Adding an Endorsement

Teacher Certification and Advising

The Evergreen State College

Please submit all materials described in Part I to Maggie Foran, Teacher Certification Officer, The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA  98505

Part I: Materials Needed to Add Any Endorsement

1. Official copies of transcripts for all colleges attended.

2. Official scores from the appropriate WEST-E test(s)

3. Submit a fee of $15 per endorsement in check form made out to ESD #113.

4. Submit an endorsement evaluation fee to TESC in the amount of $90.

5. Submit a copy of your current teaching certificate.

6. Submit the Application for an Additional Endorsement (form 1535 found at http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/certapp/1535.pdf)

7. Prepare a cover letter for each endorsement you wish to add that includes:

· A description telling us how you have acquired the teaching methodology for the new endorsement: any methods courses, workshops, mentoring, and self-study you have done to prepare yourself to teach this content

· An outline of your professional development plans for continuing to improve your teaching in this content area over the next 1-3 years

· A statement about your connections with the community outside your own classroom related to this content area: for example, any non-school, school-wide, district, state, national or other efforts you are involved in related to this content area

· A brief description of your teaching philosophy as it relates to this content area; in other words, let us know what aims you most value in teaching and how you will achieve those aims through teaching in this content area

· An overview of the methodology and materials you use to teach and assess in this content area. 

8. For each endorsement you are adding, send at least one evaluation from a supervisor or mentor based on one or more observations of your teaching in this content area. 

9.  For each endorsement you are adding you must submit a lesson plan and self-evaluation of a lesson you taught that includes:

· A description of the learning teaching context (describe your students, how the lesson fits into the unit or curriculum, and the arrangement of the classroom)

· Your learning targets (what students will know and be able to do – with reference to specific EALRs)

· The learning experiences/strategies used in the lesson

· A rational for why you selected those learning experiences/strategies

· Your formative and summative assessment methods for this lesson

· Your reflections on this lesson, including the extent to which you reached the learning targets and what you learned in this lesson that will inform your future teaching.

Part II. Criteria 

Based on our preliminary review of your background, the following is a list of some of the specific criteria you should be aware of in preparing the materials described in Part I. These criteria will be used in determining whether the materials you submit are sufficient evidence to meet the state standards of the knowledge and skills needed to earn the new endorsement. 

The numbered K and S references that follow refer to specific knowledge and skill competencies for that endorsement, which can be found at the OSPI web site at : http//www.k12.wa.us/certification/institutions/competencies.aspx

Mathematics:

1. You must earn a score of 134 on the Math West E.

2. Your materials (any combination items 7-9 from Part I) must show that you: 

· show attention to diversity of learners, including a variety of learning styles. (K21)

· incorporate technology (S22.1)

· Use a variety of print and electronic resources in math teaching (S22.2)

· Keep updated on your content knowledge and methodology through some of the following: professional conferences, in-services, professional journals, Web sites (K24)

· are familiar with state and national math standards. (K25)

· are familiar with current research on math instruction as well as national, state and local standards for math instruction (S25).

· have some experience in participating on an interdisciplinary team and in an interdisciplinary environment. (S26)

· are involved in the professional community of math educators (e.g. through organizational membership, or mentoring relationships). (S27)

· can  identify, teach and model problem solving in grades 4-12 (S17)

· use of formative and summative assessments in math (K23, S23).

· have at least some formal math methodology education (i.e. earned some college credit). 

Biology

1. You must earn a score of 152 on the Biology West E.

2. Your materials (any combination items 7-9) must show that you: 

· enable students to recognize relationships between science, technology and society (S4.1)

· enable students to recognize the use of values in scientific and technological contexts (S4.2)

· demonstrate relevance of science to students’ personal lives (S4.3) and your knowledge of the psychological and social environments of the students’ lives engaged in learning life science(K9.2)

· effectively organize goals, plans, materials and resources in classroom, lab and field experiences for different student groupings adjust instruction to encourage students to learn to work together to solve problems (S5.4)

· use advanced technology to enhance learning (S5.5)

· design conduct and evaluate lab activities using techniques, equipment and facilities that meet current tech standards including computer applications to science teaching and hands-on lab experiences, equipment and lab notebook (S5.6)

