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Top reasons to attend our program:

· Keep your day job and get your MPA on evenings and/or weekends in as little as 2 years (going full-time) or 3 years (going part-time)! 
· (General) Typically you’ll be in class just 1 night each week + 1 or 2 weekends each quarter: finish the degree in just 2 years going full-time and 3 years going part-time. 
· Most of our students are working adults, and many have families. 

· (General) Many students commute from Pierce and King Counties, and we've had students who commute from as far away as Bellingham and Portland. 
· One of the nation's Top Public Affairs Graduate Schools, in the 2012 edition of the “Best Graduate Schools” by US News and World Report. http://www.evergreen.edu/news/archive/2011/03/publicaffairs.htm
· Affordable – a bargain for Washington State residents at about $17,000 for tuition and fees for the ENTIRE degree; less than average costs for non-resident students!
· Take MPA elective courses *before* admission – you *don’t* have to wait: up to 12 credits will count toward your degree. Register for open courses 1 week before the quarter begins, with instructor permission: http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/reginfo.htm
· (General) Flexible degree requirements allow you to customize your MPA degree! Our program offers students a lot of flexibility and opportunity to gear their degree toward their field(s) of interest, including taking up to 24 elective credits, of which 12 credits can be taken as independent study!

· Hundreds of our graduates are working in a wide variety of responsible positions within state, local, tribal and federal governments, education, nonprofit organizations, advocacy organizations, and private industry

· (General) More specific blurb about general alums + profiles with pix

· At Evergreen you’ll study the critical elements of public service and administration in a dynamic and diverse learning community that you create with your faculty and fellow students.

· (General) coursework includes: budgeting, strategic thinking/planning, human resources and information systems, public law, leadership and ethics, multicultural competencies, political and policy analyses and research methods. 
· Read the first book that the 1st year students are reading this year: Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder
· Check out the rest of our Fall 1st year Core syllabus: http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/docs/FINAL%20first%20year%20core%20general%20syllabus%20fall%2020121.pdf
· Built on the Evergreen learning model: collaborative and interdisciplinary teaching and learning, narrative evaluations instead of grades, and an emphasis on experiential learning and engaged discussions encompassing diverse views.
· The GRE is *not* required for admission.
· Applying – MPA students begin the program once a year, in the Fall. Typically the application deadline is the February 15th before the Fall of admission. Re: Fall 2013 -- We currently expect to begin accepting Fall 2013 applications on October 1, 2012, with a likely priority application deadline of February 15, 2013. 
For admissions requirements and complete application info, go to: 

· http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/applicationcheck.htm
· http://www.evergreen.edu/mpa/admissionsreq.htm
