
Ways to add endorsements to a Washington teaching certificate

Chapter 180-82A WAC:  http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=180-82A
Testing:

Through WEST-E testing in an area compatible with an endorsement already held, (Pathway 1) or WEST-E plus Pedagogy Assessment in an area somewhat compatible with an endorsement already held (Pathway 2). See Chart for endorsements available under Pathway 1 and Pathway 2.

Pathway 1 involves passing the PRAXIS II test in the endorsement being added, documentation of 90 days of teaching experience in the current endorsement area identified as a pathway 1 option for the endorsement being added, and applying directly to OSPI for the endorsement. Information related to the PRAXIS II test may be accessed at http://www.pesb.wa.gov/#WEST-E. The application to add an endorsement via Pathway 1 may be accessed at http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/certapp/forms.aspx#Teacher. 

Pathway 2 involves passing the PRAXIS II test in the endorsement being added and enrolling in a pathway 2 program at a college/university approved to offer the endorsement. The following process is involved in pursuing an endorsement via pathway 2:

Eligibility criteria:  Fully contracted as a teacher or long term substitute teacher by a Washington public school or state approved private school, verification of 90 days teaching experience in the current endorsement area that is identified as a pathway 2 option for the endorsement being added, and a district letter of support that identifies the means by which the district will provide the opportunity for the candidate to teach in the endorsement area being added. 

Steps: Pass the PRAXIS II in the endorsement area being added, contact a college/university approved to offer the endorsement, prepare the products related to the endorsement using the Pedagogy Assessment Instrument protocol, participate in observations conducted by an individual assigned by the college/university for a minimum of two times and a maximum of four times.

If successful, the college/university will recommend that the endorsement be added; if unsuccessful, the college/university will create a Pathway 3 Teacher Development Plan.
Program:

By completing a college/university program approved to offer the endorsement (Pathway 3). This can be in-state or out-of-state. Available in-state programs are shown at http://www.k12.wa.us/Certification/profed/approvedprograms.aspx. A list of programs available during evenings/weekends/summers, or via distance education is available at http://www.k12.wa.us/Certification/endorsement/EndorseList.aspx. 

Program Requirements:

The appropriate WEST-E must be passed. Consult with your college/university for advice on program requirements  concerning teaching methods, field experience/internship, and subject matter credit hour requirements  in order to meet the endorsement’s competencies.   See Competencies at:  http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/profed/competency.aspx
National Board:

By earning National Board certification in a Washington endorsement area 
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