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Course Description.  This course explores tribal regulatory functions and policy-making from internal and external perspectives at the local, regional, national and international levels.  The context of the policy-making, and thus decision-making, processes, will be examined from the perspective of building political capacity into tribal institutions.  The course is designed to confront complex and changing alternatives through understanding policy analysis skills that build political capacity and contribute to the development of equitable and feasible policy alternatives. The focus on processes and choice among alternatives explores how to determine regulatory apparatus is needed to achieve objectives and what administrative structures are crucial for providing services and achieving policy goals. The course is designed to develop skills and abilities that support these goals, including conflict resolution, negotiation, policy design, and the analysis of alternatives and learning system strategies. Examples may be drawn from critical and current tribal issues tribes including land use planning, cultural resources, the establishment of codes, housing authorities, and implementation of programs like TANF. 
A major activity in this course will be the preparation of a research proposal for a Capstone Project. 

Course Objectives:

1. Gain a broad understanding of the political, cultural and economic context of tribal policy making and regulatory functions.

2. Develop the ability to analyze different types of policy alternatives at the local, regional, state and national levels and chose those that strengthen political institutions and capacities.

3. Gain an understanding of conflict resolution, negotiation and consensus-building and understand how to select appropriate matches with various kinds of problems at the internal external and international levels of policy-making.

4. Ability to analyze situations and tribal institutions to determine when traditional methods can be incorporated into policy-making processes.

5. Attain knowledge and skill in implementing decision-making systems that incorporate public participation and openness.

6. Develop skill in locating and tracking policy issues using Internet searches, interviews and research.

READINGS: BOOKS

1. Radin, Beryl, “Beyond Machiavelli: Policy Analysis Comes of Age,”
    (Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 2000)

2. Helin, Calvin, “Dances with Dependency: Out of Poverty Through
    Self-Reliance,” Cubbie Blue Publishing, 320 pp., 2008  ISBN 1932824073 or-

                ISBN 978-1932824979*

*The Helin book is currently available through Amazon.com:  there were 14 used and 2 new copies of the hardcover available as of 12/09/09.  It is also available in a Canadian version through Orca Spirit Publishing which can be found online.  

READINGS: ARTICLES

Articles and documents will be handed out during class.  Some additional materials will be posted on the Moodle site, sent to you via email, or you may obtain them online using library and online resources.

Students who are enrolling in this class and are not enrolled in the Tribal Cohort or admitted to the MPA program should plan to attend a briefing on the class that is provided at 3 pm on Sunday, Feb. 7, 2010 29th at the conclusion of the MPA core class of the tribal cohort. Faculty will review the syllabus, reading and writing assignments and answer any questions students may have about the class and our schedule.  Be sure to contact Alan Parker or Linda Moon Stumpff previous to Feb. 7 for permission to register for this course.
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