Native Cases Project Underway

By Linda Moon Stumpff and Barbara Leigh Smith

With support from Lumina Foundation for Education, Evergreen State College is collaborating with Grays Harbor College, Bainbridge Graduate Institute, Salish Kootenai (SKC) and Northwest Indian College (NWIC) to develop Native case studies. A Native Advisory Board identified significant issues that should be in the college curriculum.  

Approximately 35 cases will be produced, making this is the largest Native Cases project in the United States. Topics include tribal enrollment and citizenship, Indian education, housing, natural resources, economic development, health and many others.  The cases explore current issues and questions like what is Indian art and what is an Indian artist. 

A number of capstone projects written by MPA Tribal Administration graduates Betty Peterson, Aaron Bryan, Renee Klosterman, Laurel Ballew, Andrea Ebling, Terry Thacker and Sean Dence and undergraduate Reservation-Based program students Dianne Walkup and Larry Ralston will be transformed into teaching cases building bridges between student research and curriculum.  

The Reservation-Based Program has been using the cases this year with great success. 

A Native Cases Workshop will be held each summer for the next two years. For further information contact Linda Moon Stumpff at stumpffl@evergreen.edu or Barbara Leigh Smith at smithb@evergreen.edu.  Also please visit the website at www.evergreen.edu/tribal/nativecases. 
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Sidebar with 2 Featured Case Abstracts

The Forest for the Trees and Back to the Bison. 

By Linda Moon Stumpff

Abstract: These two titles form a connected set of teaching cases that chronicle the role of the Confederated Tribes of Salish and Kootenai in implementing a landscape-level strategy to reclaim administrative authority over their lands and natural resources.  Set within the policy of self-determination, the role of culture, policy, and politics intertwine.  The Tribe unravels federal policy to assert their own natural resource regime that honors culture while developing sustainable plans for forestry and wildlife management. In the bison case, the Tribe reaches the pinnacle of its efforts as it takes over operational management of the National Bison Range. Both cases lend themselves to role-playing and scenarios, although they may also be used as the basis of class discussion or debate. Students completing these cases will learn about natural resource practices, planning and tribal sovereignty. For the full case see the Native Cases website. 

Waiting Patiently 500 Years

By 

Denny Hurtado and Barbara Leigh Smith

Abstract: This case tells the story of the origin and passage of House Bill 1495 in the 2005 Washington State Legislative session. This bill concerned the inclusion of tribal history, culture and government in the social studies curriculum in the public schools. The case discusses the process of implementing this bill as well. The case provides a good opportunity to study leadership, the policymaking process, and a very current issue in Indian education. For the full case see the Native Cases website. 

