ORIENTATION PLANNING 

OUTCOME:
Students are ready to learn, and oriented about TESC and the MPA Program
I have compiled information about orientation since I volunteered after the last year’s process to be on the committee as my service to the team.  I have asked students about the process and also read their yearlong CORE reflections.  Attached are the ideas I have gotten from the students, and from faculty input about things they suggested worked and those not as well.  

Output:
Icebreaker - Learn about each other and transition from outside to the orientation
Go around the room and give names and very brief introduction to why in the program or such question, students liked to see the level of interest and what other people were like.  Fits each year.  However, feedback from almost everyone said it took too long time to intro each other.  They could not process so much information anyway so a scanning of info works better.  But they did seek to know some people for comfort level.   So:

Do the exercise that Linda mentioned which is similar to the lifeboat icebreaker or other small group exercise to gain introduction past superficial introduction.  This also can be used to report back and then is a good method to introduce classroom process without making it formal.

Output:
Students understand expectations of graduate program, level of work expected and some methods

Overview of Program and Tracks, much can be in the packet, and we will be breaking out later with advisors.

Maybe the place where Linda wants something about the differences in Tribal ?

Concept of Learning Communities, and driving out fear

Fishbowl with a reading sent before the event, as well as a brief introduction to the idea of seminar – (can use WA center materials they are well done)  

Critical Thinking concepts introduced.  A good time is after the fishbowl as it becomes more meaningful.  

Other? First Quarter Core faculty may wish to use this time for some small effort and not take up the time in the first class?


Output:
Overview of Campus

Much of this can be in their packets.  But the students wished to know more about registration, food service, where classes were mainly held and some other things that they continued to be mixed up about like media loan.  I guess not everyone reads the packet, so maybe going over what is inside a bit more.

Output:
Understand concentrations, internships, credit requirements etc.

Students really enjoyed the time with their advisors and the information shared in the small groups. Questions wait here from students who do not wish to appear silly/stupid.  Many felt a connection that lasted the entire program.  Assure we are ready to do this for them, that we have the same information.

Output:
First and Second Year Students are introduced in an informal manner and get acquainted.

Small group exercise same as last year, but two ALUMS (ones who just graduated if possible, as there was a mixed responses about having ones from old program) in each group and more time allotted.  This was highly received by all I heard or read remarks from.

AND a picnic/potluck after the event with Second year and alums, outside if weather permits

NOTE: THE TIMES FOR EACH PROCESS (ORIENTATION FOR FIRST YEAR AND A “KICK OFF” FOR SECOND YEAR SHOULD END AT THE SAME TIME SO THEY CAN MOVE ON TO THE POTLUCK/PICNIC.  CHERYL AND MARC NEED TO KNOW THE TIME FRAME AND THEY WILL PLAN THE SECOND YEAR. 