· use prior conceptions and student interests to promote new learning (S5.5)

· use a biology curriculum that is consistent with the state EALRs for life science education (K6.2) 

· select, analyze and modify materials to meet the instructional needs of diverse learners (S6.1)

· promote of higher order thinking and show some application in the workplace and career opportunities in life science (S6.4)

· apply life science to society, economics and people’s daily lives (S6.4,)

· are aware of social and community support networks within which life science teaching and learning occurs (K7.1)

· can relate science teaching and learning to the values of various communities (K7.2) 

· can create a climate of fairness, ability to establish and maintain rapport with students, ability to communicate challenging learning expectations, ability to establish and maintain consistent standards of classroom behavior (S 9.2, 9.3, 9.4, 9.5)

· your knowledge of safety related to science instruction (K9.3) and how you create a safe environment (S9.6)

· demonstrate safe and ethical treatment/use of living organisms (S9.7)

· participate in the activities of professional communities (e.g. organizational memberships, have provided training or consulted with others). (K10.1, S10.1)

· reflect on professional practices and your efforts to ensure the highest quality of science instruction (S10.3)

Science
1. You must earn a score of 153 on the Science West E.

2. Your materials (any combination items 7-9) must  show that you:

· conduct limited but original research in science, demonstrating the ability to design and conduct and open ended investigation and report results in context of one or more science disciplines (S1.1)

· use the processes and conventions of science as a professional activity (S2.1)

· have had students question and formulate solvable problems, reflect on and construct knowledge from data, collaborate and exchange information while seeking solutions, and develop concepts and relationships from empirical evidence (S3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4; S6.3)

· enable students to consider the ethical, human, and environmental implication of contemporary science issues (S4.3)

· can design experiments for physical, earth and space sciences (S5.6)

· analyzed and presented data in physical, earth and space science (S5.6)

· can prepare lab reports in physical, earth and space science (S5.8)

· can operate physical, earth and space science lab equipment and prepare materials for use in these labs (S5.9, 5.10)

· establish and enforce lab safety in physical, earth and space science labs (S5.11)

· involve people and institutions from the community in the teaching of science (S7.3)

Visual Arts
1. You must earn a score of 155 on the Visual Arts West E.

2. You must submit a portfolio of your art works (or photos of your works) demonstrating your own strong studio skills, understanding of art making processes, and ability to express your own feelings and values through meaningful creation of art in different media, etc. (S2.4, 2.5, S6.4, S6.7)

3. You must provide evidence showing that you have critiqued your own, and the work of other artists (S2.6).

4. Your materials (any combination items 1, 7-9) must show that you:

· have successfully (2.0 or better) completed a Developmental Psychology course or teacher preparation course on learning characteristics from K-12th grade (K1.1) and a course that addressed equity and diversity issues in education.

· understand that artistic development is a complex multidimensional process and that students progress on an individual basis through stages of artistic development (S1.1 and 1.2)

· have a repertoire of teaching strategies appropriate to student needs and learning styles (S1.3)

· enable your students to  learn in different ways at different paces (S1.4),

· expose students to artistic and aesthetic values of different cultures (S1.4)

· use multicultural content of art to help students learn tolerance and practice equity (S1.6).

· choose issues, assignments and resources consistent with the interests, backgrounds and needs of your students, and showing your ability to guide them in creating, experiencing and understanding art relevant to their experiences and interests. (S1.5, S2.3)

· make informed decisions about topics and issues to address, and appropriate selection of assignments, works of art, readings, videos, and other resources for your students (S2.1, 2.2, S4.11)

· create and teach lesson involving discussion and critical evaluation of art, including how art is shaped by, and shapes cultural and societal values (S2.7, 2.8, 2.9, S4.4)

· create and teach lesson involving traditional, popular and contemporary art accessible to students, and are helping students study art from popular culture, folk cultures, and other cultural groups (S2.10 and S2.14)

· create and teach lesson involving exploring philosophical and ethical issues related to arts with students (S2.12).

