Adding a Visual Arts Endorsement

Teacher Certification and Advising

The Evergreen State College

Please submit all materials described in Part I to Maggie Foran, Teacher Certification Officer, The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA  98505

1. Official copies of transcripts for all colleges attended.

2. Filled out appropriate endorsement worksheet. Download from: http://www.evergreen.edu/mit/application/endorsementworksheets.htm. Upon receipt of transcripts and endorsement worksheet, the certification officer will contact you to discuss if additional coursework might be needed.
3. Official passing scores from the appropriate WEST-E test(s). See www.west.nesinc.com for test dates, registration, etc. These tests are given 6 times a year. 

4. Submit a copy of your current teaching certificate and resume.
5. Prepare a cover letter for each endorsement you wish to add that includes:

· A description telling us how you have acquired the teaching methodology for the new endorsement: any methods courses, workshops, mentoring, and self-study you have done to prepare yourself to teach this content, especially familiarity with new CBPAs (see http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/Arts/default.aspx)
· An outline of your professional development plans for continuing to improve your teaching in this content area over the next 1-3 years 
· A statement about your connections with the community outside your own classroom related to this content area: for example, any non-school, school-wide, district, state, national or other efforts you are involved in related to this content area

· A brief description of your teaching philosophy as it relates to this content area; in other words, let us know what aims you most value in teaching and how you will achieve those aims through teaching in this content area 
· An overview of the methodology and materials you use to teach and assess in this content area. 

6. For each endorsement you are adding, send at least one evaluation from a supervisor or mentor based on one or more observations of your teaching in this content area. If you have never taught the arts, then you may be asked to arrange opportunities to do so at the elementary, middle school and high school levels.
7.  For the visual arts endorsement you are adding you must submit two lesson plans (one using elementary EALRs and one using secondary EALRs, see http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/Arts/default.aspx) and self-evaluation of the lessons you taught that includes:
· A description of the learning teaching context (describe your students, how the lesson fits into the unit or curriculum, and the arrangement of the classroom)

· Your learning targets (what students will know and be able to do – with reference to specific EALRs)

· The learning experiences/strategies used in the lesson

· A rationale for why you selected those learning experiences/strategies

· Your formative and summative assessment methods for this lesson

· Your reflections on this lesson, including the extent to which you reached the learning targets and what you learned in this lesson that will inform your future teaching.
8. For the visual arts endorsement you must read over the Visual arts competencies found on the OSPI website at: http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/profed/competency.aspx. You should also be knowledgeable of the visual arts learning standards and the arts elements, principles, foundations fundamentals, skills and techniques frameworks guide found on the OSPI website at: http://www.k12.wa.us/Arts/Standards/default.aspx. If you are attempting to show you have art knowledge gained through private study/practice rather than through college credits, you must prepare a document detailing what experiences you have gained and how they related to these competencies and standards/skills. 
9. You must submit a portfolio of your art works (or photos of your works) demonstrating your own strong studio skills, understanding of art making processes, and ability to express your own feelings and values through meaningful creation of art in different media, etc. See attachment. This portfolio will be evaluated by current art teachers.
10. Submit the OSPI Application for an Additional Endorsement, download from: http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/certapp/1535.pdf  and send to me. The fee we collect and pass on to the Educational Service district for reprinting your teaching certificate is $48. You may do a check made out to The Evergreen State College, or a money order. You can also pay with debit card in person here at the college if you prefer.
11. Submit an portfolio evaluation and endorsement recordkeeping/evaluation fee to TESC in the amount of $90, in addition to the $48 we pass on to the state as mentioned above.

Visual Arts Portfolio Guidelines

The Evergreen State College

Master in Teaching Program

Arts Education (dance, music, theatre and visual arts) is part of the Basic Education all students must receive in Washington’s public schools, and is a core academic subject that must be taught by highly qualified teachers.

Please review the endorsement competencies (knowledge and skill expectations of teachers, and what they should foster in students) for visual arts on the PESB website at:

http://program.pesb.wa.gov/add-new/endorsement/list/visarts
Please review the Arts Elements, Principles, Foundations, Skills and Techniques Chart found on the OSPI website at: http://www.k12.wa.us/Arts/Standards/pubdocs/ArtsStandards.pdf#Elements
You are encouraged to also begin developing familiarity with the Visual Arts Learning Standards incorporating EALRS, GLEs, CBPAs and other guiding arts education documents on the OSPI website at: http://www.k12.wa.us/Arts/Standards/default.aspx
In the process of becoming an arts educator, your art knowledge and skills are being assessed by multiple measures including:

· the WEST-E

· a review of your prior academic training in art

· a portfolio demonstrating your studio and reflection skills

· lesson plans and reflections, teaching evaluations.

As the WEST-E is not a sufficient measure to evaluate your studio skills and knowledge of processes in creating and evaluating art, you are asked to create a portfolio. This portfolio should demonstrate your own strong studio skills, understanding of art making processes, ability to express your own feelings and values through meaningful creation of art in different media, and ability to interpret and explain your own art to self and others. You are also asked to show your ability to apply principles of aesthetics and knowledge of art from other cultures through a reflection on an art piece from a non-Western culture. Please include within the portfolio:

1. A resume of your art training, and a descriptive listing of art presentations, installations and exhibitions in which you have been a participant

2. Photographs of at least at total of  two of your works of art drawn from at least two of the following categories:

a. Drawing and painting

b. Photography and printmaking

c. Sculpture

d. Ceramics/pottery, fiber arts, jewelry, glass and other arts and crafts

e. Graphic Arts and Media Arts (film, video, TV, animation, digital/computer art)

f. Mixed media and other arts

3. A reflective paper for each work of art that addresses:

a. What planning and conceptualization did you do for the piece?

b. Who was your intended audience and what was the function for the piece?

c. Describe your artistic choices, what were the elements of art and principles of design (see arts chart above) you utilized and why, what were the visual qualities desired, and what was the style of communication (e.g. realistic, nonobjective, abstract).

d. Describe the characteristics of the materials, tools and traditional and new technologies used in creating the piece.

e. Describe the characteristics and uses of the methods, processes and techniques employed in creating the piece.

f. Describe the safe and proper use and care of materials and tools employed used in creating the piece.

g. What feelings and values were you expressing through the creation of this piece? What feelings and values does the piece communicate to you? To others?

h. How do you interpret your creation and what is your critique of this piece?

4. Select a non-Western work of art and include a photocopy of it in your portfolio. 

Include a reflective paper on this piece that addresses:

a. What principles and concepts of aesthetics are applied in this piece?

b. Describe how the aesthetic choices of the creator of this piece of art might have been influenced by his/her environment, culture and historical context.

c. Describe some of the common evaluations of this piece, and also your own interpretation. How does your own background influence your perceptions?

Please submit portfolio items to:
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If you have further questions, please contact Maggie at (360) 867-6559 or foranm@evergreen.edu
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