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1.  Classroom rules and routines that affect the lesson: Students are expected to come in, gather materials and begin working on a “Do Now” activity.  Students are expected to raise their hands to share information or ask questions.  Personal electronic devices are not permitted during class time.  Students are responsible for behaving in a safe, respectful manner in the classroom.  Lab safety measures are always a priority and should be strictly followed.  

2.  Physical arrangement and grouping patterns that affect the lesson: For this activity students are grouped in pairs or groups of four.  Pairs share information with other pairs and then with the large group.
3.  Total number of students:
26      Females: 13   Males: 13  Age range: 14 to 15 years old
4.  Describe the range of abilities in the classroom: This classroom is made up of students of many different ability levels.  However, I would not necessarily consider it a heterogeneous group.   Many students struggle academically and behaviorally while a handful excel.  There are approximately 6 “high” students, 13 “average” performers, and 6 students that typically perform below standard.

5.  Describe the range of socio-economic backgrounds of the students: This class has students from very wealthy backgrounds as well as those living in poverty.  However, most students in this class come from middle income households and/or military families.  

6.  Describe the racial/ethnic composition of the classroom, and what is done to make the teaching and learning culturally responsive: I have 2 African American students, 2 Pacific Islanders, and 2 Hispanic students.  I take all students into consideration when planning.  None of these students are ELL.  Many of my students lack understanding of skills directly related to science.   Many of them have never touched a paper map and therefore are confused by map reading procedures.  Students also have had limited exposure to science learning both in school and at home.  I have used graphic organizers and cooperative learning techniques to refresh and solidify understanding of some of these skills and the terminology that supports the lesson.  When I am introducing a new procedure, strategy, or skill I take the time to ensure students have the background knowledge to support their learning.  If they do not, we all review.

7.  How many students are limited English proficient? 0


8.  Describe the range of native languages and what, if any, modifications are made for LEP students: Not applicable to this group of students.

9.  How many special education and gifted/talented students are in the class and what accommodations, if any, are made for them?

Special Education
Number of

Category

Students


Accommodations/Pertinent IEP Objectives

Spec. Learning 

Disabled

1

This student has reading and writing goals that she is working on.  This student is often supported with scaffolded worksheets, partner scribes, partner readers, and shortened assignments.   
10.  How many 504 students are there? 0
What accommodations are made for these students?




11.  Are there additional considerations about the classroom/students for which you need to adapt your teaching (e.g., religious beliefs, family situations, sexual orientation)? 

Appropriate child development as well as social development and social skills are always helpful to keep in mind.  Freshmen are embarking on a very important part of their educational career/experience.  Often they are expected to perform tasks that are very challenging for where they are developmentally.  I feel that it is very important to make adjustments to the curriculum and activities that support their development and growth in a positive way.  Some ways I support these students are: 1. Scaffolding worksheets with fill-in-the-blank where other students write entire sentences or lists.  2. Allowing students to cooperatively create notes that will be shared. 3. Intentional pairing of students that work well together.  4. Providing extra work time or due date extensions.  IEP students will be allowed to complete their conclusions in their Study Skills class with help from their SPED Instructor and para-profesionals.  Another method I use to help students comprehend the reading and understand the terms is dyad reading.  One student reads a paragraph and then they both discuss what was read and heard.  They clarify misunderstandings or confusion and then the other student reads a paragraph.  This takes away some of the fear behind whole class read aloud and really allows students to be sure they understand what was covered.  For this lesson students will read the lab instructions in dyad format.

