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Dear ATNI Tribal Leader;

I am writing to urge you to consider sending a representative of your Tribal
Nation to participate in a 2 day workshop regarding the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples scheduled to be conducted at the Lummi Indian
Reservation on August 18-19, 2010. As President of the Affiliated Tribes I have
agreed to co-sponsor the workshop with the Lummi Indian Nation. The workshop
presents an opportunity for your tribal delegates to learn about President
Obama’s plans to adopt the Declaration and what this may mean for you Tribe.

President Obama announced that he plans to “review the US position on the
Declaration” and decide whether he should change the “NO” vote cast by Bush in
September 2007 when the UN General Assembly debated the Declaration. The
General Assembly voted 143 to 4 in favor of adoption with only the US, Canada,
New Zealand and Australia voting NO. Since then Australia and New Zealand
have changed their position and announced their support for the Declaration.
Canada is now considering such a change along with the US. I believe that if
President Obama hears that a strong majority of US Tribal Leaders are in favor
of this important step, he will take action later this Fall, probably shortly after
the November 2" elections. 1am certain that once you have been briefed on the
content and terms of the UN Declaration you will be ready to make a decision
about whether President Obama should be asked to change the US position and
embrace the Declaration.

I apologize for the short notice regarding this workshop but we decided to
have ATNI join as a sponsor when we understood from Alan Parker and his
colleague John Gates that they have prepared an educational program regarding the
history of the Declaration and the potential benefits for US Tribes should the
United States become a signatory to the UN Declaration. This workshop will
provide your tribal delegates with valuable information that they can take to the
ATNI annual meeting in Spokane. The Kalispell is hosting the annual meeting
September 19" thru the 22™. Thank you for your attention and I look forward to
seeing you all in Spokane at the Northern Quest Casino Resort.
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Brian Cladoosby, President
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