, work-study funds for students to tutor in local classrooms

· Center for Community-Based Learning and Action coordinating math & science tutoring opportunities in local schools
· Science students developing materials for middle schoolers such as graphic novel to teach about genetics and evolution

· Chemistry Club recognized nationally for presenting lessons and sponsoring annual science day for local school children 
· Russell Family Foundation grant supports faculty learning communities to integrate sustainability concepts and practices into general education 

· Collaborative planning of math & science curricular offerings between liberal arts and education faculty facilitated
· Phage Lab on biochemical research providing internationally renown research opportunities and access to top scientists
· Forest Canopy Project working to build a suspension bridge providing access to canopy treetops as educational resource

· Center for Ecological Living and Learning (CELL) develops models of ecological agricultural practices and green design

· Curriculum for the Bioregion initiative of The Washington Center spreading best practices on sustainability education
· Quantitative and Symbolic Reasoning Center provides safe environment to strengthen analytical skills for math & science

· Faculty have/continue to provide expertise on development of state math & science standards, competencies, tests
Preparing Teachers:

· Mastery of academic subject matter as entrance requirement to MIT including rigorous coursework & competency testing
· MIT coursework to develop preservice teachers’ content knowledge, pedagogical skills and leadership potential
· Practicum experiences in schools throughout 2 year MIT certification program including 2 quarters of full time student teaching with at least one in a diverse environment
· Technology training in use of Smartboards, Geometer’s Sketchpad, and other tools incorporated into MIT

· Opportunities to attend regional and national conferences such as NCTM

· Exposure to relevant curriculum development such as Global Exchange Fair Trade, place-based initiatives, sustainability
Retooling /Professional Development:

· Master of Education in Curriculum and Instruction with Math or ELL endorsements implemented in 2007 in response to state shortages of qualified teachers

· M.Ed. coursework focuses on improving teachers’ content knowledge, pedagogical skills and leadership potential
· Publicized teachers’ access to funding such as Educator Retooling &  Future Teachers Conditional Scholarships
· Faculty involvement in dispersing best practices in math teaching and analysis of research through collaboration with the Math Education Project and the South Sound Mathematics Consortium 

Retention and Recognition:

· Higher aggregate first year placement rate for our MIT graduates than for graduates of the 18 WACTE institutions

· Lower attrition rate for our MIT graduates  in five year study of beginning teachers statewide

· Higher rate of graduates choosing to teach in schools with significant populations of students of color compared to graduates from other certification programs statewide
· Alumni and their students receiving awards such as  two teams of 5th grade science students coached by MIT graduate Lauri Boren receiving medals at the 2008 national Sally Ride Toy Challenge; two 7th grade teams and one 9th grade team coached by MIT graduate JoAnne Brown winning first place prizes of $50,000 in the national Lexus Environmental Challenge
