Information about MPA Financial Assistance Awards 

Every year the MPA Program offers a limited number of scholarships and aid to qualified students. Priority consideration in awarding financial assistance is given to students in good academic standing. All graduate students are expected to perform at a high academic level and to support and contribute to a well functioning MPA classroom learning community. Preference for MPA financial assistance awards is given to applicants who will be enrolled full-time (at least 8 Evergreen graduate credits per quarter) and enrolled in 1st or 2nd year MPA core courses. All students should be aware that Evergreen’s tuition and fees for 2012-2013 are subject to change by the Washington State Legislature. 

If you anticipate having any need of financial assistance to cover your graduate school costs in 2013-2014, you should file a Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA). Financial need is determined by Evergreen's Financial Aid Office after receipt and processing of the FAFSA. Please see the instructions section of this packet for more information about filing your FAFSA. 

For the 2013-2014 academic year, the MPA Program is offering several types of awards. Some scholarships and fellowships are need-based, as determined by a student’s FAFSA. Several awards offered do not take need into consideration, and therefore do not require a filed FAFSA. 
The MPA program also offers two types of awards – the Tuition Waiver and the MPA Merit Awards that students are automatically considered for - students do not need to apply for them. To be considered for a Tuition Waiver a FAFSA must be on file. The MPA Merit and MPA-Tribal Governance Merit Awards seek to recognized top performing students, regardless of need, so a FAFSA is not required. The MPA program is also offering a Graduate Assistant Award in 2013-2014 that may consist of one or more Work/Study positions.
To apply for MPA Scholarships and Financial Assistance Awards, you must complete an online survey. You will be asked to fill in your basic information and indicate each award you intend to apply for with a response of 100 words or less describing how you meet the award criteria. Please see below to learn more about the awards.
For questions about the MPA financial aid award application or award process, please contact: Randee Gibbons, Assistant MPA Director at gibbonsr@evergreen.edu, or, Erin Genia, Assistant MPA Director – Tribal Governance, at geniae@evergreen.edu or (360) 867-6202. For questions about the FAFSA, student loans or Evergreen Need Grants, please contact the Evergreen Financial Aid Office at (360) 867-6205. 
For questions about the MPA program or the MPA admission process, contact the Assistant MPA Director for the applicable concentration: Public/Non-Profit Admin & Public Policy concentrations -- Randee Gibbons: gibbonsr@evergreen.edu or (360) 867-6554; Tribal concentration – Erin Genia: geniae@evergreen.edu or (360) 867-6202. 

The Evergreen State College strongly encourages qualified persons of all races, ethnicities and sexual orientations; persons with disabilities; persons over 40; women; and Vietnam Era and disabled veterans to apply for MPA Scholarships and Financial Assistance Awards. 
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Instructions for the MPA Financial Assistance Awards Application Process 
􀂉 APPLY to the MPA PROGRAM: For Applicants to the MPA Program, the priority deadline for Fall 2012 admissions is February 15, 2012. Aid is only awarded to applicants who are offered admission to the college. 

􀂉 SUBMIT FAFSA: You can begin completing the 2012-13 FAFSA after January 1, 2012 online. Your completed 2012-13 FAFSA must be received and processed by Thursday, March 1, 2012. Due to potential federal processing delays, in order to maximize your chances of having a fully processed, complete FAFSA by March 1st we strongly recommend that you complete your FAFSA by February 22nd. Follow the instructions listed on the “Financial Aid for Graduate Students” page of the Evergreen Financial Aid website: http://www.evergreen.edu/financialaid/graduate_finaid.htm (in the link there is an underscore “_” between “graduate” and “finaid”) Note that Evergreen’s Title IV school code is 008155. A filed FAFSA is necessary to qualify for all federal student loans, all Evergreen Need Grants (grants distributed by the Financial Aid Office to a very limited number of students with the highest need) and all MPA financial assistance for which financial need is either a primary or secondary consideration (see award descriptions). Students whose FAFSAs are processed by March 1st will have their file reviewed in the first awarding cycle by the Financial Aid Office and will receive priority consideration for Evergreen Need Grants. The FAFSA may be submitted after March 1st, but financial aid eligibility after March 1st is much more likely to be limited to federal student loans. Note that using estimated 2011 tax information is acceptable to complete your FAFSA. 

􀂉 SUBMIT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AWARDS APPLICATION: Completed applications must be received by MPA Office Assistant Jan Hays by 5pm on Monday, March 19, 2012. You have three options for submitting: 

1. Complete, print, sign and scan your FAAAF and attach to ONE email along with a letter of intent, resume, and letters of recommendation (if required) to Jay Hays, Office Assistant at haysj@evergreen.edu. You will receive a confirmation email by March 20th. 

2. Complete, print, sign and send your application packet via regular mail to the address listed on the FAAAF and page 1 of this packet. 

3. Complete, print, sign and deliver your application to Jan Hays in Lab 1 Room 3019. 

Your letter of intent must be addressed to the “MPA FA Selection Committee,” and must describe how you meet the non-need based criteria of each award for which you are applying. Be sure to indicate on the FAAAF which awards you would like to be considered for. Submitting the MPA FAAAF plus just ONE letter of intent and your resume is sufficient to apply for most awards – see award descriptions for exceptions. Incomplete applications will not be considered. Faxed materials will not be accepted. 

􀂉 Notification of awards begins at the end of April, 2012. 
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