July 2, 2009

Dear Member of the 2009 MPA Cohort,

Congratulations on your acceptance into The Evergreen State College’s MPA program!   We, the faculty team for the 1st Year Core, are writing to: (1) introduce ourselves; (2) provide the book list for the Fall quarter (attached, plus two readings are included in this mailing – the “little blue book” and a reading from Timothy Wilson’s, Strangers to Ourselves);  and, (3) give you some instructions for the first weekend of class (Friday-Sunday, September 25-27) and the first night of class (Tuesday, September 29).  
Some of you have already taken an MPA elective course before MPA admission, as a non-admitted “graduate special student.” For those of you who have not yet enrolled in a MPA course, prepping for the first class meeting is the norm and almost all faculty members require this from students.  Book lists, instructions and syllabi are posted on the MPA website as early as possible so students are prepared for the first class meeting - you’ll find this information on the MPA Course and Schedule Information page, at: www.evergreen.edu/mpa/courseinfo.htm.  This is the only time you’ll receive a mailing from us; in fact, by the time you receive this, we will expect you all to have activated your Evergreen email account and faculty and administration will communicate exclusively via email from here on out. 

Your faculty members for the 1st Year Core are Cheryl Simrell King (Member of the Faculty and MPA Director) and Nelson Pizarro (Member of the Faculty).  Nelson is in his second year of a two-year rotation into the MPA program; Nelson regularly teaches in undergraduate business programs and has significant experience in business and economic development.  He has an MBA and is currently pursuing his Doctorate in Business Administration.  Nelson brings both his business acumen and his social entrepreneurship expertise to the MPA program.  Cheryl has been a practicing teacher and scholar in public administration for 20 years, at Evergreen, The University of Colorado and The University of Akron.  Prior to her academic career, Cheryl worked in research for a regulated industry and for consulting organizations.  She holds a MA in Applied Experimental Psychology and a PhD in Public Administration.
We served on the admissions committee and are really looking forward to working with what we believe is an exceptional cohort.

As you know, we are meeting on the weekend of September 25-27 (Friday 5-9, Sat/Sun, 9-4) The readings for the first weekend are as follows (full book list attached):

· Denhardt et al., Managing Human Behavior in Public and Nonprofit Organizations (2nd Edition) – Chapters 1, 2 & 10.
· Paul & Elder, The Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking  - All (this is the little blue book included in the mailing)

· Rabow et al., William Fawcett Hill’s Learning through Discussion (3rd  Edition) - All
· Wilson, Timothy (2002). Strangers to Ourselves:  Discovering the Adaptive Unconscious.  Belknap Press of Harvard University Press.  Excerpt: Preface, Chapter 1, Chapter 2 and Chapter 10 (paper copy included in mailing).
In the first weekend we will focus on the following:
· Learning to learn 

· Critical thinking, reading, writing 

· Knowing self and knowing self in context of others/teams 

· Orientation activities

· Moodle training (course website).

In addition to doing the reading for the first weekend, there are also two homework assignments which are due when the Orientation weekend begins on Friday, September 25:

1) Using the template from the Rabow et al., text, Learning Through Discussion (Table 4.2, p. 40 – Outline for Preparation), prepare to seminar on the Denhardt et al. readings.  This means you will prepare an outline, following the guide on p. 40.  Preparing the outline will help you be an engaged member of a seminar discussion on the readings. (If seminar is new to you, see this link for more information:  http://www.evergreen.edu/washcenter/natlc/pdf/seminars.pdf).   This outline is a “practice” exercise for you – we’ll do a workshop the first weekend focusing on preparing for discussion.  Be prepared to hand in this outline.

