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May 19, 2006

Department of Education and Early Development

Teacher Education and Certification

801 W 10th Street, Suite 200

PO Box 110500

Juneau, AK  99811-0500

Dear Alaska Department of Education:

Ms. Nicolle Heshusius Gilsdorf, currently a teacher for the school at Tuluksak, has asked me to provide a letter verifying she is a highly qualified teacher and I am happy to do so. Nicolle graduated from the Master in Teaching program at The Evergreen State College in June, 2005. She completed two quarters of student teaching and education coursework for a total of 96 graduate quarter credits covering the required 25 knowledge and skill areas to become certified in the State of Washington. She was awarded the MIT degree, and the Residency Teaching certificate with an Elementary Education endorsement. As part of her acceptance to the MIT program and in order to meet state qualifications for the teaching certificate, she passed the Washington Educator Skills Test-Basic, given by National Evaluation Systems, Inc., and also Praxis II test # 0014 Elementary Education: Content Knowledge, given by the Educational Testing Service.

 The State of Washington has identified three ways for a General Education Teachers at the Elementary Level to demonstrate they are highly qualified:

a) passing the Praxis II Elementary Education (0014) test 

b) Pre-87 or Post-87 HOUSSE

c) Points-bases HOUSSE

This information can be found on Washington State’s Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction’s website at: http://www.k12.wa.us/TitleIIA/HighlyQualifiedTeachers.aspx
If Nicolle were employed in a Washington school this year, the district or private school would have filled out ID Form A found at the above website, and marked off Nicolle as Highly Qualified per NCLB standards by having passed the appropriate Praxis II test. This information would then have been reported to OSPI, and ultimately, the Federal Government.

If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Maggie Foran

Associate Director Master in Teaching Program

Certifiation Officer

The Evergreen State College
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