 Draft response to John Mowe 10/30/03

I have met with our MIT direct Scott Coleman and done an initial review of your endorsement worksheets, emails outlining experience in math, science and art, and your request to add endorsements in mathematics, biology, general science and visual arts. The following steps would need to be completed to finalize the process to add endorsements:

In general, for each endorsement area you will need to: 

•identify in what course(s) you had teaching methods for that endorsement, 

•provide several lesson plans (can be used to fulfill multiple competencies, but please label which ones are addressed),

•provide a teaching evaluation, along with a letter from a principal attesting to your teaching competence for each endorsement area 

•provide a statement of your professional development plan and activities and community involvement related to that endorsement

•provide some document outlining your teaching philosophy, pedagogy, and assessment methods for each endorsement area.

Specific items needed include:

•Provide official copies of transcripts for all colleges attended.

•Take and pass the appropriate WEST-E tests.

•Provide the appropriate evidence for knowledge and skills within each endorsement area (detailed below for each endorsement).

•Provide copies of teaching evaluations/observations done on you by Cookie Kalfur and possibly Deb Volturno from CHOICE High School,  Kathy Bernhoft and/or the principal at Sequim Community School, and any evaluations the administration at North Olympic Skills Center. Also a copy of your student teaching evaluation.

•Submit a copy of your current teaching certificate.

•Submit the Application for an Additional Endorsement (form 1535 found at http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/certapp/1535.pdf)

•Submit a fee of $15 per endorsement in check form made out to ESD #113.

•Submit an endorsement evaluation fee to TESC in the amount of  $90.

Mathematics:

Although you do not appear to have any direct math classes in modern abstract mathematics or foundations of mathematics, you do have a strong base of 53 applicable math credits. Thus, if you successfully pass the Praxis II test #10061 Mathematics: Content Knowledge, we will note you have the satisfied many of the appropriate knowledge competencies for the math endorsement.

You will be asked to take a 1 credit  independent learning contract in mathematics teaching methodology if you did not already have a math methods course in your MEd.

You will also need the following evidence to satisfy remaining knowledge and skill competencies:

1. Provide a math lesson plan showing attention to diversity of learners, including a variety of learning styles. (K21)

2. Provide a math lesson plan showing incorporation of technology (S22.1)

3. Provide a lesson plan or a list of print and electronic resources you use in math teaching (S22.2)

4. Provide a list of formative and summative math assessments you utilize with your students. Please note the strengths and weaknesses of these assessments. Provide an example of when a formative assessment was used to adjust an instructional strategy, and when a summative assessment was used to evaluate your math program. (K23 and S23)

5. Provide a list (names of sponsoring organization, name of trainings, dates) of professional conferences, in-services, etc. you’ve attended on effective math instructional strategies, and a list of any other ways you keep current on math research (professional journals? Web sites? Etc). (K24)

6. Provide an explanation of how you are familiar with state and national math standards. (K25)

7. Provide a lesson plan showing incorporation of an instructional strategy(ies) based on current research as well as national, state and local standards for math instruction (S25).

8. Cite instances of having worked on an interdisciplinary team and in an interdisciplinary environment. (S26)

9. List how you are involved in the professional community of math educators (organizational memberships? Have provided training or consulted with others? Etc). (S27)

10. Provide a letter from your principal or other certified math educator who has observed you, and evaluated you teaching math, and can attest to:

a) your ability to identify, teach and model problem solving in grades 4-12 (S17)

b) your understanding of diverse math learners (K21)

c) your appropriate use of technology to support math learning (S22.1)

d) your appropriate use of print and electronic resources in math teaching (S22.2)

e) your appropriate use of formative and summative assessments in math (K23, S23).

f) Your ability to work on interdisciplinary teams, in an interdisciplinary environment.

11. Please include a copy of a formal evaluation(s) done on you when teaching math.

Biology:

Although you do not appear to have any direct biology classes in evolution and only a small amount of exposure to genetics and cell biology through the general biology courses BIOL 111 and BIOL 102, you do have a strong base of 50 applicable biology credits. Thus, if you successfully pass the Praxis II test #20235 Biology: Content Knowledge, we will note you have the satisfied many of the appropriate knowledge competencies for a biology endorsement.

