TESC MPA Program 

ATPS Fall 2009

List of  Proposed Research Projects

Topic








Student

Civic Engagement

Evaluating community engagement models



Elena Duran

The relationship between e-government and citizen engagement

Lori Klatt

Analyzing the conditions leading to successful citizen engagement in

The development of environmental policy in Washington

Kiri Murakami

A study of best practices promoting volunteerism


Breezie O’Neill

Do public administrators perceive stewardship and facilitation as

Critical functions?  Implications for democratic governance

Robert Hornbein

What conditions influence levels of civic engagement in Tacoma?
Roxanne Murphy

Sustainability

The impact of government incentives supporting solar energy 

Michael Davidson

Developing sustainability indicators for Olympia



Evan Johnson

Measuring the benefits of ecosystem services in the Puget Sound Basin
Kathy Weed

Evaluating the impact of educational outreach models on 

Environmental protection





Blake Nelson

Higher Education

Developing a student enrollment model for higher education

Laura Coghlan

Conducting an assessment of Access Services at the 6 public colleges 

in WA state







Larry Watkinson

Survey of TESC faculty knowledge of disabilities accommodation

Responsibilities







Jennifer McDougall

Customer Based

Customer survey for Olympia’s Community Planning Department
Abbey LaBarre/Greg Cook/










Sandy Robertson

Comparison of Centralization vs. Shared Service provision models 

For Washington state government




Michaela Favre

Transportation

Alternative Financing Methods to Support Washington’s transportation

System








Natalie Zukowski

Evaluation of aviation noise abatement programs



Becca Kenna-Schenk

Who should pay for the roads?  Options for equitable funding of

Washington state’s transportation needs




Cornelia Kirkpatrick

A study of the need for increased public transit between Olympia,

Lakewood and Tacoma






Leanna Adams

Children & Families

Evaluation of Seattle Children’s Hospital’s Teen Transition Program
Amber Sexton

Basic Food enrollment experience of For Kids program Parents

Jenni Maiava

Defining and Measuring Success for Probationers in Adolescent 

Substance Abuse Treatment Programs in Washington State

Mark Randolph

Analyzing options for the administration of child support collection in

Washington







Angelia Hendrix

Survey of Head Start Programs in Washington to determine the 

Necessity of lead screenings for Head Start children


Jennifer Jennings-Shaffer

Evaluation of foster care community models



Eileen King

Under what circumstances should applications for state and federal

Benefits lead to claims by the state for child support?


Kirstin McFarland

An analysis of outcomes of student support services for Washington

State foster youth in college





Shawn Whiteman

Preserving families:  what policies are effective at keeping children of

 parents in the CPS system from being prematurely placed for adoption?  Grady Smith

Applying Theory

Testing the applicability of discourse theory in administration using

Symbolic interactionism






Victoria Faust

Is current governance truly postmodern?
 A study of administrators 

And citizens







Steve Hicks

Do leaders with liberal arts backgrounds lead differently from leaders 

With more traditional backgrounds?




Will Bennett

A  study of the interests, views and values of college-age women: 

implications for activism, advocacy and feminism


Liana Francisco

Testing measures of effectiveness appropriate to varying types of

Organizations and communities





Jason Wettstein

Do private sector business practices work in a public context?  A

Study of a state agency






Douglas Webb

Health

Have we learned lessons from previous pandemics that can inform our 

Approach to managing the H1N1 virus?




Doug Wangen

Access to health care for individuals and families likely not covered

 By health care reform






SherrieThissell

Employment

Analysis of the administration of Washington state’s unemployment

Insurance program






Chris Clark

Analyzing options for improving state employee motivation 

Walter Neal

Improving talent management at the Washington Department of 

Commerce







Kristi Aravena

State Government

A study of the representative bureaucracy model in Washington state

Government







Cristina Labra

Measuring public understanding of Washington’s initiative and 

referenda process






Rose Sampson

Housing

Analysis of the impacts of the lack of affordable housing on families

Separated by Washington’s Child Protective Services


Kimberly Mays

An analysis of starter homes from two periods, and implications for

Historic preservation






Rishel Gordham

Money

A Study of the impacts of the federal stimulus program funds on 

public education in Washington





Denise Wolff

A study of the outcomes of federal stimulus project funding

Eric Tompkins

Various Wonderful Possibilities

Analyzing the consequences of poverty in rural Kenya


Hassan Guyo

Program effectiveness study of the Critical Incident Planning and

Mapping System






Bruce Kuennen

Can the journalistic integrity of trusted media figures be manipulated?
Daniel O’Neill

Assessing the value of face—to-face meetings; implications for the 

Event planning industry






Shauna Lunde

Impacts of land use conversion decisions



Amy Hatch-Winecka

