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The Sue Crystal Memorial Fellowship was created by family, friends and colleagues who joined with the Evergreen State College to recognize Sue Crystal’s legacy of leadership in health policy and tribal affairs. Sue died in August 2001 after a valiant struggle against kidney cancer.  

Sue Crystal was an energetic activist and respected adviser to Washington’s top officials. She served as a policy advisor to former governors Mike Lowry and Gary Locke. She served as administrator of the Washington State Health Care Authority, executive director of the Governor’s Executive Policy Office, chair of the Washington state Health Care Policy Board, director of Democratic Research for the Washington State House of Representatives, and was staff to former Senator Warren Magnuson.
In addition, she taught graduate level studies in the Masters of Public Administration program at The Evergreen State College. Her expertise spanned a wide array of public policy subjects; however, she is most noted for her work in tribal affairs, treaty rights, and health care. Among the most significant of Sue’s qualities was her ability to bring people together on hard issues regardless of differences in background, culture, interests, or opinions. She had a deep and passionate understanding of true democracy that she applied to everything she put her hands to. 
Sue had the unique quality of inspiring people to be and do what they were capable of. She helped others believe in themselves and their ability to live out their passions, personally and professionally. 
The Sue Crystal Memorial Fellowship supports students enrolled in The Evergreen State College Master of Public Administration in the Tribal Governance program by awarding fellowships for capstone project expenses.  This helps eligible students complete their studies and graduate from the program.

The fellowship’s intent is to support students in the Tribal MPA program and their associated research projects so that as graduates they can work to:

· Build healthy and sustainable tribal communities

· Foster understanding of tribal governance
· Create working relationships (building bridges) between tribal and non-tribal governments and communities
The program was created for those who wish to actively engage in shaping public policy regarding tribal governance. The Tribal Governance concentration focuses on structures, processes, and issues specific to tribal governments. It provides students with knowledge and skills needed to work successful in Indian Country.  It is also appropriate for students interested in intergovernmental relations or serving as a liaison to tribal governments. 

Fellowship awards are determined by the Executive Committee based on review and evaluation of student applications, including the capstone description, work plan and budget proposals. The first awards will be made to coincide with The Evergreen State College’s 40th anniversary celebration in 2011-2012. Both native and non-native students are eligible to apply.
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