You will be asked to take a 1 credit independent learning contract in science teaching methodology if you did not already have a science methods course in your MEd.

You will also need the following evidence to satisfy remaining knowledge and skill competencies:

1. Provide a lesson plan showing where you enabled students to recognize relationships between science, technology and society (S4.1)

2. Provide a lesson plan showing where you enabled students to recognize the use of values in scientific and technological contexts (S4.2)

3. Provide a lesson plan demonstrating relevance of science to students’ personal lives (S4.3) and your knowledge of the psychological and social environments of the students’ lives engaged in learning life science(K9.2)

4. Provide a lesson plan identifying teaching actions, strategies and methodologies used (S5.1)

5. Provide a unit plan showing how you effectively organized goals, plans, materials and resources in classroom, lab and field experiences for different student groupings (S5.2) and any changes to make the physical spaces more effective for learning (K9.1, S9.1;S6.1 under science)

6. List assessment strategies used with students, how you provide feedback to students, and cite an example of when you adjusted instruction to encourage students to learn to work together to solve problems (S5.4)

7. Provide examples of your ability to use advanced technology to enhance learning (S5.5)

8. Provide a lesson plan that where you designed conducted and evaluated lab activities using techniques, equipment and facilities that meet current tech standards including computer applications to science teaching and hands-on lab experiences, equipment and lab notebook (S5.6)

9. Provide an example when you used prior conceptions and student interests to promote new learning (S5.5)

10. Provide a lesson plan showing application of student learning goals to the lesson design, include outcomes & variety of measurements (K6.1, S6.5, K8.1, S8.1, S8.2)

11. Describe how the biology curriculum you use is consistent with the state EALRs for life science education (K6.2) 

12. Give an example of when you selected, analyzed and modified materials to meet the instructional needs of diverse learners (S6.1)

13.  Provide a lesson plan which shows promotion of higher order thinking, is based on EALRs, and shows some application in the workplace and career opportunities in life science (S6.4)

14. Provide a lesson plan showing application of life science to society, economics and people’s daily lives (S6.4)

15. Provide a list of examples of social and community support networks within which life science teaching and learning occurs (K7.1)

16. Provide an explanation of the relationship of science teaching and learning to the values of various communities (K7.2) and give an example of when you related science teaching and learning to the needs/values of the community (S7.3)

17. Provide examples of your ability to develop the social and community support network within which science teaching and learning occur (S7.1)

18. Provide an explanation of your knowledge of safety related to science instruction (K9.3) and how you create a safe environment (S9.6)

19. Provide an example demonstrating safe and ethical treatment/use of living organisms (S9.7)

11. List what life science and educational professional organizations you are aware of, and outline how you participate in the activities of professional communities (organizational memberships? Have provided training or consulted with others? Etc). (K10.1, S10.1)

12. Provide an example showing your ability to reflect on professional practices and your efforts to ensure the highest quality of science instruction

13. Provide a letter from your principal or other certified math educator who has observed you, and evaluated you teaching math, and can attest to:

a) your ability to enable students to recognize the relationships between science and technology and society (S4.1)

b) your ability to enable students to recognize the use of values in scientific and technological contexts (S4.2)

c) your knowledge of the relevance and importance of life science to the personal lives of students (K4.3) and ability to show this relevance (S4.3)

d) your ability to use appropriate life science teaching actions, strategies and methodologies (S5.1)

e) your ability to establish interactions with students that promote learning and achievement (S5.2)

f) your ability to effectively organize classroom, lab and field experience in different group settings (S5.3)

g) your ability to plan instruction based on the needs of local students and the community and the state EALRs (S6.4)

h) your ability to monitor and assess students’ understanding of science content through a variety of means, and use outcome data to guide and change instruction (S8.3, 8.4, 8.5)

i) your ability to create a climate of fairness, ability to establish and maintain rapport with students, ability to communicate challenging learning expectations, ability to establish and maintain consistent standards of classroom behavior (S 9.2, 9.3, 9.4, 9.5)

j) your knowledge and application of standards of ethical behavior at all levels (K10.2, S10.2)

k) your wiliness and ability to communicate and work with students, new colleagues, parents, other agencies and the community at large to support student learning (S10.4, 10.5)

14.  Please include a copy of a formal evaluation(s) done on you when teaching a Life Science.

Science:

You appear to have 84 applicable credits for the Science Endorsement. This endorsement requires passing the Praxis II test 10435 General Science: Content Knowledge.

