MPA Fac/Staff Meeting

October 2, 2006
Notes
Updates:
Mike – 

1) gave out tribal scholarships (account close to zeroed out) – effort to refurbish account?

2) Still accepting applications to tribal cohort – Nov 15 deadline (firm).

3) Working on tribal newsletter; working on tribal websites

Nan - nothing, thanks
Mary – recruitment update – faculty participation welcome – will post a list of dates (info sessions and grad fairs) and each faculty member will volunteer for one event.

Larry – update:  fund raising (set up a meeting with the current head of development for college, send out ask letter to everyone on alumni list for fall).

Joan -  working on tribal scholarship funds.

Nita – working on interdisciplinary research project – assessment of interdisciplinary teaching (ed policy class as a research project).

Seminar texts for all-faculty seminar: decisions made – attendees: faculty (all; invite adjuncts).  All on order from bookstore; Cheryl will distribute when they arrive.
(November 6) Hird, J. A. (2005). Power, Knowledge, and Politics: Policy Analysis and the States. Georgetown University Press. 
Yanow, Dvora (2002). Constructing Race and Ethnicity in America: Category-Making in Public Policy and Administration 

Miller, Hugh T and Charles Fox (2006).  Postmodern Public Administration (revised edition) 

Events for Academic Year – 

· Co-sponsor Unsoeld Lecture (April)
· Alumni breakfast with Frances Moore Lappe (April)
· Tribal Taxation Symposium (all day session) – Spring – targeting tribes, students, House Rev/Senate Ways and Means staff/members. (Alan, Bruce, Joan, Mike).  
· Nita’s & Russ’s Communicating with Legislators Workshop (Mary – 1st week of January)

· Short course series

· Next year ballot measure forum – “hot” ballot measures – public forum in Fall (begin planning now).
NASPAA – 


What to do?  We could do self-study, complete by spring, turn in application for accreditation by August.   Would rather get the results from the self-study and consider app then; may need to make changes in order to submit a successful application.   Do the first step, self-study, then we’ll make a decision (getting the information needed to be able to make an informed decision).

Plan:

Spring ‘07 – Complete self-study


Spring ‘08 – NASPAA app, if feasible

1st Step – go through standards; anything we can rectify in advance?
Resource needs: 

· Mary: computer 

· Nothing else at this time

Alumni engagement?  

Association exits, has bylaws, etc…somewhat dead, in the moment, but the capacity is there.  If we take an event to them (breakfast with Lappe), can we breathe life back into the group? (Amy).
Build your own MPA?

Probably not

Who Sponsors Independent/Internship Contracts?

· Data on contract demand (demand doesn’t equal interest areas)

· Appropriate subject areas?

· Clarity in handbook about content, helping to find appropriate sponsors, who is “qualified” for sponsoring MPA contracts?  Is there an approval process?  What does it look like?

· Rest of the campus’ policy – anyone can sponsor contracts.  Need to be in line with rest of campus.

· What is graduate level work?  Who decides?  

· Amy – argues to ask us to consider a broadening of our definitions of who can, and should, do contracts?

· What are our contract expectations?  Want standards – whoever takes a contract, agrees to standards.

· How much are we encouraging contracts – effect on enrollment in electives.

· What about content?   Get credit for stuff “should have learned in undergrad?”
Nita - Communication development workshop
