Celebrating Russ Lehman
I’ve been thinking for quite a while that I entered the MPA program at just the right time for various reasons.  I’ve made some great friends in this cohort; I think it’s an exciting time in our country for public service with our new president; and finally because I’ve had the pleasure to work with Russ Lehman during his final two years as a visiting faculty at Evergreen.  

I was lucky enough to have Russ all last year during First Year Core as well as in his elective course, Ethics and Leadership Winter 2008.  Now I’m rounding out my MPA experience with him as my faculty sponsor for a 2-quarter independent contract for Winter and Spring 2009.

Not only is Russ a great instructor, he is also a great friend.  His approach to education is engaging and entertaining.  But don’t let this fool you!  Even though he knows how to bring a little fun into the class room, he also challenges his students and asks the tough questions that really make us work harder and think about issues differently than we are used to.  He raises the bar for us, so that when we leave here, we will continue to raise it for ourselves.

Because of Russ’ affable nature, he instantly connects on a personal level with students.  He genuinely cares about us and helps to foster a comfortable learning environment.  Because of this, when he had his stroke last year, many of us felt as if it had happened to a close family member.  Thank goodness everything turned out alright and he was able to return to us!
Some of my favorite memories are when we would get to watch clips of ‘The West Wing’ in Russ’ class to help illustrate various points or better examine issues we were learning about.  I had never watched the show when it was on television, so this was my first introduction to it.  I now own the entire series and am hooked!
So thank you Russ, for sharing the West Wing with us.  But more importantly, thank you for sharing your knowledge, experience, compassion, spirit and friendship.   It was a pleasure working with and learning from you.
· Shannon Wallace, 2009 TESC MPA Graduate 
Russ Lehman is an excellent teacher. I had an opportunity to work with Russ in my first year core program and in two electives, "Ethics and Leadership" and "Running a Successful Non-Profit".  He blends a sense of humor, personal warmth and rock-solid knowledge all together into an engaging style of teaching. The readings that he selects are well complimented by class discussions and films. Russ encourages students to speak their minds but demands that they back up all of their opinions with facts. 

Russ strives to foster a open learning environment and is mindful about engaging a broad number of students to participate in discussions. He directly challenges students to think deeply about what they are learning. One of Russ's signature teaching techniques is to introduce a topic, query three or more students on different aspects of that topic and then step back as the class breaks into a spirited discussion. 

By the end of the class, Russ was back at the top of his game. He is a significant part of what makes the MPA Program great, He's well liked by his peers and highly regarded by students. Russ is truly one of the better faculty members at Evergreen. 

From Anna Schlecht
From Cornelia Kirkpatrick:

Hi - You asked for a thought: 
I remember being surprised and pleased the first time Russ showed a political satire comedy clip from "Jon Stewart" from "The Daily Show" In class! Very hip.
From August Cabrera:

About Russ:

My first class with Russ completely changed my view of the democratic process.  Russ created a learning environment that was challenging and welcoming, encouraging each of us to dig deeper and ask tougher questions, becoming better students and better consumers of the modern democratic process.  He introduced us to nuances of policy creation and elections that were entirely new and entirely relevant.  I was stretched as a student and supported in discovering hidden gems of the political game.  

Russ was also my advisor for the senior project.  He went out of his way to be sure I would succeed in my endeavor.  He was supportive and kind while ensuring the project was a quality production.  I doubt I would have finished without his input.  

It is a shame Russ will no longer be a part of the MPA program.  He brings passion, experience, and dedication that will be sorely missed, I am sure.
 

The Tribal Cohort had Russ our first quarter at The Evergreen State College.  He was on task about everything and stayed that way through out the quarters he was with us.  As we got to know him, we saw a relaxed, fun, outgoing, but knowledge individual.  I believe it was our second quarter there, and we were having a discussion about our case study my group was planning to do.  Without even thinking about his proper name, I called him BRUCE!  So, Russ is leaving from our Tribal Cohort as Bruce.  
 

I personally, wish Russ (Bruce) and his family the best.    
Terri Cohen.

