
[image: image1.png]EVER( ;REEN

THE EVERGREEN STATE COLLEGE
OLYMPIA. WASHINGTON





November 4, 2011
Dear Colleagues,

 

I am pleased to write a letter of recommendation for Pam Peters and am grateful I had the opportunity to teach with her in our MPA, 2nd year core, Tribal Governance course in the fall of 2009. As a teacher, Pam empowers students through setting up an organic learning environment. She enhanced my professional life by helping me see situations from multiple perspectives and by encouraging student led learning rather than providing absolutist responses to questions. 
Pam is hard working and thinks quickly on her feet, but it is her dedication to student learning that impressed me the most. She has an uncanny ability to meet people where they are and bring them into learning moments where she supports them in stretching beyond their comfort zones. Pam even did this with me as a colleague as we felt free to bounce teaching and topic ideas off of each other as she is open to compromise, change, and trying new approaches. 
Above all, I believe the students gained quite a bit from Pam’s approachable teaching style that is rooted in practitioner experience. Additionally, Pam was always prepared well in advance. Her handouts, lecture notes, and thoughtful questions provided a space for the students to thrive analytically. Pam is a skilled educator and offered multiple learning moments for the students around culturally relevant and responsible research. It was evident that Pam has a wealth of knowledge related to tribal governance and research in Indian country. 
The main contribution Pam gave me as a teaching partner was a new lens to view teaching, learning, and student/faculty relationships. She taught me to use each class meeting as a work in progress rather than a fixed agenda. This allowed us great flexibility and adaptability to access teachable moments as they cropped up. The MPA program would be lucky to have her teaching on a permanent basis and I look forward to having her as a colleague on our MPA team. 
Amy Gould, Ph.D.

Member of the Faculty
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