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Syllabus 
Cases in Environmental Policy - Fall Quarter  2009

A 4-credit elective in the 

Master of Public Administration Program

Karen Fraser, Adjunct Faculty

(360) 250-6261

Fax:  (360) 867-0022
Location:  Seminar 2 Building

Room E-2-107

Brief course description
The purposes of the course are to:

1) Broaden students’ understanding of many types of controversies, and varied   perspectives on them, pertaining to environment and natural resources policies; and 
2) Advance students’ abilities to pose thoughtful questions pertaining to how competing interests and priorities get weighed in decision making processes, especially political accountability and scientific information.  

Students will explore processes of political accountability of public decision makers, sources and uses of scientific information, and perceptions of how scientific information resolves or exacerbates public policy controversies. 

Emphasis will be given to state government and the following cluster of issues:  climate, energy, water (quantity and quality), growth management, shoreline management, Puget Sound, salmon recovery, habitat, toxics, and related funding and governance.  

Numerous highly experienced practitioners will be invited to class sessions.

Class Schedule

Class I   Sept 28  Introduction to public policy making processes

Introduction to the course, public policy making processes, and the intergovernmental character of environmental policy

Class II  October  5  Science perspective   
What is science and how to evaluate science presentations to public policy decision makers. 

Guest:  Retired TESC Professor Oscar Soule
Class III  October 12   Revenue and budget perspective 
Guest:  Victor Moore, Director, Washington State Office of Financial Management  
Class IV  October 19   Climate change issues 
PAPER DUE:  First report on a public policy meeting attended
Guest:  Janice Adair, Department of Ecology, Co-chair, Governor’s Climate Action Team
Class V  October 26   - Tribal perspective    Steve Robinson
Guests:  Steve Robinson, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
              Other tribal representative invited
Class VI  November 2  Environmental advocates perspective  
PAPER DUE:  Report on media handing of environmental issues
Guest:  Miguel Perez-Gibson, with Audubon Society of Washington, Climate Solutions, and Colville Confederated Tribes.  

Class VII  November 9  Business perspectives 

PAPER DUE:  Identify issue for major policy report – one page
Guests:  Grant Nelson, Association of Washington Business
              Todd Myers, Washington Policy Center

Class VIII  November 16   Agriculture and forestry perspectives 
PAPER DUE:  Report on 2nd policy meeting attended
Guests:  Mark Doumit, Executive Director, Washington Forest Protection Association
              Agricultural industry guest to be invited

Class IX  November 30  Local governments’ perspectives
Guests:  Dave Williams, Association of Washington Cities.   
     
  Erik Poulsen, Washington Public Utilities Districts Association    
Class X  December 7   Student presentations
DUE:  Oral presentations of policy issue research.  Written one due by end of quarter.
