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Washington Indian Gaming Association
Scholarship

Purpose: One of the principal goals in WIGA’s Mission Statement is to promote tribal economic development and self-sufficiency.  The WIGA Scholarship Program is designed to promote tribal self-sufficiency by providing scholarships for Native American students in Washington, seeking to advance their own self-sufficiency and broaden their personal and professional potential through higher education.  Students pursuing degrees at community colleges, four-year colleges, and in post-graduate and professional schools are eligible.
Deadline dates:
· January 2007 – Announcement of WIGA Scholarship 
· February to May 2007 – Advertise and accept Scholarship Applications
· May 5, 2007 – Deadline for Scholarship Applications (postmark deadline)
· June 2007 –  WIGA Scholarship Committee will meet and announce recipients
· August/September 2007 –Fall Scholarship Distribution
Amount of Awards:  The Scholarship Committee has discretion in determining the amount of each award and the number of student recipients, depending on the availability of funds and the pool of applicants each year.  Applicants should indicate the amount of student aid requested.
Award Distribution: Scholarship awards will be made directly to the financial aid office of the institution for which the recipient is attending, in the name of the student.  Scholarships may cover only those expenses stated in the “student budget” of the institution.  Award recipients may re-apply for subsequent years.
Application Requirements: Applicants should include the following in the WIGA scholarship application package:
· WIGA Scholarship Application

· Personal Essay and Statement of Need
· 2 Letters of Recommendation

· Verification of tribal enrollment 
· Copy of Tribe’s Educational Assistance Policy

· High School or most recent College Transcripts (unofficial)
Applicant Criteria:  Any Native American/Alaska Native student who is an enrolled member of a Washington tribe or a Washington state resident, and who is currently a college student in good standing, or has been accepted in a two-year or four-year accredited institution, including post-graduate study.  This includes Native American students from Washington who attend college in another state, as well as Native American students from outside of Washington, who attend college in Washington.  Applicants must offer proof of tribal enrollment.  
Application Procedure: Students should submit an application (supplied by WIGA), proof of tribal enrollment, most recent transcripts (High School or College), two letters of recommendation, a Personal Essay, a Statement of Need and a copy of your Tribe’s Educational Contribution Policy (if any).

The Personal Essay is a very important part of the application.  Applicants should be as specific as possible about their academic and professional interests and how the Washington Indian Gaming Association Scholarship will help support them in these interests.  The essay should include a discussion about why you are considering your intended major and a description of your future career objectives.  
The Statement of Need will give you an opportunity to show how you plan to pay for your college costs (for example, so much from grants, student loans, family, job, etc.).  A second section will give you the opportunity to describe the costs you will incur as a student.  The statement should be approximately 250 words in length, but not more than five hundred words.
· Reminder-- May 5, 2007 – Deadline for Scholarship Applications

Scholarship Renewal:  The WIGA scholarship may be renewed for previous recipients who have not yet completed their degree during the year of the award, subject to the availability of funds.  They must be in good standing with their institution and be making satisfactory progress toward completion of their intended program of study in order to re-apply.  Satisfactory progress will be defined in accordance to financial aid guidelines of the institution.  Previous award recipients seeking continued support should submit the following items for consideration in subsequent years after completion of the winter term (after January 1st and before the deadline).
· College Transcripts

· WIGA Scholarship Application (updated)
· Statement of Progress/Reflective Paper (mentioning re-application)
Submit all correspondence to:

Washington Indian Gaming Association

1110 Capitol Way S.,  Suite 404 , Olympia, WA 98501
Ph. 360-352-3248 FAX 360-352-4819

Website: http://www.washingtonindiangaming.org/
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