Wednesday, Jan 5, 2011 – opening session of Public Law: CRN 20285

Class location: Library Room 2708

10 weekday sessions from 6 to 10 pm

Class is convened by Professor Alan Parker 

Each student will be asked to introduce themselves, their standing in the MPA program, and statement of their goals and expectations for the class 

Review of content of the class
1st session will focus on “Rules and Rule Making”. Reading assignments include: (1) An Introduction to Legal Reasoning by Levi. Attached to this schedule will be a PDF of the Levi book comprised on 104 pages

(2) Administrative Law and Process in a nutshell by Gellhorn and Levin: For the first session you are expected to read the complete the Introduction, pages 1 thru 7; all of Chapter IX, Rules and Rulemaking pages 306 to 352, and 

(3) The Preface of Handbook of Public Law and Administration, XV thru XX, and all of Chapter 13, Negotiated Rulemaking, pages 225 thru 235

(4) Skim RCW 34.05, Washington State Administrative Procedures Act.

2nd session will focus on Legal Research. You will assemble in the TESC Library Computer Center and bring your own Law 101 project including the news article you have chosen. You should plan to reassemble in Lib 2708 for the 2nd half of this 4 hour session to meeting with Professor Parker via video conference link. He will be in Whakatane, New Zealand

3rd Session: Disclosing Information

4th Session: Executive Ethics

5th Session: Law and Ethics, guest speaker

6th session: Employment Law

7th session: Contracting for services

8th session: Agency Power

9th session: Workplace Safety

10th session; Project Student Presentations based on your readings of the Levi book

During our first session on Jan 5th, we will begin by discussion of the Handbook, Introduction section. We will review the historical stages of Admin Law development beginning with establishment of the Interstate Commerce Commission and the Federal Trade Commission created to impose controls on “anticompetitive conduct of American monopolies. The Great Depression of the 1930’s which led to creation of agencies to stabilize the economy and temper the excesses of unregulated markets. The Congress and FDR administration also attempted to provide a measure of financial security for private citizens by creation of the Social Security Administration. 

We will compare contemporary conditions to these historical developments by analyzing the causes of today’s “Recession” and the federal government’s responses. We will examine the origins of the philosophy of “De-regulation” and shrinking the size and role of governments with the Reagan Administration inaugurated in 1980. You will be asked to share you own view of the causes of the housing bubble and its bust in 2008 along with your assessment of the Obama Administrations responses.  
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