Adding a Special Education Endorsement

Sarah Nusser

Teacher Certification and Advising

The Evergreen State College

Please submit all materials to Maggie Foran, Teacher Certification Officer, The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA  98505

Part Materials Needed to Add Any Endorsement

1. Official copy of transcript for college/university where teacher certification program completed.

2. Submit a copy of your current teaching certificate (when available) and resume.

3. Prepare a cover letter for each endorsement you wish to add that includes:

· A description telling us how you have acquired the teaching methodology for the new endorsement: any methods courses, workshops, mentoring, and self-study you have done to prepare yourself to teach this content

· An outline of your professional development plans for continuing to improve your teaching in this content area over the next 1-3 years.

· A statement about your connections with the community outside your own classroom related to this content area: for example, any non-school, school-wide, district, state, national or other efforts you are involved in related to this content area.

· A brief description of your teaching philosophy as it relates to this content area; in other words, let us know what aims you most value in teaching and how you will achieve those aims through teaching in this content area.

· An overview of the methodology and materials you use to teach and assess in this content area. 

4. For each endorsement you are adding, send at least one evaluation from a supervisor or mentor based on one or more observations of your teaching in this content area if available. If not available, you may be asked to do a small field experience, and to be assessed a fee for a TESC faculty member to observe you teaching in the content area. Please send copies of student teaching evaluations.
5.  For each endorsement you are adding you must submit a lesson plan and self-evaluation of a lesson you taught that includes:

· A description of the learning teaching context (describe your students, how the lesson fits into the unit or curriculum, and the arrangement of the classroom)

· Your learning targets (what students will know and be able to do – with reference to specific EALRs)

· The learning experiences/strategies used in the lesson

· A rationale for why you selected those learning experiences/strategies

· Your assessment methods for this lesson

· Your reflections on this lesson, including the extent to which you reached the learning targets and what you learned in this lesson that will inform your future teaching.

· Please provide specifics about differentiation, and also accomodations for special needs learners.

6. Submit an endorsement evaluation fee ($90) to The Evergreen State College for account 25021-52504 along with additional Endorsement (form 1535)  found at: http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/certapp/1535.pdf
Part II: Specific Criteria for the Endorsement

Your evidence will be evaluated by an appropriate faculty member within Evergreen’s teacher education program, and you may be asked to meet with her for a discussion and any clarification about your readiness to be a special education teacher. If the faculty member recommends you for the added endorsement, I can process the recommendation for this endorsement to be added to your certificate once the certificate is obtained. The faculty member may determine you need additional study and/or fieldwork after a review of your evidence before the added endorsement is processed. This may require an independent learning contract for instance.