I had Russ in my very first quarter here at Evergreen. My friends and I titled him Bruce after Bruce Willis because he always was the "enforcer" like on the Die Hard movie series. He always made me & my classmates laugh over his comedic attitude. On the other hand, he always found a way to challenge us academically in our class discussions and seminars. We love Russ very much and wish him a great journey for years to come.
Sincerely, 
The Three Amigas
(Dylan Dressler, Terri Mail, & Natosha Kautz)
 
As a coming 1st year student I am glad I got to know Russ.. He made it more comfortable and really made me feel like I could do anything I set my mind too.. I relied on him a lot and I will hate to see him not be there next year   to help  me through  But I wish him well

Thanks 

Natosha Kautz

Tribal Cohort 

MPA

Russ is an all around great guy and I feel honored to have him as my faculty for seminar in his last quarter with the Evergreen MPA Program.  I knew when he showed a Daily Show clip with Jon Stewart's snarky comments in class about the federal bailout that we had similar senses of humor.  His combined knowledge of politics, law, and government issues are thorough and he has elevated my understanding of concepts related to public administration.  I consider Russ a mentor and wish him all the best.
Eric Tompkins
1st year MPA
Cell 360-556-7374
tomeri11@evergreen.edu
A couple of things that stands out in my experience with Russ is his consistent willingness to help me get better.  Whether it be improving my presentation style and skills, expanding my thought process, or simply looking at solutions from various angles.   I've always been grateful for his presentations, the manner he presented them and how he made them engaging for us students to share our ideas and views.   Russ will never know how grateful I am for his contributions to our cohort and the MPA program.

 

As a general comment, I'm disappointed, to nobody's fault, that the economic condition has impacted the status of the visiting faculty and to the MPA program as a whole.  It's a shame, but I hope the door won't ever be closed to Russ and Nita to continue sharing with us their vast knowledge and experience.  But most importantly, they are great people.

-Eddie Maiava


Regarding Russ,
 

When I first came to TESC to work on my MPA, I was hesitant and nervous about the prospect. Fortunately, my first class was with Russell. It was during this course that I was given the opportunity to discover that it might be a worthwhile proposition. Russ was always supportive. . . and so damned brilliant. Russ helped me to see and to find my voice. No small feat.
TESC is losing a great instructor and mentor for its students.Looking back at my MPA experiences, I have come to realize that it was people like Russ, Colleen Magee and Joan Bantz that made it work for me and provided such illuminating experiences of what could be done. These people made a big difference in my life and I cannot thank them enough. So, all the best Russ and thanks for everything you've done.
 

William Koopman (Copeman). MPA 2006
Celebrating Nita

I took Legislative Policy and Public Law from Nita in 2008 of my graduating year.  I was disappointed when I had completed those classes, that I had not taken more classes from Nita during my MPA time at Evergreen.  Nita has such a gift for teaching and storytelling.  Her colorful stories and breadth of knowledge added so much to my experience in her classes.  She had a way of injecting her passion and enthusiasm into those of us who were open to it and I appreciate all that she gave to us.

 

If she doesn't remember me per se, she will remember our Public Law class because apparently we took the longest, in the history of her class, to define "Justice."  I think that we gave up on ourselves long before she gave up on us.  Believe me, it is hard to define...you try.  

 

Thank you, Nita.

 

Sincerely,

Rachelle Sundberg

MPA Graduating Class 2008

A note of appreciation for Nita Rinehart

June 9, 2009

It’s a shame that future MPA students at Evergreen won’t benefit from you. 

You definitely made a positive difference in my education experience. I believe you expected the best from those you taught and I, for one, tired my best to deliver. That is why I chose you to hood me; it was a fitting close to my education there.

Not only were you one of my most revered professors during my time at Evergreen but a nice person with a good sense of humor. I remember that in 2006 I had taken one of your courses that required class on the weekend. You had invited a guest to present something related to the law (LOL, I can’t remember!) and during mid-presentation, I realized I had lost my diamond tennis bracelet. I guess the horrified and dumbfounded look on my face was telling since you and others noticed. And although you didn’t have to, you helped me look for it. (I found it at home.) 
That was not the first time you had helped me and that was not the last. The point being that I appreciate everything you taught me and did for me-thank you Nita. I wish you well on your next set of adventures.  