· create and teach lesson involving the making and study of art from a variety of perspectives such as formalist, feminist, etc. (S2.13)

· can use traditional and new technologies within art and educational settings. (S2.15, 2.16, S4.17)

· align your teaching with state and district goals, and the EALRs (S3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, S4.1, S4.3, S4.5, S4.12)

· promote art career opportunities to students (S3.8).

· expose students to appropriation and plagiarism concerns, and first amendment issues (S3.9, 10)

· Present a lesson plan showing how you encouraged students to experiment and expand their repertoires of media and art techniques, and to see the connections between their art and approaches used by other artists (S4.2, 4.15).

· collaborate with other teachers (K4.4) and outside agencies (S6.12)

· allow students to increasingly take responsibility for their own independent and productive learning (S4.10)

· have established effective instructional environments conducive to learning that are safe, supportive and collaborative, including those with special needs (S4.7), and which show a respect for diversity and promote fairness and equity (S4.8), and which are well managed/functioning (S4.9)

· have well developed communication skills with students (S4.16)

· have a knowledge and repertoire of pedagogy in visual arts (K4.3, S4.14)

· are open to new teaching ideas, working to refine teaching skills (S5.12)

· are wiling to seek advice and critiques of your teaching practice (S5.13) and work with colleagues to improve/evaluate professional development plans and practices (6.10)

· are willing to be an involved, contributing member of the total school community (S6.9, 6.14)

· work to break down stereotypes about art among other school professionals and seek to integrate art more centrally into the school curriculum (S4.18, 19, S6.13)

·  promote student artwork (K5.4) and ensure students have opportunities for success (S5.16) and equal opportunity to display their knowledge and abilities (S5.8) and provide recognition of a variety of student accomplishments & positive behaviors (S5.11).

· evaluate student skills, understanding, higher-order thinking and problem solving (K5.1, 5.2, S5.1, 5.2, 5.5, 5.6, 5.7, 5.10). Provide examples of individual student critiques (S5.9)

· engage students in self-evaluation (S5.3).

· self-evaluate the effectiveness of your teaching instruction and use that knowledge for professional development (S5.14, S5.18, S5.20, S6.1, 6.2)

· have observed and analyzed the teaching practice of mentors (S5.19, S6.1, S6.5)

· systematically evaluate the effectiveness or art programs (S5.21, 5.22, 5.23).

· Cite examples of when you have conveyed results of art assessment in meaningful forms to students, families, administrators and the public (S5.23 and 24)

· are aware of professional literature, publications and internet sites you utilize in the fields of art and education, and whether research has impacted your classroom practices (S6.17)

· have provided leadership in educational and professional roles (S6.8, 6.14)

Part III: Additional Information and Feedback 

Mathematics:

Although you do not appear to have any direct math classes in modern abstract mathematics or foundations of mathematics, you do have a strong base of 53 applicable math credits. Thus, if you successfully pass the Praxis II test #10061 Mathematics: Content Knowledge, we will note you have the satisfied many of the appropriate knowledge competencies for the math endorsement.

You will be asked to take a 1 credit  independent learning contract in mathematics teaching methodology if you did not already have a math methods course in your MEd.

Biology:

Although you do not appear to have any direct biology classes in evolution and only a small amount of exposure to genetics and cell biology through the general biology courses BIOL 111 and BIOL 102, you do have a strong base of 50 applicable biology credits. Thus, if you successfully pass the Praxis II test #20235 Biology: Content Knowledge, we will note you have the satisfied many of the appropriate knowledge competencies for a biology endorsement.

You will be asked to take a 1 credit independent learning contract in science teaching methodology if you did not already have a science methods course in your MEd.

Science:

You appear to have 84 applicable credits for the Science Endorsement. This endorsement requires passing the Praxis II test 10435 General Science: Content Knowledge.

Visual Arts

You appear to have 48 applicable credits towards the Visual Arts endorsement, although I would need transcripts to verify the credits (especially from UPS, which uses a semester system). This endorsement requires passing the Praxis II test 10133 Art: Content Knowledge.

I will need to know which class in your MEd program addressed art instruction, and a copy of your student teaching evaluations, especially the one describing your experience in a junior high art classroom.

