MPA Changes Curriculum

A combination of tight budgets, feedback from students and alumni, and recognition of the centrality of the Core to the MPA has led to a change in the MPA curriculum.  The new curriculum goes into effect with the Fall 2009 General Cohort.

Credits for quarterly Core classes have increased from 4 to 6, a new Core course has been added to address the feedback that policy, finance and budget issues were not sufficiently addressed in Core, and second year Core now limits the Analytical Techniques class to two quarters, with the Core culminating in Capstone (Capstone, previously, was not part of Core).  This increases the amount of credits from Core, more accurately reflecting the importance and centrality of Core to the Evergreen MPA program.  This also makes it easier for students to complete the program in two years, if desired.

In addition to changing the credit hours and composition of the Core, faculty and staff are wrapping up a two-year process to identify agreed upon Core Competencies.  The Core Competencies reflect our values and perspectives and allow us to more accurately define the unique “brand” of the TESC MPA.  The Core Competencies will also guide the teaching and learning environment of our Core curriculum, allowing us to take full advantage of faculty rotation practices at TESC and still feel confident that we are building fairly consistent and high quality teaching and learning environments in our Core curriculum.

New MPA Curriculum




1st Year Core

FALL:
 
Context of Public Administration (6 credits)


WINTER:
 Doing Democratic Public Administration (6 credits)

SPRING:
 Policy, Finance and Budgeting for Public Administration (6 credits) (new course)
2nd Year Core

FALL:
 
Analytical Techniques for Public Service I (6 credits)


WINTER: 
Analytical Techniques for Public Service II (6 credits)

SPRING:
Capstone (6 credits)
Tribal Concentration:

1ST and 2nd Year Core (36 credit hours) + 20 Tribal Concentration credit hours + 4 elective credit hours = 60 credit hours

Public and Non-Profit Administration Concentration:

1ST and 2nd Year Core (36 credit hours) + 24 elective credit hours = 60 credit hours

Public Policy Concentration:

1ST and 2nd Year Core (36 credit hours) + ARM and FOPP (8 credit hours) + 16 elective credit hours = 60 credit hours