2) Using the Template for Analyzing the Logic of an Article on page 11 of The Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking, draft a seminar paper (no more than two (2) double-spaced pages) on the Denhardt et al. readings (think of the multiple chapters as an “article” - in other situations, you will be asked to think of an entire book or chapters from different texts as the “article” referred to in the template).  In your essay, you must respond to every element of the template.  We are not, however, asking for a Q&A format.   Analyze the premises, assumptions and thinking of the author from a critical perspective.  Your job is not to critique, necessarily, or to tell us whether you liked or didn’t like the reading (or your opinions – there’s a time and place for opinions – this is not it).  Again, this is a “practice” exercise as we will do a workshop the first weekend on critical thinking, reading and writing.  You will be required to submit a revision of this practice paper on the first night of class.
The reading for the first night of class (Tuesday, September 29; 6pm-10pm) is Kwame Anthony Appiah’s Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers.  
Questions?  The mpa2009 listserve will be up and operational soon, if not already.  Once we email you that it is working, post your question to the listserve so everyone in class can have the benefit of the answer.  Otherwise, Cheryl and Nelson can be reached at: kingcs@evergreen.edu and pizarron@evergreen.edu .  Nelson is not available in July; Cheryl is not available for most of August.  The complete syllabus will be available early in September – we’ll email you (via the mpa2009 listserve) when we post it.

Again, we look forward to working with you – have a great summer and we’ll see you in September.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Simrell King & Nelson Pizarro
Attached: booklist

cc:  Randee Gibbons

Book List
· Appiah, Kwame Anthony (2007). Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers.  W.W. Norton and Co. ISBN-13: 978-0393329339. ~$11.00
· Box, Richard C. (Ed) (2009) Public Administration and Society: Critical Issues in American Governance (2nd Edition).  M.E. Sharpe.   ISBN- 13: 978-0-7656-2358-4. (we will use this text Fall and Winter quarters; must have 2nd edition). ~ $45.00
· Denhardt, Robert, Janet Vinzant Denhardt & Maria P. Aristigueta (2008).  Managing Human Behavior in Public and Nonprofit Organizations (2nd Edition). ISBN-13: 978-1412956673 (we will use this text Fall and Winter quarters – must have 2nd edition) ~ $50.00
· Paul, Richard and Linda Elder (2008).  The Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking: Concepts and Tools.  The Foundation for Critical Thinking. www.criticalthinking.org  (Copy included in mailing)
· Rabow, Jerome, Michelle A. Charness , Johanna Kippermann & Susan Radcliffe-Vasile (1994). William Fawcett Hill’s Learning through Discussion (3rd  Edition).  Waveland Press.  ISBN-13: 978-1-57766-111-5. ~$15.00
· Reich, Robert (2008) Supercapitalism:  The Transformation of Business, Democracy, and Everyday Life. Vintage.  ISBN-13: 978-0307277992. ~$11.00. 

· Rivoli, Pietra (2009). The Travels of a T-Shirt in the Global Economy:  An Economist Examines the Markets, Power, and Politics of World Trade. (Second Edition). Wiley.  ISBN-13: 978-0470287163., ~$13.00

· Shafritz, Jay M. & Hyde, Albert C. (2009). Classics of Public Administration (6th Edition).
ISBN-13: 9780495189565. (we will use this text all three quarters (Fall, Winter and Spring) – must have 6th edition).~ $90.00

· Sowell, Thomas (2007). Basic Economics 3rd Ed: A Common Sense Guide to the Economy.  Basic Books. Thomas Sowell (Author) 

· › Visit Amazon's Thomas Sowell Page
· Find all the books, read about the author, and more.

· See search results for this author 

· Are you an author? Learn about Author Central 

ISBN-13: 978-0465002603. ~$11.00
A word about book expenses:  At the beginning of the year, you’ll be shelling out about $200 for books that we will use for multiple quarters.  You’ll also be spending about $65.00 for books that are for use in the Fall quarter.  We commit to keeping the book costs for Winter and Spring terms to under $75.00, making  your average per quarter book cost for 1st Year Core around $140/quarter.

If you want to get a head-start on readings (other than for the first few class meetings), we recommend reading the texts that are exclusively for this quarter (you may get a quarter or more ahead if you read the other texts and that’s too far ahead for effective learning).
The bookstore will initially place an order for used texts; Sif they can get sufficient copies of used books, they will not place an order with publishers.  We are not sure when the bookstore will have Fall titles on the shelf – perhaps in early September?  For more information, contact the Evergreen Bookstore at 360-867-5300. We recommend, if you are able, that you purchase books via an on-line bookseller (the prices listed are the list prices at Amazon.com).






