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Methodology

Art has been my passion ever since I can remember. As a young child my mom would take me to the Detroit Institute of Art and had a hard time getting me to leave. I have been teaching art classes since I was thirteen years old beginning with offering art classes in my garage to neighborhood children. In eighth grade I began taking private art lessons with my Junior High art teacher. At the age of fifteen I began taking private art lessons from a man who had obtained his masters in art from Oakland School of Arts and Crafts in California and studied drawing, painting, jewelry making, and sculpture with him. As soon as I could drive I took evening adult education classes at Michigan State University, which was the closest art resource to the small town I grew up in. When I was 17, I took an adult education photography class and was hired to be the teaching assistant for the next courses offered. I showed my work and entered many art shows during this time. Obtaining my Bachelor of Fine Arts from University of Michigan was the next step in my acquisition of learning everything that I could get my hands on in regards to visual arts. From graduation until the present, I have taken a diverse and wide variety of numerous art workshops and classes.

Since that time my employment has been focused on creative endeavor and I have worked as a graphic production artist for numerous companies, a floor designer for a picture framing company, a gallery manager, an art director where I was in charge of art department computerization and employee training, an interior designer, a ceramic tile artist and on-site installation specialist, a preschool creative curriculum designer, a teaching artist volunteer for the local school district, a private art teacher, a contracted art teacher, an art camp teacher, and an art teacher for a variety of adult level workshops. Please refer to my enclosed resume for further details. 

My longest running art teaching job was as a contracted art teacher for one and a half years at Stillaguamish Valley School in Arlington. This is a parent-partnered program offered through the school district where I taught and designed the art curriculum for students in grades K – 12th. It is here where I was able to embrace and utilize the knowledge gleaned from my previous instructors and to offer what I have come to believe are best practices in art teaching. I continue to get feed back on my own art teaching as well as observe the methodology of other art teachers as a way to stay current and inspired. Through my past experiences I have been able to access what I thought to be excellent teaching practices and to discard practices that I felt were incongruous to arts learning, individual expression, and knowledge construction that artistic applications can offer. This past March I attended the Arts Time Conference in Tukwila where the center of my attention was on workshops geared toward the new mandated assessment for year 2008/09 (the focus of my professional development), as well as arts advocacy. I am a member of Camano Arts Association, Washington Art Education Association and the National Art Education Association. Through my past and diverse variety of classes, workshops, teaching experiences, mentoring, and self-study, I feel more than prepared to teaching all K – adult education in this content area. I also took an arts methods course through Antioch, which focused on teaching art in the general classroom and arts integration. I have enclosed my master’s thesis, which is titled Arts Integration in Curriculum, Instruction and the Classroom Environment, from Theory to Practical Application, which encompasses much of my art teaching philosophy. I chose this topic to promote both art in schools where there are no art specialists and the importance of arts learning for implanting creative thinking and problem solving skills from an early age on. 
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Requirement for Arts Endorsement from Evergreen State College

Goal:  

Work to better design/adapt grade level appropriate, EALR aligned art curriculum

with assessment in mind for state mandated (assessment) requirement by 2008/09 for the purpose of enhanced student advancement as well as high and clear student expectation.

Rational for Choosing this Goal:

Both students and teacher will have a better understanding of expected lesson outcomes and the required learning acquisition that accompanies each lesson. I also desire to comply and learn how best to comply with upcoming state mandates with student advantage driving the goal. 

Evidence:


Increased student understanding of learning expectations and goals, student performance outcomes based on those goals, advancement of student learnings based on setting lesson expectations, feed back from students, peers, and supervisor on created curriculum designs/adaptations that attempt to meet this goal.

Strengths in this area:

My strengths are in designing and creating curriculum utilizing creative thought processes, individualized expression, and student led self-discovery. My previous assessment techniques have been based on the individual student and her/his own personal advancement and knowledge acquisition. 

Areas needing improvement:

I need to improve my skills in addressing grade level appropriate, high and clear student expectation through developing lesson aligned assessment criteria to encompass state mandated visual arts assessment in order to increase and challenge student learning acquisition while clarifying the evidence that will demonstrate achievement without eliminating my focus on the individual student. 

