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During your 36 hours of special education assessment practicum you will document your observations and participation using a portfolio. To complete the portfolio you will need to do the tasks and create the documents described below. Please keep all parts of the portfolio in a 3 ring binder and bring it to each of the Saturday meetings.  

1. Keep a journal where you write down observations and reflections and take notes that will enable you to complete the other items described below. This journal should fit into the 3 ring binder.

2. Extract from your journal a "log" showing the days and times you were in your assessment practicum and for each day briefly describe what you did. Your descriptions for each day should include mention of any specific assessment activities you were involved in, such as IEP meetings. 

3. Interview your cooperating teacher about each of the following three issues: carefully taking notes in your journal and then prepare a word-processed final version. Do this interview during the first week of your practicum.

a. Special Education Referral and Assessment: in this school, how are students referred, who conducts the assessments, how long does it take to get assessed, when are assessments to determine re-eligibility conducted?

b. Learning Disability Diagnosis: in this school how are students initially identified, which assessments used to help make this diagnosis?

c. Behavioral Disorder Diagnosis: in this school how are students initially identified, which assessments used to help make this diagnosis?

4. Create a chart (a list with columns) indicating the assessments typically used in your school by your cooperating teacher. The chart should list each assessment, indicate its purpose, and tell whether it is formal or informal. 

5. Create a chart of the assessment software used in your school for special needs students, indicating the name and purpose of each piece of software and noting the limitations of the software (for example, that it cannot be used by students with auditory or motor skill impairments). If possible, you should use each piece of software yourself.

6. Based on your observations and discussion with your cooperating teacher, describe the assessment modifications made for a specific student, including an explanation as to why the modifications were made.

7. Assist in administering at least one assessment (formal and/or informal) to one or more students and describe your experience.  Give the name of the assessment, its purpose and some brief reflections about what you learned from the experience.  Critique the assessment tool(s) for use with special education students.
8. Create a one page “case study” that shows how your cooperating teacher reviewed and used assessment data for a particular student in preparation for developing an IEP.  Describe the sources of assessment data used by the teacher to review the student’s progress.  

9.   With prior permission, attend an Eligibility Determination Meeting, 3 year Re-evaluation meeting, 

      or IEP meeting, noting the process and your reflections in your journal.
10.  Describe the process used for reporting student behavior and how that is used to determine least restrictive environment (LRE) and specially designed instruction (SDI).

Optional Assignments: The following assignments are optional – you are encouraged to complete them if you are able to obtain parent permission to review a student's records.

a. Read the current IEP of a student in your classroom and then write a one-page summary of the IEP.

b. List and briefly describe each piece of background information that has been collected about a student in your classroom: this would include information supplied by parents and professionals

