Path to Sovereignty class
1st weekend session
Class Schedule: Nov. 16 – 18, 2012 
Friday November 16
1pm Class convenes in D 1105

1st hour: Discussion of goals and expectations for Path to Sovereignty Tribal Government concentration program
15 min. Video - Tribute to former Quinault Pres. Joe Delacruz explains Path to Sovereignty policy goals.
2 pm Introduction of guest speaker Jewell James, Policy Director, Lummi Indian Nation
3:30 Break

3:45 Seminar on “The Path to Indigenous Nation Sovereignty in the 21st Century” Parker.   

Students will submit a hard copy of their 2 page reflections paper on this book at the beginning of this seminar session. Faculty will review these papers overnight and discuss with students their reflections papers on the following day. 

4:45pm Class re-convenes as a group: Discussion of plans for the remainder of the weekend.

Saturday Nov 17
8:30 am:  Opening session: review and discussion of the roles of Joe Delacruz and Jewell James in Development of Self-governance policy as an evolution of Self-determination Act policy (refer to Parker, “The Path to Indigenous Nations Sovereignty in the 21st Century”; Chapter 9 
10:30 am Break

!1:00 Class discussion of Thomas Cowger book “The National Congress of American Indians, The Founding Years” Students should also review this organizations website  www.ncai.org 

12; noon Lunch Break, join Res Based Class in Long House

1:30pm – reconvene class in D 1105

Seminar on Cowger book – Students will hand in 2 page reflections paper on NCAI  The Founding Years
2:30 Break

2:45: Group Discussion; 
UN Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples, NCAI Resolution of Executive Committee requesting the Pres Obama adopt a White House Initiative on “Implementing the UN Declaration in US Law and Policy”
See also the NCAI Policy Paper submitted April 2012 to UN Special Rappetour James Anaya

Major recommendations of ATNI and NCAI:  1) President Obama should adopt a White House Initiative on Implementation of the UN Declaration and 2) appoint a national Commission comprised of a cross-section of Tribal Leaders and representatives of State Dept. Interior and Justice Department to conduct a year long study on Implementation of the UN Declaration

4 pm Review plans for Sunday

Sunday November 18
8:30 am – Class discussion of US Trust Responsibility as core doctrine of Federal Indian Policy

Origins of the Trust Responsibility: Role of Secretary as Principal Official in charge of implementing the Trust Responsibility: delegation to Bureau of Indian Affairs. Role of US as Trustee for upholding Indian Treaty Rights 
(see Indian Tribes as Sovereign Governments, Chapter 3 Tribes and the Federal Trust Relationship pages 51-62)
Discussion of the impacts on the Department of Interior’s management of its Trust Duties by the historic class action lawsuit Cobell vs. Salazar. 

In Dec 2011 Interior Secretary Salazar established special Commission on Trust Reform: 

What facts gave rise this lawsuit? What has been the impact of the case on the management of US Trust Responsibility? What may be the impacts of the Trust Reform Commission on the management of the US Trust Responsibility?

10:30 am Break

US v. Washington case: What has been the impact of this case on role of federal agencies responsible for the Trust Responsibility to protect tribal fishing rights, to protect habitat of Salmon to maintain tribal fisheries. (see Indian Tribes as Sovereign Governments Chapter 4 Tribal Resource Rights, page 63-79 and Part Two History of Treaty Negotiations between the United States and Indian Tribes, page 91-117) 

10:15 am Seminar on meaning of US Trust Responsibility for tribes located in Pacific NW

11:30 Reconvene: discussion of topic for research paper for 2nd session: Nov 30 –Dec 2, 2012
12:30 Break for Lunch

1:30 pm Class discussion – What is the role today of the National Congress of American Indians? 

What circumstances led to the Founding of the NCAI? (i.e. what conditions existed at the time?)

Termination – what was the Termination Policy? How did it come about? What were the results?

Self-determination: Self-determination refers to the idea of a national policy articulated during the mid-1960’ as a response to the Termination Policy and defining new direction for Tribes to assert collectively. (i.e. as NCAI?)  What do we know of this period? What relevance do we ascribe to President Nixon’s address to the US Congress in 1970 repudiating the Termination Policy and embracing the policy idea of Indian Self-determination?

How did the Indian Self-determination Act of 1975 play into this evolution of federal policy?

What relevance do you give to the idea of transferring the management and administration of federal services from the BIA and IHS to the Tribes via Self-determination Act contracting? What difference has it made that tribal leaders asserted the initiative to transform the process of Contracting to a process of Governmental Compacting?
3:00 pm Break

3:15 pm Seminar: 

What is the role of tribes on the Path to Sovereignty today?

4:15 pm Reconvene as group: review your ideas of topics for the 10 page papers to be submitted at the beginning of 2nd session to Path To Sovereignty

4:30 End of 1st session 
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