ASSESSMENT IN SPECIAL EDUCATION

FALL QUARTER, 2004

SYLLABUS

Sue Pittman, Instructor

Dates:  October 2, 23, November 6, 20, December 11, 2004

Time:   9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Place:   Seminar 2, Rm. A3107

Description:  This course will cover the central competencies in the area of special education assessment.  It will provide a basic knowledge of the purposes, implementation and interpretation of formal and informal assessments.  Participants will gain an understanding of how to administered, score, interpret and report on formal and informal assessments, and analyze the accessibility and appropriateness of assessments for students with disabilities.  They will then use this knowledge to determine the effectiveness of  Individual Education Plans, as well as modifications and accommodations to general curriculum.  Students will be required to complete five 6 hour classes and 36 hours of practicum.

Text:  Assessment in Special Education, a Practical Approach by Roger Pierangelo and George A. Giulani, Allyn and Bacon Pub, 2002

WEEK 1:  October 2, 2004

a.m.  
Introductions



Discuss endorsement and practicum requirements



Assessment – What is it?



What the Law tells us about Assessment



Purposes of Assessment


p.m.
Special Education eligibility categories



Case studies:  to refer or not to refer?


Selection of assessment tools

Assignment:  Read Chapters 1 through 5 in Assessment in Special Education, a Practical Approach.
Week 2:  October 23, 2004


a.m.
Assessment terminology quiz



Seminar on Chapt. 1-5

State and district level assessments (ITBS, WASL, WAAS, levels tests,

 etc.) – What are they, how are they used to guide the IEP process?

p.m.  
Discussion on testing accommodations and alternative assessments



and a hands-on look at testing tools.
Assignment:  Read Chapters 6, 7, 17, 18 in our text; pick an assessment area from Chapt. 11 through 14, research, and prepare a presentation to be given to the class on November 20th. (Be prepared to turn in your research/presentation in writing to the instructor also.)
Week 3:  November 6, 2004


a.m.
Seminar on Chapters 6, 7, 17 and 18



Informal and classroom assessments: using these to support the IEP and to 



Evaluate effectiveness of IEPs.


p.m.
Behavioral assessments

Assignment:  Read Chapters 8 through 14.  Formalize presentation for Nov. 20th.
Week 4: November 20, 2004


a.m.
Presentations on assessment areas.



Seminar on Chapters 8 through 14

p.m.
Case studies:  evaluating effectiveness of IEP using formal and informal 



assessments

Assignmnent:  Read Chapters 15, 19 and Appendix B; write an IEP “Present Levels” page from student assessment case study given you.

Week 5: December 12, 2004


a.m.
Who determines disability?


Seminar on assessments in transitions.


p.m.  
Course evaluations
