Performance-based Endorsement Requirements

for ADDED Endorsements (for already-certificated teachers)

Seattle University             College of Education


1.
A minimum of 20 quarter/14 semester credits in the following endorsement areas:

World Language

Chinese

French

German

Japanese

Latin

Russian

Spanish

Designated Science

Biology with a lab course

Chemistry with a lab course

Earth Science with a lab course

Physics with a lab course]

History including one course in US History

Math

Music (three endorsements: choral music, instrumental music, general music).

Theater Arts/Drama

Visual Arts
For all endorsements, all credits must be at a post-secondary school level (i.e., undergraduate higher education 100 level or higher), with a minimum 2.0 (C) grade (i.e., C- or lower grade is not acceptable) from a regionally accredited college or university.

For all endorsements, fill out a College of Education “Endorsement Verification” form to list all courses taken whose credits are proposed be counted toward the endorsement requirements.  These forms can be obtained from the College of Education certification office (Loyola Hall room 503) or on the web at the following URL:

http://www.seattleu.edu/coe/addedendorsements/
2.
Elementary Education does not have a minimum number of required credits (though certainly more than 20 quarter credits), but everyone desiring an elementary education endorsement must have a strong higher education liberal arts background, in particular in the following areas: Language Arts (including writing, communication, and literature): Mathematics (focusing on math for elementary teachers: number sense, measurement, geometric sense, probability and statistics, algebric sense); Science (with a lab), including Life Science and Physical Science; Social Studies (with emphasis on US History, Geography, Economics, and Civics); the Arts (music, visual arts, drama, creative movement/dance); Health/Fitness, including foundations of heath and fitness, Safe Living).  All areas, except Heath/Fitness, should have at least 2 courses.  Sub-areas in each of the 6 major subject areas can be covered by experiences (e.g., Arthur Murray dance lessons for dance).  Any area covered by experience must be documented by credible evidence or letters from qualified professionals who know your performance in that area.

3.
A minimum of 20 quarter/14 semester credit in one subject area for the General Science endorsement, including a lab course in one of the following four major science subject areas: biology , chemistry, physics or earth science plus at least one course in each of the other subject areas i.e., biology, chemistry, earth science, or physics.

4.
For the Social Studies endorsement, have a minimum of 20 quarter/14 semester credits in History including at least one course in US history plus at least one course in each of the other three subject areas—geography, political science and economics
5.
For the English/LA endorsement, have a minimum of 20 credits in one of the following: English with at least one writing course plus at least one course in each of the following subject areas: literature and communication.

6.
For the ESL (English as a second language) endorsement, a minimum of 25 quarter credits is required.  Normally, the 25 quarter credits are taken through the School for Teaching English as a Second Language (S-TESL) with whom Seattle University has a cooperative agreement to provide courses for Washington state teachers with a valid K-12 teaching certificate leading to the ESL endorsement.  The URL for S-TESL's endorsement program is:

http://schooloftesl.com/certificatesandendorsement/endorsementprogram.html
7.
Pass the WEST-E (PRAXIS II) test in the endorsement area (except for Chinese, Latin, Japanese, and Russian because these languages do not currently have a WEST-E test available for them).

It is a two step (2 URLs) process to get to the Washington State WEST-E web page with all the information you could ever want about the Washington WEST-E:

STEP ONE

http://www.pesb.wa.gov/Assessment/WEST-E/WEST-E.htm
STEP TWO

Click on the mid-page hot link

“Washington: PRAXIS Test Requirements”

8.
DESIGNATED WORLD LANGUAGE endorsements:  Take the ACTFL (American Council of Teaching Foreign Languages) tests (both the WPT* and the OPI) in speaking, listening, reading, and writing and pass at a proficiency level of Intermediate High for all world languages offered by the College of Education (including those that have a WEST-E test): Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Latin, Russian, Spanish. The WPT (writing proficiency test) and OPI (oral proficiency interview) are available through the following URL: http://www.languagetesting.com/index.html
Seattle University offers a proctoring service for the ACTFL OPI and WPT tests. The proctoring fee is $25 per test and only checks or cash are accepted. Checks will be made payable to the SU Learning Center. The point of contact for proctoring these tests is Ms. Barbara Crader at bcrader@seattleu.edu or 206-296-5740. Ms. Crader has no involvement with the added endorsement process. You will need to contact Pat Witkowski at witkow@seattleu.edu or leave a voice message at 206-296-5774 to receive required proctor signatures, answers to endorsement questions, or problems concerning ACTFL.. Please email Ms. Witkowski for the ACTFL forms to register for the world language tests.

 NOTE: Endorsements in Spanish, French and German languages also require a WEST-E (PRAXIS II) test.  The other language endorsements (Chinese, Japanese, Latin and Russian) do not require a WEST-E (PRAXIS II) test because there is not one currently available for those designated world languages (March 2006).
* An equivalent test to the WPT ACTFL test can be used, however, evidence of such equivalence will be required: 1) equivalent test must be based on ACTFL standards, 2) test is approved by ACTFL, and 3) the score on the equivalent test is at least equivalent to an “Intermediate High” on the WPT.

9.
For ALL endorsements: provide evidence that all state-required knowledge and skill competencies have been met.  The College of Education will accept either (or both) of the following for evidence of meeting competencies:

1)
Use a College of Education observation/evaluation endorsement portfolio form (also available at:

http://www.seattleu.edu/coe/addedendorsements/
After the endorsement candidate has been observed and evaluated by a qualified professional (principal, department chair, or recognized master teacher in the endorsement area) in the endorsement candidate’s K-12 classroom for an extended period of time (at least two observations, each one of which is a full class period or one hour), the qualified professional can fill out the endorsement portfolio (competencies) form for those competencies that are “Not Covered” (NC) by the PRAXIS II (WEST-E) test.
The qualified professional must fill out the “Not Covered” (NC) competencies in the evaluation form, sign it, indicate the qualifications of the professional to do the evaluation, and indicate both the context of the observation (K-12 student grade level) and the amount of observation time of the candidate that the qualified professional has done.

2)
Other evidence.

The candidate prepares and submits evidence for each of the WEST-E “Not-Covered” competencies in the form of a portfolio.  The portfolio must include written evaluations of the observed teaching or the work of the candidate by a qualified professional educator in the endorsement area.  Portfolio material can be submitted in hardcopy or e-copy format, CD-ROM, video clips, computer presentation documents, etc.  Each evaluation in the portfolio must clearly demonstrate that the candidate has met one or more required competency(ies).  Evaluation of the portfolio evidence will be done by the Certification Office of College of Education at Seattle University.

10.
Provide the Certification Office of the College of Education with official transcripts for all courses the applicant has listed in the “endorsement verification form.”

11.
Send with all endorsement materials a check made out to Seattle University for the appropriate fee for the added endorsement evaluation service: $150 per endorsement ($75 per endorsement for Seattle University graduates or current Seattle University regular program matriculated students [which does not include S-TESL]).
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