What is your critical question, directly relevant to your classroom assignment, that will focus your professional growth activities and increase your capacity to impact student learning?

How can I make sure that my designed and/or adapted curriculum: 

1. is developmentally appropriate for the grade level I am teaching and in accordance with the Washington State EALR’s?

2. is assessment based for clearer student and teacher understanding and achievement of learning based outcomes?

3. is still based on individual student advancement and personalized self expression?

4. is meeting state mandated requirements for assessment in the arts?

Based on your critical question, what specific new learning will you need to build your capacity in this area?

1. I will need to become totally familiar with the Grade Level Expectations for the particular grades that I am teaching, in order to align them with the designed/adapted curriculum and effective assessment.

2. I will pursue continued training through OSPI and other available resources on arts assessment ideas, strategies and techniques. 

3. I will meet with other professionals in this area to discuss and learn what they consider best practices in this area, and glean valuable information from their previous experience. 

4. I will conduct in and out of classroom research to develop and discover what art practices work best for increased student understanding and advancement.

Discuss and list resources that could be helpful to you in achieving your goal:

I will study the district guidelines for the school I will be teaching at, inquire as to what is working for other teachers and professionals in and out of district per grade level expectations and assessment practices, learn from the students as to what would be a challenging level for them and what best works for establishing high and clear expectations, continue to read books on the subject and look for classes that address the area in question.

How will you pursue researching the greater field of teaching for work others have done in this area? How will you incorporate this into your growth?

I will utilize the above listed resources and conduct NAEA, WAEA, OSPI, library and Internet research to locate additional guidelines that are available. I will spend a great deal of time discussing the topic with those in the field who have prior experience with the issue and incorporate findings into my professional development through hands on practice in my classroom. Learning from professional and student feedback will be a high priority in my classroom. 

What activities will you engage in to get your learning? How and when do you plan to engage in the described learning activities?

My answers to the above questions answer this question as well. I will pursue these activities in respect to my K- 12th arts endorsement certificate so that I can become familiar with all of the grade level expectations and what works developmentally for each particular age group. I am already engaging in these activities and will pursue available OSPI assessment classes for this fall and winter. My future will involve working with students through volunteer classroom experience, substitute teaching experience, teaching private and/or small group art lessons, and/or becoming a candidate for an art teaching or alternative teaching position. 

How will you demonstrate that this learning has increased your capacity to impact student learning in this area?

I will be able to demonstrate that this learning has increased my capacity to impact student learning through experience in the classroom and with requested feedback from my principal, other teachers, peers, and students. I will also perform ongoing self-assessment to better understand and evaluate how developmentally appropriate my designed/adapted curriculum is in accordance with my above listed goals. I will keep notes, records, lesson plans, photographs, and video recordings of student work and progress. I will also be keeping a personalized journal of the experience that reflects upon my attempts, trials, errors and discoveries along the way.

How will you verify this impact?

I will be able to verify this impact if my students can show evidence of better understanding of desired lesson learning outcomes and objectives through performance, written, and oral means and if they are meeting or exceeding their appropriate Grade Level Expectations based on utilizing effective assessment practices and the Washington State EALR’s.  

Community Connections

In the art classes I have taught we have toured art galleries, museums, and artists studios in order to insure student exposure to a wide variety of styles and mediums and to teach them how to look and understand other’s art. We also look at art from a historic viewpoint to visually teach the events from our past and to explore visual social commentary of both our past and present. I involve my students in signing up for juried shows, student shows, displaying their art work within the school and community, and becoming a part of in class “gallery walks” where the students talk about their work and discuss/critique it with the class. 

At Camp Killoqua in Stanwood I have taught sculpture workshops to middle and high school age students. I have also taught sculpture workshops to local Hispanic youth from ages 7 to 15. I have facilitated local adult art workshops at women’s retreats, and worked together with a local psychiatrist in teaching the visual arts portion of a workshop titled The Artist Within. Being involved in teaching art lessons to individuals and small groups within the local home schooling community has taught me how to reach each student at their unique level of personal experience and growth. 

