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August 3, 2006

Admissions Committee

Master of Arts in Teaching Program

Concordia University

2811 NE Holman

Portland, OR  97211

Dear Admissions Committee:

Evergreen alumna Ms. Candice Caitlin has requested a letter of recommendation for her application to your Master of Arts in Teaching Program. Ms. Caitlin completed her BA at The Evergreen State College in spring 2005, and while at Evergreen took programs to solidify her content knowledge of math and science, and programs to gain experience in and understanding of schools, in order to prepare herself for our Master in Teaching Program. Ms. Caitlin was accepted to our MIT program for fall 2005, but did not enroll due to health and financial concerns.

While I cannot attest personally to Ms. Caitlin’s potential to work with youth, she did gain valuable experience working with middle school and high school youth over the past several years. I will quote from several of her instructors in Candice’s evaluations, since these instructors are unavailable due to summer vacation plans to write letters of recommendation directly:

     “Indeed, her intense concern for the education of the incarcerated youth she tutored during her off-campus learning opportunity left me with no doubt about her commitment to a justice-based educational system.”  

     Helena Meyer-Knapp, Winter and Spring 2004, Education, Values and Society – Candice earned 4 credits for an internship at Green Hill School in Chehalis

“Candice fulfilled all requirements of her internship at Chehalis Middle School, working 12 hours per week as an educational assistant in a middle school math/science classroom…From my review of Candice’s field journal and my discussion with her at the end of the quarter, it is clear that she was deeply engaged in this experience – observing carefully and thinking critically about what she saw. Her approach of contrasting this public school environment with the correctional facility environment led her naturally to think deeply about the impact of the inner state of the learner in the learning process. The understandings Candice gained … about the emotional and social factors that can affect learning will be of great benefit to her as she continues her study and practice of education… Candice was also able to become involved in significant ways with the students of Chehalis Middle School: of particular note was her taking responsibility for a class of over 30 students on a field trip and her planning and teaching of a very creative and effective lesson on geometric solids.”

     Dr. Scott Coleman, Director MIT, internship supervisor Spring 2005 – Candice earned 4 credits for an internship as a Math/Science Aide in the Middle School

I believe these comments attest to Candice’s potential for working with youth.  However, I have no knowledge of what she has been doing the past year. Best wishes in evaluating her qualifications.

Maggie Foran
Associate Director, Master in Teaching Program

Seminar II E 2115


The Evergreen State College


Olympia, WA  98505


(360) 867-6559 ( foranm@evergreen.edu 


http://www.evergreen.edu/mit
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