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May 12, 2017

To:
Professional Educator Standards Board

From:
Maggie Foran, Certification Officer, The Evergreen State College
Proposal from the Certification Officers on Expanding Basic Skills Testing Alternatives 

The Certifications Officers’ Subgroup of the Washington Association of Colleges of Teacher Education voted on April 26, 2017 to submit this proposal to PESB requesting a change to the policies of which assessments are acceptable to meet the basic skills testing expectations for applying to certification programs in this state. I was tasked with drafting the proposal and submitting it for the group.

Proposal:

Allow all the PESB approved and published basic skills equivalent tests with appropriate cut scores to be acceptable alternatives to the WEST-B for any certification program applicant to the state’s approved certification programs, regardless of state residency status and program level/format.

We believe a change is advisable to expand access and decrease barriers to certification program entry, including:

· To improve fairness of options for all candidates, regardless of certification program structure (not privileging one group of applicants over another with number and types of options available e.g. MiT applicants and post-baccalaureate applicants can use CBEST, Praxis I, NES EAS assessments which are not available to certification candidates in BA or cert only programs which are not at the post-bac level), 

· to improve the success rates of second language learners passing these assessments (given some assessments such as Praxis CORE allow time and a half testing accommodations for second language learners with appropriate documentation, whereas WEST-B and SAT and ACT do not), 

· to decrease the financial costs to certification candidates (e.g. currently if a candidate applying to a BA with certification program and has acceptable CBEST scores, he/she cannot use them but instead must take on the expense and time to take the WEST-B)

· to decrease confusion about what basic skills assessments are acceptable to meet the admissions requirement to our state’s certification programs

Currently RCW 28A.410.220 (http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.410.220) and WAC 181-01-0025 WEST-B alternatives (http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=181-01-0025)and WAC 181-01-002 WEST-B exemptions (http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=181-01-002) are utilized by certification officers to guide applicants to this state’s certification programs about what basic skills tests are needed and allowable. We also refer prospective certification students to the PESB website and the Washington Educator Skills Test (WEST) website. 

Currently the RCW gives PESB the authority to accept alternative assessments in lieu of the WEST B.  PESB lists currently acceptable alternative assessments on their website at:

http://assessment.pesb.wa.gov/basic/west_b-alternative and at this time they are SAT and ACT as long as scores meet certain minimums and are within certain date ranges. These alternatives are available to all applicants to the state’s certification programs.  The certification officers believe this practice should continue.

PESB also has determined that WEST-B exemptions can be granted  under certain circumstances which are spelled out as “out-of-state candidates applying to masters level/post baccalaureate teacher preparation programs in the state of Washington, in lieu of passing the WEST-B, may present evidence of passing an alternative assessment per WAC 181-01-0025, or may provide official documentation of scores on equivalent skills tests as approved and published by the professional educator standards board. 

The Basic Skills Equivalent Tests list is on the PESB website (https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hTqp6YC1iDHOdvakDGqhf6_4p6r7uTVY9tVZwnVbQQk/edit). These equivalent tests are only available as defined in WAC above for a very narrow group of applicants to certification programs. The certification officers believe all tests on this basic skills equivalent tests list should be available to any candidate to any approved certification program in the state.

In addition, teacher preparation program applicants deserve a consistent message about basic skills entrance testing requirements from us, PESB materials and staff, and OSPI. 

Currently the certification officers take their job very seriously and always strive to properly interpret RCW and WAC which govern entry and exit of certification programs. However, we are aware applicants receive mixed messages about basic skills testing, and we frequently have to clear up misunderstandings. For instance:

· The PESB website home page on assessments mentions the Praxis I, as does the WEST website, as an alternative assessment for the WEST-B. However, the PESB website on the alternative test webpage only shows the SAT and ACT as acceptable alternatives. 

· Too, the Praxis I has not been available since late 2014. The Praxis CORE replaced the Praxis I in 2015, yet no mention of this assessment except under the equivalent tests list.

· The WEST website http://www.west.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=GEN_WhatTestsDoINeedToTake.html
further adds to the confusion when it mentions candidates who can provide documentation of passing scores on the Praxis I, CBEST or NES Essential Academic Skills Test are exempt from taking the WEST–B. This is incomplete information, as the only applicants to certification programs that can currently use these tests are “out-of-state candidates applying to masters level/post-baccalaureate programs” per WAC 181-01-002 cited above.

We hope to get on “the same page” in communicating to future teachers what basic skills can be used for entrance to our state’s preparation programs. We want to grow a larger, more diverse and well qualified teacher workforce and we believe both updating information websites for consistent messaging, and expanding the acceptable alternative tests to the WEST B will help us accomplish this goal.
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