Sue Crystal Memorial Fellowship
Letter of Interest

April 11, 2012

Dear Board Members.

I am currently enrolled in the Tribal Governance Capstone course and the title of my research project is, “Gender Differences in Educational Levels in Tribes and its Effect on Economic Success.”  I will examine high school graduation rates of men and women then look at employment rates and percentages of Tribal members on Temporary Aid to Dependent Families.  I want to find out if there is a correlation between male education rates and poverty levels of the tribes.

I think that this research will indicate if it is necessary for Tribes to develop policies that will encourage young men to further their education for the good of the Tribe as well as themselves.  It may well be that an educated populace will result in healthier tribal communities and families.  It may also be necessary for Tribes to develop relationships with other local governments and private enterprises in order to access resources that will support young men in their efforts to become educated.
I am requesting a $500 grant to assist with traveling expenses to conduct face-to-face interviews.  These interviews will be obtaining more information not readily available in a survey.

Thank you for your consideration for this prestigious honor.

Sincerely,

_____________