As mentioned previously, I am a member of Camano Arts Association, Washington Arts Education Association, and the National Arts Education Association. Camano Arts Association is local group of artists and those interested in promoting the arts within the community. They have paired up with the schools to create student-centered programs including Day of Art in which I have volunteered for since 1997. Local artists teach in their area of artistic practice as well as show and explain their work to the students. Students have a large choice of courses to choose from. The association is also involved with displaying member artwork within the schools of Stanwood Camano School District and is heading up a banner program with area youth that displays co-created banners to spruce up the commercial sections of Stanwood and Camano Island. Once a year they host a community wide artist studio tour on Mother’s Day weekend, which I have been involved with. 

I believe that having professional experience in the visual arts is as important as having the necessary skills to teach them. I have experience with both. My personal experience in art has encompassed showing my own work and the acquisition and development of skills in a wide variety of technique and medium including: drawing, painting, printmaking, graphic design, photography, collage, jewelry making, weaving, papermaking, mold making, mobiles, wood and stone carving, metalwork, clay hand building, pottery wheel, sculpture, work in concrete, welding, carpentry, furniture making, functional art, advertising art, assemblage art, installation art, performance art, conceptual art, realistic art, and abstract art. Also important and of strong interest to both my career and personal life has been the study of art history, the study of contemporary arts, and keeping abreast of the current art climate through literature, gallery, and museum events. My professional experience in graphics and computer art has included the position of art director, graphic designer, darkroom technician, and production artist. During my art director position I was responsible for computerizing the art department of a label company. As a past co-owner of a high quality custom home construction business I was responsible for customer relations and telecommunications; employee relations; advertising; marketing; interior design; customer design and color consultation; and design, layout and installation of ceramic tile. 

As an arts advocate I would like to unite the school to the community through visual and communication arts by setting up opportunities to show student work, invite a variety of artists into the classroom to discuss their work, and conduct field trips to local art and design studios, production studios, newspapers, galleries and museums. I would also like to help establish scholarship and vocational learning possibilities within and without the community for interested students with emphasis on portfolio development for their future education and careers in the arts fields. I strive in bringing a high level of professionalism and integrity to my work performance and enjoy the diversity of working and collaborating with students, parents, staff, administration, and community in working towards the goals of the individual student. 

Teaching Philosophy

As a practicing artist, my teaching philosophy embraces best practices, work with multiple intelligences, differentiated instruction, hands on learning, and integrated instruction to facilitate the students’ individual construction of their artistic and academic experiences. This approach enables students to retain knowledge and develop the confidence they need to become educated and effective adults. As an art teacher, I hope to motivate students in ascertaining their inner strengths and abilities and discovering what truly inspires them as individuals so that they can rise to their highest potential in all areas of their lives. I am also interested in working with other teachers in the school to help integrate art into their particular areas of study. My master’s thesis is titled “Arts Integration in Curriculum, Instruction, and the Classroom Environment from Theory to Practical Application.” The arts offer a bridge that can unite academic pursuits to hands on understanding breathing life and engaged joy into all learning. 
Overview of Methodology and Materials I Utilize

I like to utilize both traditional and non-traditional art techniques and materials in my classroom and encourage my students to think outside of the box. This can entail going off the page, into the third dimension, and beyond the constraints of traditional form and space. I am a firm believe in that the arts teach creativity and problem solving skills that can apply to all areas of student and adult endeavor. 

My lesson plans include specific elements of art, principles of design, and technique that build upon each other in a progressive manner and align with and build upon student ability levels and previous understandings. When introducing a new technique or art method I give a demonstration and set the classroom up in a circular format so that all students can see the demonstration and have the ability to see and share in each other’s work experience. I am careful not to create a model while demonstrating in order for the students to create their own form of visual expression rather than creating a particular self-perceived outcome for my benefit. After my initial demonstration, I make individual student rounds to see how they are doing, check in with their understandings, and offer one on one or smaller group demonstrations and discussion when needed. I never do my own work on student work surfaces and give technique examples on the side. I teach from all of the senses and encourage students to become engaged and excited about their, other classmates, and other artists ideas and possibilities. We learn how to access inspiration and find our individual and group passions. We often view examples of design and composition found in nature and created by others in our artistic pursuits. We study the movement of the eye in a composition, look for meaning in expression, and delve into symbolism, representation, conceptual thinking, forms of expression, and interpretation in representational to abstract formats. 

