
Congratulations MIT graduate! Information you need to know:

Teaching permits and certificates 
     You have been issued an official “State of Washington Professional Education Permit.” A temporary permit (WAC 181-79A-128) is used to enable an applicant to become employed and serve in the appropriate role while the certificate application is being processed. The temporary permit is equivalent to a certificate in authorizing someone to be assigned in their role. The only differences: the temporary permit expires in 180 days, and the approved endorsements may be changed after review by OSPI certification. (Certification Handbook, Sept. 2006 p. 6). 

     Your permit serves as your residency teaching certificate for now. I submit an electronic version of your teaching application form to OSPI on 6/15/07. It takes 6-8 weeks for them to send back an original paper copy of your teaching certificate with an assigned number. The certificate will be a residency teacher certificate (provisional status), undated. I will let you know when they arrive back at Evergreen, and you may pick your’s up or I can mail it to you if so directed. Your permit and residency certificate allow you to be a substitute teacher as long as they are current. If the certificate lapses, you cannot substitute teach unless you renew your certificate or have the lifetime substitute certificate. Your residency certificate allows you to apply for teaching positions and certification in all states except Vermont and Virginia through the NASDTEC agreement. You contact the appropriate state’s department of education or teacher certification for their paperwork, etc. You may have to do additional testing or courses, but should be able to get a certificate for 1-3 years while finishing any remaining requirements.
After you have completed two years of employment and satisfied provisional employment status, you should have your residency teacher certificate reissued, with a five year expiration date. During those five years, you must enroll in a professional certificate program, prepare for National Board certification, or else complete an additional 15 credits of college coursework in order to have your residency certificate renewed. If you complete a professional certificate program within those five years, you will be issued the professional certificate for five years, and will not renew the residency certificate. If you pass your National Board certification, you will be issued the professional certificate.
Endorsements and teaching assignments
     Your endorsement allows you to teach in the grade levels and subjects as stated for the endorsement. You can also teach courses related to the endorsement per the endorsement related assignment table. You may teach in subjects that do not have endorsements. You may teach in an alternative setting if considered competent by your employing district. While in provisional status, you may be assigned to one out-of-endorsement assignment for up to 2 periods out of 7 or no more than 40% of a day. You may teach any subject as a substitute teacher. See additional clarifications on handouts from certification handbook, especially for middle school subjects.

     You may add endorsement to your teaching certificate via pathways 1, 2, and 3 as appropriate. See handouts, and also http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/endorsement/default.aspx
http://www.pesb.wa.gov/Endorsements/ADD_AN_ENDORSEMENT.asp
Highly Qualified Teacher (HQT)
See: www.k12.wa.us/Title IIA/HighlyQualifiedTeachers.aspx
Teachers employed for the 2007-2008 school year and beyond must be highly qualified if teaching the core academic subjects of English Language Arts, Reading, Mathematics, Science(s), Foreign Languages (designated world languages), Civics and Government, Economics, History, Geography and Arts (music, theatre, visual arts and dance).

Those of you with English Language Arts, History, Social Studies, Mathematics and Science(s) endorsements are HQ at all grade levels for that content area because of your passing WEST-E.
Those of you with middle level endorsements are HQ in your core content areas for grades 4-9 due to your passing WEST-E. The humanities endorsement is HQ in English language arts and social studies.

Those of you with elementary education endorsements are HQ for all subjects K-5, and for grade 6 self contained classrooms. While your elementary endorsement allows you to be assigned to teach in grades 6-8, you are not automatically HQ in the core content areas for those grades, and will have to become HQ by some other means than simply having the endorsement.
World languages, Visual Arts, Theatre arts and Dance endorsements make you HQ in those core areas at all grade levels.

You may become a HQT in areas besides your endorsement by:

a) having passed an appropriate WEST-E for the core content area

b) having an academic major for the core content area

c) having a graduate degree in the core content area

d) having 45 quarter credit hours in core content area

After one year of teaching you may be eligible to be evaluated to become HQ in other content areas by:

a) passing National Board certification in the content area

b) working out a HOUSSE plan of assistance with your district

c) having a points based HOUSSE assessment done that meets the 100 points required looking at your relevant college coursework, teaching experience in the core content area, professional learning experiences, professional leadership, internships and work experience outside the school setting, awards, honors, publications

Teacher Assistance Program

You may be eligible to participate in the TAP program as a new teacher, but not all districts are involved. See: http://www.k12.wa.us/ProfDev/tap/default.aspx
Additional Benefits for Teachers

Good Neighbor Next Door Sales Program through US Dept. of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) assists teachers to buy HUD Homes at 50% discount, see:

http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/sfh/reo/goodn/gnndabot.cfm

Federal Perkins Loan Teacher Cancellation
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/cancelperk.jsp?tab=repaying

Teacher Loan Forgiveness Program - FFEL and Direct Loan Programs 
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/cancelstaff.jsp?tab=repaying
http://cms.washingtonnea.org/
Info on home loans for teachers. Cathy Monroe at Washington Mutual Home Loan Center in Olympia has also worked with local teachers.

Children’s Fund through WEA to help buy clothing or supplies for a student in need:

http://www.washingtonea.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=154&Itemid=169
Educator Expense Deduction when filing taxes

http://www.irs.gov/formspubs/article/0,,id=109876,00.html#educator_2006
Also keep track of your union dues, job search expenses, professional development courses, professional literature, etc. and consult with accountant on the feasibility of deductions for these types of expenses

School supplies: OfficeMax, OfficeDepot, some Rotary Clubs, school PTA groups and other organizations may provide assistance to teachers in buying supplies, check around.
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