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Master of Public Administration

2700 Evergreen Parkway NW

Olympia, Washington  98505
June 6, 2011

To Whom It May Concern:

It was a pleasure to work with MPA faculty member Doreen Swetkis in her role as MPA Admissions Committee member. 

Serving on the Admissions Committee is a serious responsibility: essentially, the Admissions Committee selects the incoming MPA class. The task is a significant commitment of time and energy, as:

· Each application consists of a 1 page Application, a three page Statement of Purpose, a five page Public Policy essay, transcripts, two recommendations, and a resume. 

· We received a record number of complete applications this year: 118! 

· The vast majority of our applicants meet the minimum qualifications for admission, which makes the applications particularly difficult to sift through as the distinctions that need to be made are fine ones.

· Admissions Committee members reviewed and evaluated applications within a short time window - about 3 weeks - while handling significant Core teaching responsibilities.

Doreen's work was thoughtful, timely, fair and consistent. Her work helped us to admit the largest and highest quality cohort in MPA history. I would be happy to see her serve again on the Admissions Committee.

Let me know if you have any questions.

Best to you,

Randee Gibbons

Assistant MPA Director
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