I set high expectations and expound upon the value the arts offer us. I believe that expressing my enthusiasm and passion for the arts encourages others to do the same. I expect students to take my classes seriously and to give their personal best. I promote the creation of art in a non-competitive spirit where there is no wrong or right way to express one self.  Classroom language is established from the beginning of a particular course in order to model appropriate arts communication skills among the students. These are exemplary of a non-judgmental and trusting environment. They include but are not limited to: never ask what is it but instead use the language tell me about it; never make fun or put down another’s ability, technique, style, or expressive content; understanding that we are all at our own level of competence and each have both strong and weak areas of expertise; and to learn and become comfortable using arts terminology for in class discussion of our own and others work. We learn not to say, I could have done that, but rather what is the artist trying to achieve through this artwork. We learn to ask questions such as how does this make me feel; what is the artist trying to say; in what way does the artist use color to enhance their work; given your set of individual experiences, what does this work mean or say to you, what time period could this work of art be from, how might this art work explore cultural traditions, etc. I try to facilitate looking and creating from an open mind and heart, learning to look at work that we admire and work that repels us to understand why. We research and write about art periods and other artists and their work. I encourage students to access the arts in other areas of study and interest and we examine how the arts function and integrate with math, science, language arts, invention, design, music, dance, theatre, and across a composite of subjects and curriculums. I also involve the students in multicultural, global, political context, and functional art lessons.

Assessment is based on following directions, lesson objectives, effort, exploration, artistic process, thinking outside the box, use of materials, practice, self-expression, originality, creative problem solving skills, articulation through verbal and written arts communication skills, demonstration of grasping the specific technique taught, finished product, and presentation. In each class I have the students pick out what they feel to be their best work for a final portfolio assessment. I am currently embracing the arts EALR’s and GLE’s as guidelines for learning and assessment practices in order to encompass new state mandates as outlined in my professional development plan. 

Art Lesson Plan                Created by Gaylynn Beuthien

Class:

    

Three Dimensional Art and Sculpture

Lesson Title/Focus:

Personal Culture and Expression

Grade Level: 
     
9th –12th grades

Learning Teaching Context:

The students are home schooled and are in class at a parent-partnered public school of approximately 300 students. The class is comprised of 17, 9th – 12th graders with a wide array of art and academic backgrounds and experience. The room is set up with U shaped seating with the teacher’s demonstration table at the opening of the U. The room has one wall of windows for natural light and student work is displayed throughout the room and out in the halls. Parent and siblings are always welcome in my classroom and are encouraged to participate in the classroom lesson if so desired. The environment is very family centered as parent presence and contact plays a major role for both the students and teacher. I am often in the position of gently reminding some of the parents to allow their student to make their own creative decisions.  
Learning Targets:

Students have been introduced to the concept of personal culture through the development, examination, and exploration of their family heritage, unique traits, and individualized preferences based on their adolescent/young adult identity formation and their relationship to others within their community and school. We are celebrating our unique individuality, similarities and differences within the classroom and world cultures. Students will gain a better understanding of themselves within the context of a larger group and ways to share oneself through artistic visual expression.

Prior Learning Experiences:

Students have been studying multicultural art across the globe and have been learning to interpret meaning through representation and symbolism in a wide variety of sculptural art. They have worked with hand building clay techniques of pinch pot building, coil building, slab work, relief work, imprinting, impressions & texture making, and are now moving into the techniques involved with sculptural clay formation.  

EALR’s:

1.1 Arts -  The student will understand and apply arts concepts and vocabulary 

to communicate ideas.

1.2 Arts -  The student will use and develop arts skills and techniques to solve problems and express ideas.

3.1 Arts -  The student uses the arts to express and present ideas and feelings.

4.4 Arts -  The student understands that the arts shape and reflect culture and history.

Student Profile Outcomes:

Understanding the purposes of cultural expression, interpretive reasoning, and self-expression through art.

Evidence of Learning: what will happen for learners as a result of this lesson?

