Tribal Concentration Courses

The Path to Sovereignty

4 credits

The first course in the series covers the historical foundations of self-government in addition to a significant review of current policy issues affecting tribal governments.  The perspective of tribal governments, their initiatives and their responses to the issues of sovereignty, self-determination and self-governance provides the focus for this initial offering.

Intergovernmental Relations

4 credits

This course is centered on evolving relationships between tribes and state and local governments in the context of the historic federal-tribal relationship.  Relationships with federal and state agencies are explored within the relevant processes and institutions such as consultation, agreements, compacts, and specific local government to government relationships.

Tribal Organization and Structure

4 credits

This class focuses on key aspects of the organizational structure and operations of tribal governments.  Students look at ways to strengthen tribal governments and increase capacity through administrative, managerial, and constitutional processes.  Constitutions, codes, and institutional settings are covered.  Learning to analyze specific practices and models accompanies the emphasis on personnel and financial management as the course proceeds.

Reservation Economies: The Economic Environment for Tribal Governments

4 credits

This course explores tribal policy in the context of tribal ownership and control and tribally-supported small business development.  Coursework includes analytical tools like cost-benefit analysis, revenue streams, legal arrangements, governmental powers of tribes, and interest-bearing loans and investments relevant to the current context of fiscal crisis and the need for economic development.

Policy for Tribal Governments

4 credits

Institutions and processes impacting tribal policy-making in both internal and external spheres are reviewed in the current context.  The latter portion of the course explores current trends in policy-making at all levels from the local to the international with the resulting challenges and opportunities for tribes.
