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n a t i o n a l   c o n g r e s s   o f   a m e r i c a n   i n d i a n s

NCAI 2010 Annual Session
Resolution ABQ-10-064


The National Congress of American Indians

Resolution #ABQ-10-064
TITLE:
Calling for the United States to Endorse the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Consultation
WHEREAS, we, the members of the National Congress of American Indians of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator upon our efforts and purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our descendants the inherent sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights secured under Indian treaties and agreements with the United States, and all other rights and benefits to which we are entitled under the laws and Constitution of the United States, to enlighten the public toward a better understanding of the Indian people, to preserve Indian cultural values, and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of the Indian people, do hereby establish and submit the following resolution; and

WHEREAS, the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) was established in 1944 and is the oldest and largest national organization of American Indian and Alaska Native tribal governments; and

WHEREAS, NCAI is concerned about assuring that the decades of work dedicated to the “Drafting” of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples are not forgotten; and

WHEREAS, the “Drafting” of the Declaration was the mutual work of Indigenous Peoples and Leadership from all over the World, which included Indigenous Peoples of the Red, Black, White, and Yellow Races of Humanity; and

WHEREAS, the United Nations ratified the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples on September 13, 2007,  by a vote of 144 states in favor of approval, 4 votes against (Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and United States), with 11 abstentions; and 

WHEREAS, since its adoption, Australia, New Zealand and Canada have reversed their positions and now endorse the Declaration, Columbia and Samoa have indicated their support (they abstained originally), and President Obama, through Ambassador Susan Rice’s April 20, 2010 statement to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, has indicated he would review his position regarding the Declaration and subject this question of support for the Declaration to the process of “Consultation” with the Indian Tribes, a process being addressed and co-coordinated by the Department of State; and 

WHEREAS, at the Department of State Consultation session in July in Washington, the Lummi Nation was requested by the Department of Interior, without objections from the Department of State, to secure a coordinated national legal position of Indian Country as to recommendations and justification for securing U.S. support for the Declaration and developed the following recommendations with the concurrence of the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians: (1) President Obama should create a National Commission comprised of American Indian and Alaska Native leaders, as well as representatives of the Departments of State, Interior and Justice to develop a plan for implementing the Declaration; 2) The Obama Administration should recommend to the UN that they modify their practice and policy of treating Indigenous Nation delegates to UN functions as NGO representatives, and instead should create a special category of Indigenous Nation Governmental Representatives with the rights and privileges of submitting their views and testimony directly to UN agencies; and 3) The Obama Administration should request that the laws and standards known as Intellectual Property and administered by the World Intellectual Property Organization of the UN should be adjusted to accommodate the concerns of Indigenous Peoples regarding their unique cultural resources. 
WHEREAS, the NCAI hereby calls upon President Obama to officially change the position of the United States by informing the General Assembly of the United Nations that the United States now supports the Declaration, and the NCAI member tribes agree with this recommendation; and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  that the NCAI supports the recommendation of the National Congress of American Indians that the United States should immediately accept and support the Declaration, and clearly recommends that the Department of Interior and Department of State advocate support of the Declaration to President Obama; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NCAI recommends that President Obama consider the development of a Native American & Alaskan Native Commission to develop recommendations for implementation of the provisions of the Declarations and address their relevance to the duties and responsibilities of the different federal departments and independent agencies; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NCAI calls upon the various regional, national, and international Native American/Intertribal organizations (e.g., WIGA, NCAI, CERT, NWIFC, CRIFC, USET, NTEC, NIEA, AIHEC, NCAI, NIGA,  and others) to assist in the enactment and ratification phase of this international declaration, once supported by the United States; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall be the policy of NCAI until it is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution.
CERTIFICATION

The foregoing Resolution was adopted by the General Assembly at the 2010 Annual Convention of the National Congress of American Indians, held at the Albuquerque Convention Center in Albuquerque, NM on November 14-19, 2010, with a quorum present.

President



ATTEST:

Recording Secretary
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