Sincerely, 

Luisa A. Parada Estrada, Masters of Public Administration, Class of 2007 

P.S. On the next page is a picture of my new family, Luis, Luisa, and Raquel. I got married last April to Luis Estrada of Issaquah, WA by way of Zacatecas, Mexico. 
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Nita Rinehart has been one of the superstars of the Masters in Public Administration program at Evergreen. I had the opportunity to work with her in the first year core program and in an elective titled, "Budget & Tax Policy".  Her thought provoking teaching style is well buttressed by the credentials of her many years in the Washington State Legislature, particularly her tenure as the Chair of the Senate Ways and Means Committee. Rinehart is one of those rare people who possess both a remarkable breadth of knowledge about public administration and who is also a deeply engaging teacher. I feel very fortunate to have had the opportunity to work with her during her time on the Evergreen faculty. 

When I promote this program to friends and colleagues, Rinehart is the primary faculty member who I am describing. When I mention Rinehart's name to my colleagues in state and local government, their eyes light up with the sort of respect that is reserved for those whose integrity inspires people to be the very best they can be. This has been one of the most valuable classes in my entire Master's in Public Administration program. It is a tremendous loss that Rinehart is leaving Evergreen; the only concession is that she will probably continue to teach and inspire new generations of public administrators in a new academic setting and through her writing. Rinehart will be deeply missed. 

From Anna Schlecht
What can I say? It is sad to see Nita go. She is a stalwart of the MPA program.

I had the honor of spending first year core with Nita Rinehart. I quickly realized her profound intellect on policy and other matters--it was clear from the start that this was going to be a serious quarter. Parallel to this was her insistence of us to read the beloved publication, Policy Paradox by Deborah Stone. A veritable two pronged attack on the senses! Nervous at first, I found just how privileged I'd become and that top clip academia was right in front of me. The guests, the insight on the legislative process, the legal reasoning--I can't fully explain in words how all of that has impacted my professional career. I subsequently enrolled in Public Law and often consulted with her on other growing interests such as fiscal policy throughout my tenure. 

In addition to this, I learned of her unfaltering care for the human condition and careful study of social change, which for those who just had classes with her must have found that experience truly amazing. She's a top teacher that effectively created open spaces for her students to critically think. I'm fortunate enough to work on my academic interests professionally and I owe a lot to Nita. 

Nita you will be missed, and best of luck and love on your future endeavors!!

-Martin McMurry, 2007

moorad01@comcast.net
From Cornelia Kirkpatrick:
Nita admitted she is not a morning person - she definitely needs her cup of coffee to get going. One Sunday class morning she just suffered through since no coffee is available on campus. It was a long morning. 
A few words to describe Nita:  fair, organized, tough, independent, inspiring, enlightening, connected, committed.

Nita was the most challenging of all my instructors in the MPA program, forcing me to push harder with my research and writing than I had previously been challenged. She expected excellence and would never accept good enough.  Not only did I learn about the relevant subject matter with Nita, I felt like I walked away from her instruction as a better student and citizen.

August Cabrera
Nita was my "second" thesis reader in 2005. She challenged me to work harder and complete a better product. I was determined to finish my thesis before leaving the country to teach English in Chile. Several weeks before my departure I let Nita know this. She looked at me squarely and made it clear that she had no reservations about continuing to work with me no matter where I was in the world...that the thesis would only be done when it was a good and final product!

Thanks Nita for challenging me to go further. 

~Alicia Seegers Martinelli

Nita was my seminar instructor in first quarter of first year Core.  I also took her Legislative Policy and Budget and Tax Policy electives.  Nita is an exceptional instructor who empowers her students to fully engage in an open dialogue about important policy issues.  During fall quarter last year, I was completing my first legislative study as lead researcher and writer.  I am extremely grateful that Nita had us read Debra Stone's Policy Paradox in that quarter.  It heavily influenced my as I was completing that work.  I am also very grateful to have participated in the rich policy conversations our classes had with the prestigious guest speakers she brought to her electives.   Losing Nita is a terrible loss to the MPA program.   I am very grateful to have had her as a professor.  