Besides providing the evidence asked for biology, you will also need the following evidence to satisfy remaining science knowledge and skill competencies:

1. Provide an example where you conducted limited but original research in science, demonstrating the ability to design and conduct and open ended investigation and report results in context of one or more science disciplines (S1.1)

2. Give an example of when you used the processes and conventions of science as a professional activity (S2.1)

3. Give an example (i.e. lesson plan) of when you have used standards that define acceptable evidence and scientific explanation (S2.2)

4. Give an example (lesson plan) of when you had students question and formulate solvable problems, reflect on and construct knowledge from data, collaborate and exchange information while seeking solutions, and develop concepts and relationships from empirical evidence (S3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4; S6.3)

5. Provide an example(s) when you enabled students to consider the ethical, human, and environmental implication of contemporary science issues (S4.3)

6. Provide examples of experiments you designed for physical, earth and space sciences (S5.6)

7. Provide examples when you analyzed and presented data in physical, earth and space science (S5.6)

8. Provide examples of your ability to prepare lab reports in physical, earth and space science (S5.8)

9. Provide examples of your ability to operate physical, earth and space science lab equipment and prepare materials for use in these labs (S5.9, 5.10)

10. Give an example of your ability to establish and enforce lab safety in physical, earth and space science labs (S5.11)

11. Given examples of your ability to involve people and institutions from the community in the teaching of science (S7.3)

12. Letter from principal verifying your ability to use instructional time effectively

Visual Arts

You appear to have 48 applicable credits towards the Visual Arts endorsement, although I would need transcripts to verify the credits (especially from UPS, which uses a semester system). This endorsement requires passing the Praxis II test 10133 Art: Content Knowledge.

I will need to know which class in your MEd program addressed art instruction, and a copy of your student teaching evaluations, especially the one describing your experience in a junior high art classroom.

You will also need the following evidence to satisfy remaining knowledge and skill competencies:

1. Evidence of successful (2.0 or better) completion of a Developmental Psychology course or teacher preparation course on learning characteristics from K-12th grade (K1.1) and a course that addressed equity and diversity issues in education.

2. Describe several case studies of working with students that demonstrate your understanding of artistic development is a complex multidimensional process and that shows students progressing on an individual basis through stages of artistic development (S1.1 and 1.2)

3. List your repertoire of teaching strategies appropriate to student needs and learning styles (S1.3)

4. Present a lesson plan demonstrating your students learn in different ways at different paces (S1.4), Present a lesson plan exposing students to artistic and aesthetic values of different cultures (S1.4) and which show your commitment to the celebration of diversity, the use of multicultural content of art to learn tolerance and practice equity (S1.6).

5. Present a lesson plan demonstrating your ability to choose issues, assignments and resources consistent with the interests, backgrounds and needs of your students, and showing your ability to guide them in creating, experiencing and understanding art relevant to their experiences and interests. (S1.5, S2.3)

6. Present a unit plan showing your ability to make informed decisions about topics and issues to address, and appropriate selection of assignments, works of art, readings, videos, and other resources for your students (S2.1, 2.2, S4.11)

7. Present a resume and portfolio of your art works (or photos of your works) demonstrating your own strong studio skills, understanding of art making processes, and ability to express your own feelings and values through meaningful creation of art in different media, etc. (S2.4, 2.5, S6.4, S6.7)

8. Show samples of how you have critiqued your own, and the work of other artists (S2.6).

9. Present a lesson plan which includes oral and written discussion and critical evaluation of art, including how art is shaped by, and shapes cultural and societal values (S2.7, 2.8, 2.9, S4.4)

