MES Profiles – Students and Alums
Student questions

What do you hope to gain from the MES program?
Innovative thinking and collaborative partnerships in conservation

Where are you from?
Washington

What is your previous education and work experience prior to entering the MES Program?
BA/BS, The Evergreen State College; Sustainable Prisons Project; Canopy Research

What are your areas of interest in the MES program? Restoration Ecology, Habitat Management, Translocations

What is your “dream occupation”? What do you see yourself doing after the MES program?
Restoration Ecologist/Owner of private restoration firm

Do you work on or off campus?  If yes, where?
On-campus with the Sustainable Prisons Project

What activities do you enjoy outside of school and work?
Mountains, hiking, canoeing

Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?
Nalini Nadkarni

And anything super interesting you think prospective and currents students should know about you!
Long distance adventure veteran – Pacific Crest Trail, Pan American Highway, Transoceanic Sailing

Alumni questions
What drew you to the MES program at The Evergreen State College?
I wanted to pursue a professional environmental career path; I had friends that were in the MES program and benefited greatly from the program.

Who has been an inspirational individual in your life?
Two people influenced me the most - Jan Henderson, who taught Forest Ecology and later hired me to work for him; and Ralph Murphy, who terrorized me into doing good work and thinking a little bigger.

How has MES influenced how you view the world around you?
The program has helped me look at environmental and conservation challenges with a wider world view than I had previously. The ecological training cracked the door on deeper understanding of the natural world that I've entered and found my passion for restoration and other work.

What advice would you give future MES students?
Make sure you are ready for the tougher courses - if you need to enhance some math skills, do it first, before you are floundering through statistics or hydrology or whatever the new mind cracking course is. Read some of the books and take notes before each core program so you can have a little buffer before the onslaught of reading.

What was your thesis topic?
Environmental History of Grass Lake, Olympia Wa

Where have you done and/or where have you worked since graduating from the MES program?
I started working for the Department of Natural Resources' Natural Areas Program in 1992. I've been with the program in various capacities to this date.

What skills and knowledge did you gain from MES?
Analytical skills - understanding and interpreting data and high level research papers; a good overview of the ecology of salmon, wetlands, forests, and water. Understanding environmental risk, the basics of natural resource economics, and laws and regulations. I became more confident speaking, and writing professional work.

How has having a MES degree helped you since graduating?
The MES degree was essential in qualifying for my current position. The knowledge has also formed a solid base for professional development in this position. (And I've been able to help many Evergreen undergraduates and graduate students in turn.)

And anything super interesting you think prospective and currents students should know about you!
We have excellent opportunites for thesis work and group projects on natural areas, from planning to biological inventory to restoration design. You must be self sufficient and self starting, and you will benefit from my 19 years of experience in this field.

