Erin’s opening remarks:

Anpetu Waste
Hello and welcome, My name is Erin Genia, I am a member of the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate. I serve as the A D for the Tribal Governance Concentration. I am so excited to be here with you this evening as you start off your career as an Evergreen graduate student! Congratulations! 

It’s a privilege to join together here in the Longhouse, which, if I can pronounce this correctly, is called “Squigwealtxw” in the Coast Salish language, and means The House of Welcome. It’s a living expression of the land that Evergeen campus resides upon and the “Medicine Creek Treaty Tribes” of this area. Welcome to Evergreen! We are here to get you off to a good start to your educational journey.
We have organized this orientation session for this evening and tomorrow so you can become well acquainted with the MPA program. It’s also important for you to get to know the people who will be your companions, so we have worked to provide you with opportunities to get to know your fellow cohorts.
If you have any questions throughout the evening, please feel free to approach the MPA staff which includes Randee, Jan Hays, our Program Assistant, myself, and of course the Director, Lee Lyttle. I’d like to take a moment to thank and recognize all the MPA staff and faculty for their contributions to this event, and especially want to thank the dedicated folks in Facilities, Media and Conference Services, who have made this evening possible. Let’s give them all a hand….
I’d like to now point you in the direction of your folders. Please take a moment to look through the folders to see the information we have provided to you. 

· You’ll notice the MPA orientation agenda, which you can refer to as we move through the event.

· Take note of the MPA Seminar Groups Handout which will tell you what seminar you will be in, and the corresponding break-out room you will be conducting seminar in tomorrow afternoon.
· There is a copy of the Social Contract, which lays out the guiding principles for Evergreen’s unique learning community. You will be taking time in your core course to go over this document.

· There is also a map, with information about where to find services, and attached to that is info about your required immunizations. Please read it and follow the directions, you will need to send your records to the Health Center, or sign the waiver. This is required, and you will not be able to register for classes if you do not  do this.
· Also, you will see a purple Photo and Video Permission form, please sign this form and hand it in at the registration table before you leave.
· Please take note of the “MPA 2012 New Student Orientation Evaluation,” and fill this out by the end of the day tomorrow. Your feedback on this form helps us to improve orientation for the next cohort.

· The folder also includes a worksheet to help you track your progress in the MPA program as you complete courses towards your final degree.

· The instructions for two small group activities also appear in your folder, and I will talks about those more in a moment.

· The other sheets include important dates for the academic year, where to find help in the MPA Program, Information about Internships, and the Fall course schedule.
· I also wanted to let you know that “The MPA Student Handbook” is available as a link on the main page of our website, which is “www.evergreen.edu/mpa” Please familiarize yourself with our policies. 

Now, for the rest of the evening, you can expect dinner and the faculty panel. As you listen to the faculty speeches, please take note of anything that stands out for you, as you will be asked to think about it more in a small group activity later on this evening.
Dinner is about ready to be served.

Before you get your meal, please turn to the sheet in your folder, “Getting to Know You Exercise #1”

We’d like you to take the time, over dinner, to get to know your neighbor. Please use the exercise sheet as a guideline for your conversation. You will have until 7pm when the Faculty Panel will begin.

It is now time to eat. Because we are in the Longhouse, in a tribal setting, I would like to ask that any elders in the room be allowed to eat first.

Thank you, and enjoy your meal! 