10. Present unit or lesson plans showing you are making traditional, popular and contemporary art accessible to students, and are helping students study art from popular culture, folk cultures, and other cultural groups (S2.10 and S2.14)

11. Present a lesson plan(s) showing you explore philosophical and ethical issues related to arts with students (S2.12).

12. Present a lesson or unit plan showing you approach the making and study of art from a variety of perspectives such as formalist, feminist, etc. (S2.13)

13. Present evidence of your knowledge of the use of traditional and new technologies within art and educational settings. What computer use do you incorporate into your teaching? (S2.15, 2.16, S4.17)

14. Present a curriculum unit showing alignment with state and district goals, and the EALRs, relationship to contemporary issues and interdisciplinary connections, sequencing of lessons related to long-term goals, the incorporation of historical, critical aesthetic and studio concepts, the use of critical thinking, appropriate to the specific level(s) of your students, and the use of the creative process DAIE (S3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, S4.1, S4.3, S4.5, S4.12)

15. Describe how you promote art career opportunities to students (S3.8).

16. Describe how you expose students to appropriation and plagiarism concerns, and first amendment issues (S3.9, 10)

17. Describe your rationale for the role of visual arts in the school curriculum (S3.11, S4.6, S6.3) and how you communicate this to others (S6.11, 6.12, 6.13)

18. Present a lesson plan showing how you encouraged student to experiment and expand their repertoires of media and art techniques, and to see the connections between their art and approaches used by other artists (S4.2, 4.15).

19. Cite an example of instructional collaboration (K4.4) and an example of collaboration with an outside agency (S6.12)

20. Cite an example of allowing students to increasingly take responsibility for their own independent and productive learning (S4.10)

21. Present a letter from a principal/supervisor who can attest to your

a) Your students are learning content in art (K4.1)

b) You have established effective instructional environments conducive to learning that are safe, supportive and collaborative, including those with special needs (S4.7), and which show a respect for diversity and promote fairness and equity (S4.8), and which are well managed/functioning (S4.9)

c) Well developed communication skills with students (S4.16)

d) Knowledge and repertoire of pedagogy in visual arts (K4.3, S4.14)

e) Openness to new teaching ideas, working to refine teaching skills (S5.12)

f) Willingness to seek advice and critiques of your teaching practice (S5.13) and work with colleagues to improve/evaluate professional development plans and practices (6.10)

g) Willingess to be an involved, contributing member of the total school community (S6.9, 6.14)

22. Describe how you work to break down stereotypes about art among other school professionals and seek to integrate art more centrally into the school curriculum (S4.18, 19, S6.13)

23.  Describe how you promote student artwork (K5.4) and ensure students have opportunities for success (S5.16) and equal opportunity to display their knowledge and abilities (S5.8) and provide recognition of a variety of student accomplishments & positive behaviors (S5.11).

24.  Describe your repertoire of assessment strategies (including formal and informal, formative and summative) to evaluate student skills, understanding, higher-order thinking and problem solving (K5.1, 5.2, S5.1, 5.2, 5.5, 5.6, 5.7, 5.10). Provide examples of individual student critiques (S5.9)

25. Describe how you engage students in self-evaluation (S5.3).

26. Describe how you self-evaluate the effectiveness of your teaching instruction and use that knowledge for professional development (S5.14, S5.18, S5.20, S6.1, 6.2)

27. Cite instances when you have observed and analyzed the teaching practice of mentors (S5.19, S6.1, S6.5)

28. Describe questions and assessment strategies to evaluate the effectiveness or art programs (S5.21, 5.22, 5.23).

29. Cite examples of when you have conveyed results of art assessment in meaningful forms to students, families, administrators and the public (S5.23 and 24)

30. Identify professional literature, publications and internet sites you utilize in the fields of art and education, and whether research has impacted your classroom practices (S6.17)

31. Cite instances where you have provided leadership in educational and professional roles (S6.8, 6.14)

32. Have a professional development plan showing how one will add to one’s understanding of the arts education and teaching profession, listing any presentations given or contributions to the literature of art education, professional memberships, and attendance in past or anticipated in the future at trainings (S6.15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21)

34.  Please include a copy of a formal evaluation(s) done on you when teaching art.