Teacher/Facilitator will guide the students in their discovery of the purposes of cultural expression. These should include the following ideas and concepts that the students learn and reinforce as a result of the lesson. The teacher should guide the students in brainstorming the reasons for cultural expression: 


To pass information, tradition and customs on to future generations


Describe and instill values and morals


Define who they are


Interpret world


Give meaning and understanding and sense making to life 

Using symbolism for communication

Define creation, nature, phenomena, life, death etc. 

Representations of experience

Communication through artistic methods

Students finished project will be able to demonstrate the understanding of personal expression through explanation, interpretation, application, and personal perspective. 

Lesson Procedures:

The classroom facilitator will inquire about the meanings of culture, symbols, and representation of ideas as well as the purposes of cultural expression. Students will be asked for examples of how the each of these communicative methods would apply to real life situations and art that we have previously been exposed to.  

The Teacher/Facilitator will discuss and demonstrate the techniques used in sculptural clay work and introduce the assignment of for making individual clay totem pieces to be later assembled as a class totem.

Students will be asked to write down three to five positive characteristics about themselves to be represented in their totem piece. These can be symbols in the form of realistic or abstract animals, people, or shapes they choose to create.

Using clay, the students will create their piece of a class totem expressing who they are individually within their own as well as their school culture. The technique of sculptural clay work will be introduced. 

Instruct students to choose one or more items from the purposes list to guide them in their creation.

Students should ask themselves the following questions while making their totem:


How will my totem represent who I am within the school culture?


How will I interpret who I am through my totem piece?


How will I express the one or more purposes chosen?


How will I communicate this information through my totem art?


How will my work include symbolism?


How will my choice of glaze colors enhance what I am trying to depict?

Students will be asked to share their thought processes with the teacher during their totem creation time so that she can check for understanding.  

Rationales for Learning Experiences:

The lesson integrates Social Studies, History, Geography, Art, inquiry, and concept thinking skills in understanding our historical past, and the purposes of cultural expression. The understanding of cultural expression is an essential part of understanding our humanness in both its similarities and differences to others throughout our own lifetime, our family heritage and the course of time. Cultural expression provides us with a window into the past and to the perspectives of cultures other than our own. Expression of our own personal culture helps us to better know ourselves and take pride in who we are as individuals.

Instructional Materials, Resources, and Technology:

Chart paper, clay, clay tools, clay glazes, source to fire clay, pole to assemble completed class totem pieces on.

Assessment:

The teacher/facilitator will check for student participation in classroom discussion and inquiries while observing for recognition of the uses of cultural expression in their own unique cultural expression within the classroom environment. 

Students will eventually assemble the class totem together after it has been glazed and kiln fired. Each student will share: what their totem piece means to them, its symbolism, its message, and why they created it. The class will then reflect on the totem and an assembled whole, its expression of their school class culture, and how it relates to their recorded list of the purposes of cultural expression. The class created totem will be on display at school for the duration of the school year when it will be disassembled for the students to take their individual pieces home. 

Family Interactions: 

The students will be asked to inquire of their families/guardians about their thoughts on cultural expression throughout history and about the cultural expressions of the culture that they consider their own. They will be asked to bring in a list of three descriptor words that best describe the attributes of their culture of heritage to post in the class.
Self-Evaluation of and Reflection of Taught Lesson

I was proud of this lesson plan and feel authentically rewarded when I can encourage self-discovery and realization and see its impact on the student. The arts can so often be a celebration of the self and at this age level students have a need to explore and bring forth their positive attributes. Some of the students were shy in this regard and had difficulty listing 3 to 5 positive characteristics of them selves. In this case I would talk to the student individually and describe some of the positive personal characteristics that I have seen in them. They also were given the option of discussing this with an in class friend. 

The students were excited and ready to learn the techniques of sculptural clay work. Two of the pieces exploded in the kiln and were a good reminder to pay close attention to the possibility of air bubbles and contact connections during clay construction work. These students were given time in a catch up class to create a new totem piece so that all students could be represented in our final class assembled totem. 

I felt like the learning targets were reached as the students eloquently shared their piece of the totem with the class. I am looking forward to continue re-visiting these concepts as an understanding to facilitate the deeper individual meanings behind self-expression and greater self-understanding. 

This lesson has informed my future teaching in regards to the value of facilitating lessons like this one for students of this age group who are in the process of establishing their individual identities.   