-- Darleen Muhly

I was fortunate to have Nita for Budget and Tax Policy.  Her knowledge and experience related to budget issues was impressive and her first hand, legislative perspective added tremendously to the experience of taking her class.  Her editorial eye and thorough reviews of my written assignments were appreciated and the guest speakers she assembled were among the most authoritative and knowledgable experts in Washington State.  Nita elevated my understanding of a complex subject and I will use the information she shared throughout my career in state service.
Eric Tompkins
Cell 360-556-7374
tomeri11@evergreen.edu
 

I've thoroughly enjoyed the lectures that Nita have provided and the seminar groups that I've been involved in with her.  Nita, in her soft spoken manner, taught me that you can be quiet, respectful and still have your opinion heard with clarity.   Someone once told me that, "Sometimes it's not so much what you say, but what they feel from what you are saying that is important".   To me, this describes Nita.  She doesn't have to say much, but I can just feel the many years of experience and knowledge that she has had within state government and in life with a few words.  Thank you Nita for all that you have done for me and others in the MPA program.   Best wishes to all your endeavors.

 

Thanks Randee.

 Eddie Maiava


I had several classes from Nita during her first year at Evergreen.  What a wonderful experience.  Many of the guest speakers she invited to class are still very active in both our State and National political scene.  While I have not done it, Nita helped me learn that I can run for office, be more politically active and have an impact.  I can't go into the Capitol building without thinking of her.

My most memorable class from her was on the political process and communicating with legislators.  It was not what I had expected but was very beneficial.  One of the hardest papers I have ever written was for this class, when I had to write a 10 to 15 page paper and then present it to a panel.  She also introduced me to Dr. Michael Shadow who discussed communication skills.  Less than a month later, I found myself presenting information to a Senate Committee and providing a handout to them.  What I had learned from Nita not only made me successful on that day, but helped me to change one of Washington's laws.  In addition, I was able to use Dr. Shadow to provide more training to a group of trainers from around the state which allowed them to provide better service.

Nita is a credit to the program and I wish her all the best while thanking her for all she has done.

Steve Johnson
As the MPA Writing Assistant, I worked with Nita and many of her students. From the very beginning of my job, I appreciated Nita's heartfelt support. Her demand for excellence in writing (which challenged and annoyed her students) meant that her students were better educated and prepared to succeed after graduation. They may have entered her class to learn policy, but they left as better communicators. I am sorry that such a vital part of the MPA program will be leaving, but wish her the best in her next endeavor. A memoir, perhaps?

(I hope this comment is free of spelling and grammatical errors!)

Affectionately,

Jayne Kaszynski

What can I say?!  The loss of Nita to Evergreen's MPA program is immeasurable.  And what a score for Seattle University!

 

To me, Nita exemplifies what good public service relies upon...intelligence and curiosity, the ability to take the cerebral and challenge others to make it "actionable", being principled yet practical and realistic...in short, centered and wise.  

 

Nita is quietly powerful and influential, without any apparent need to draw attention to herself...real and humane.  I am so incredibly grateful that I was able to take advantage of the opportunity to work with Nita during my tenure as an MPA student at TESC.

 

Thank you Nita and best to you at SU!

 

Kristin Hennessey  
_____________________________________________________________________________________

I took several courses from Nita in my first year. My learning experiences in these courses have been invaluable. She required good work from students, but was always supportive. I was exposed to so many career options in her courses through her excellent choice of guest speakers. On a personal note, I just really enjoyed Nita, and I am very sad to see her go. I'll leave this message on a light note. During my first presentation in her class (which happened to be my first presentation at Evergreen) I stood up at the podium and took off my jacket as I had gotten nervously warm. During my faculty evaluation session, Nina, in her sweet Southern voice, advised that I not take my clothes off at the start of a presentation. We both got a good laugh out of that. But she was definitely serious. Good advice that I will take with me. :)

Amber Sexton

